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R. Eliezer’s editorial efforts bore fruit and his Tosafot collection
became the central locus classicus for subsequent Tosafot study. The
Tosafot of R. Eliezer of Tuch stands as an independent recension; the

average reader is unaware of their being a redaction of the Tosafot of R.
Samson of Sens.

http://www.oqimta.org.il/oqimta/5775/engabst3.pdf



111 ABSTRACTS

The last part of this article focuses upon the passage found in the
Babylonian Talmud in Tractate Sanhedrin which deals with the fiery
furnace. It appears that the Babylonian sages received various traditions
concerning the disappearance of Daniel’s colleagues and remodeled them
in light of the passage’s tendency to highlight the three heroes’ actions.
The extended narrative found in the Palestinian Talmud regarding the
actions of Daniel and Bel was not known in its entirety in Babylonia, and
the sages of the Babylonian Talmud created new and novel explanations
for Daniel’s absence in chapter 3. These explanations correspond to the
tendency of the passage to emphasize the personal sacrifice of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, even at the expense of tarnishing the
reputation of Daniel himself.

On the Editing of the Tosafot

Shalem Yahalom

In his edition of the Tosafot, R. Samson ben Abraham of Sens
summarized his teacher, R. Isaac ben Samuel of Dampierre (the Ri ha-
Zaken)’s teachings. R. Samson’s Tosafot were further redacted by R.
Eliezer of Tuch and formed the basis of the latter’s edition of the Tosafot.
R. Eliezer followed certain editorial guidelines in order to produce a
more ‘“‘user-friendly” Tosafot. As his target audience was students
focused on the study of a particular tractate, discussions which diverged
into analyses of other tractates were removed from the text. In order to
facilitate the location of the Talmudic passages under discussion, R.
Eliezer organized the material of the Tosafot in accordance with the
chronological order of the Talmud. The flow of the original discussion
was often abandoned in favor of discussions focused on terminology and
organized according to a logical structure. To streamline study, much of
the corroborative discussion was removed and lengthy quotations from
Talmudic passages were paraphrased and abridged. The “Tuch” also did
not burden his readers with discussions of textual variants.

http://www.oqimta.org.il/oqimta/5775/engabst3.pdf
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found in Bavli Berakhot 24a, in the course of a discussion of the
recitation of the Shema. A comparative close reading of Bavli Berakhot
24a and Yerushalmi Hallah 2:3 (58c) enables us to reconstruct the early
sugya and trace the development of its constituent components. One of
the main questions regarding the sugya in Berakhot is the meaning in
context of Samuel’s dictum: “the voice of a woman is ervah”. In the
current context, his statement seems somewhat out of place, but our
reconstruction allows for the identification of the original context of
Samuel’s statement: a Babylonian sugya on a mishnah in tractate Hallah.
Our analysis of the sugyot in Bavli Berakhot and Yerushalmi Hallah
yields the original Babylonian sugya on Mishnah Hallah, which affords
an appropriate context and meaning for Samuel’s dictum.

On Missing Characters in the Book of Daniel —
Rabbinic Traditions in Palestine and Babylonia

Rivka Raviv

In the book of Daniel there is a fascinating literary phenomenon whereby
central characters disappear. In particular, the heroic story found in
chapter 3 concerning the consecration of Nebuchadnezzar‘s idol and his
casting of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego into the fiery furnace,
contains no mention of Daniel at all, not even as a secondary character.
In contrast, from chapter 4 onward these three heroic personalities
completely disappear from the book. This article examines the way
ancient biblical exegesis relates to this phenomenon.

An analysis of these exegetical traditions brings to light three
dramatic explanations for the disappearance of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego. According to two of these explanations, Daniel’s colleagues
died after their miraculous deliverance. In contrast, concerning Daniel the
Sages employed a literary tradition involving Daniel and Bel, a sketch of
which is found in the Septuagint, remodeling it to expand upon the
biblical narrative of chapter 3, thereby providing an explanation for the
apparent absence of Daniel.

http://www.oqimta.org.il/oqimta/5775/engabst3.pdf
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The Word Adam — A Man and not a Woman

Ephraim Bezalel Halivni

The Hebrew word Adam generally denotes a person, whether male or
female. This article cites instances in rabbinic literature where the word
is used to signify specifically a male person. Most of these instances are
in the context of marriage, but they appear in other contexts as well.
Sometimes the word Adam stands in for the word Ish or Gevar in a
parallel citation; in most cases the meaning of the word Adam is
determined based on the context in which it appears. At times it appears
as part of two sentences; in one sentence it means a male person and in
the other it means either a male or a female. Similarly, the phrase Bnei
Adam sometimes means specifically males.

Most of the instances cited in the article come from rabbinic
literature; some are found in later literature. The appendix to the article
deals with the word Adam in Ecclesiastes 7:28. The article does not
claim that the word Adam always means a male person; this is the case
only in those instances where the matter is clear from the context.

The Origin, Meaning and Development of the Ervah Sugya in Bavli
Berakhot 24a

Aaron Amit

This article addresses a fascinating sugya that deals with ervah that
originated in Babylonia, which was originally a sugya on Mishnah Hallah
2:3. Over the course of time the sugya was transferred in its entirety from
the original locus of Mishnah Hallah and associated with a baraita now

http://www.oqimta.org.il/oqimta/5775/engabst3.pdf
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