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Ogimta 7 (2021) [21-96]

What is a tannay?*

Moulie Vidas

The noun tannay (»in)? appears frequently in the Palestinian Talmud.
The scholarly consensus is that it has the same range of meanings as its
counterpart in the Babylonian Talmud, tanna. Michael Sokoloff’s author-
itative Dictionary of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic follows J. N. Epstein in
offering three definitions for tannay, each beginning with the Babylonian
term. The first is that tannay is a “Tanna, a scholar mentioned in the
Tannaitic corpus™; this definition is also the primary one offered by Ja-
strow: “a teacher, especially tanna, an authority mentioned in the Mish-
nah,” contrasting it with amora. The second is a “Tanna, one who or-
dered a Tannaitic text.” The third is a “Tanna, oral traditionary,” a pro-

1  Passages from the Yerushalmi and other Palestinian rabbinic texts are cited as they
appear in the Ma’agarim database of the Academy of the Hebrew language unless
otherwise noted. | copy the text exactly as it has been transcribed there, including
the critical signs, so emendations are reflected only in my translations and noted in
the footnotes. Translations also standardize names of the sages regardless of their
spelling. Passages from the Bavli are copied from the Friedberg Project for Talmud
Bavli Variants, with manuscripts noted. Genizah fragments are cited according to
the Friedberg Genizah Project database. Yerushalmi citations in medieval rabbinic
works have been copied from the Talmud Yerushalmi Citation Database.
Translations are mine unless otherwise noted; for the Hebrew Bible | consulted the
New Revised Standard Version. | am grateful to Mira Balberg, Yaacob Dweck,
Ishay Rosen-Zvi, and the anonymous reviewer for their very helpful comments on
earlier versions of this article; and to Harry Spitzer for the most beautiful
quarantine spring and masked summer a guy can ask for.

2 We find the word spelled in different ways, both in the singular and the plural. For
ease of reading, | refer to the word in the Yerushalmi as tannay in the singular and
tannayin in the plural regardless of how the word is spelled in the particular
passage | am discussing.
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Moulie Vidas 22

fessional reciter entrusted with the memorization and transmission of
Tannaitic teachings, in contrast — Epstein’s treatment makes it clear —
with the sages themselves.?

Understanding what tannay means is therefore important not just be-
cause the word figures prominently in the Talmud, but because, if these
interpretations are correct, it is relevant for some of the most fundamental
questions in Talmudic Studies. If it can mean “a sage from the Tannaitic
period,” it is crucial for understanding the sages’ own sense of their his-
tory and periodization; if it can mean “oral traditionary,” it sheds light on
how the sages defined their role in distinction with other figures occupied
with the study of torah; and if it can mean one who “ordered” a Tannaitic
text or a professional transmitter of such a text it is crucial for recon-
structing the mechanisms of composition and transmission of the texts
that became rabbinic literature.

This article argues that, in the Palestinian Talmud, this word means
none of the above and that the existing definitions draw on realities and
distinctions that do not apply to that Talmud and its context. | show that
there is no substantial evidence that the position of a professional reciter
designated tannay existed in late ancient Palestine, and that the interpre-
tation of tannay as referring to such specialists draws on Babylonian pas-
sages which reflect a different place and time. The definition of tannay as
a sage mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus is similarly premised on a later
Babylonian chronological distinction between tanna’im and amora’im
that is not found in the Palestinian Talmud; by interpreting tannay as a
“sage” in general this definition also misses the specific function of the
word. The second definition offered by Epstein, which comes closest
among the existing definitions to capture what tannay means in the
Yerushalmi, still comes short because it relies on a distinction between
“sages” and “arrangers” which the Talmudic sources do not make.

3 Michael Sokoloff, A Dictionary of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic of the Byzantine
Period® (Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan University Press), 678; Jacob N. Epstein,
Introduction to the Mishnaic Text® (Heb.; Jerusalem: Magnes, 2000), 674-5;
Marcus Jastrow, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi,
and Midrashic Literature (London: Luzac, 1903), 1679 (the equivalence with
tannay is on 1680).
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23 What is a Tannay?

Instead, | offer here a single, alternative definition of tannay based
on a comprehensive study of all of its instances in the Talmud.* Under
this definition, tannay is a strictly interpretive term, bound completely
with the text that is being interpreted. Allow me a partial analogy. When
art historians specializing in prehistorical art discuss a cave painting, they
may refer to the “artist” who made the painting: “the artist uses strong
colors,” “the artist repeats the pattern several times in this painting.” But
when they use that term, they do not mean that that person saw himself or
herself as an artist, nor do they mean he or she was an artist in our mod-
ern sense. These art historians themselves might not have the notion of
artist as a profession and still speak about the “artist” of a particular
work. “Artist” in this sense is simply a shorthand for “the person who
made the art,” a figure of speech hypothesized from that artwork rather
than a designation of something beyond it.

My argument is that tannay similarly serves in the Talmud as a fig-
ure of thought and speech that eases analysis and discussion. It does not
qualify people by period or specialization, but rather denotes a particular
activity with respect to a particular object: the transmission and formula-
tion of the recited text (matnita) under interpretation. Both transmission
and formulation, since this term is premised, | will demonstrate, on a no-
tion of recited texts® as both traditional and fixed to some degree, on the
one hand, and malleable on the other hand: as sages were transmitting the

4 Following the list in Moshe Kossovsky, Concordance to the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Palestinian Talmud) (Heb.; 8 vols.; Jerusalem: Israel Academy of Sciences and
Humanities and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1979-2002), 8.677-
680, as well as the lists of the phrase it tannay taney, ibid., 1.418-422, for which |
have also consulted the lists in Moshe Assis, A Concordance of Amoraic Terms
Expressions and Phrases in the Yerushalmi (Heb.; New York and Jerusalem:
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 2010), 82-90. What is said here of
tannay applies also to the rare Hebrew equivalent shoneh, for which see
Kossovsky, Concordance, 8.378.

5  When I discuss the texts available to the sages in this article, | do not mean written
texts, since it seems in all probability that as a rule, the sages studied their texts in
oral form (see Sussmann’s essay cited below, n. 7). What makes these sources
“texts” rather than “traditions” is that they are represented in the Talmud as having
a particular formulation that is to some degree fixed.
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oral tradition (matnita writ large), they adapted it according to their own
positions and understanding, resulting in the multiple versions of that tra-
dition which is evident in the wealth of recited texts. Tannay, then, is the
reciter — that is, transmitter and formulator — of a given recited text.

Does “tannay” mean a professional reciter?

| begin with the third definition offered by Epstein, and therefore Sokol-
off — that tannay means “traditionary” or a professional reciter. In con-
trast with the sense of tannay as “a sage of the Tannaitic period,” this
sense of tannay, the argument goes, applies to individuals who lived in
the Amoraic period and were not sages but rather specialists who assisted
the sages by memorizing and reciting oral traditions, a type of living au-
diobook. Epstein wrote a pioneering exposition of these reciters and their
role in the transmission of rabbinic traditions.® More recently they re-
ceived a prominent place in Sussmann’s major article on the orality of
rabbinic texts.” These scholars as well as others speak of the position of
the reciter as a “unique and developed institution both in Palestine and in
Babylonia.”® My argument in this section is that the evidence for the ex-
istence of this position in Palestine is very weak; that there are few — if

6  Epstein, IMT, 673-692.

7  Yaacov Sussmann, Oral Law Taken Literally: The Power of the Tip of a Yod (Heb.;
Jerusalem: Magnes, 2019); the original publication is in Mehgere Talmud IlI:
Talmudic Studies Dedicated to the Memory of Professor Ephraim E. Urbach (Heb.;
ed. Y. Sussmann and D. Rosenthal; Jerusalem: Magnes, 2005), 209-384. Note that
since the new edition also includes the original pagination, | have used that
pagination to benefit those who have access only to that publication. Sussmann’s
discussion of the reciters spans pages 239-245.

8  Sussmann, Oral Law, 241 and 244-5; Epstein, IMT, 674, argued that the title
“tanna’im” for such reciters was already used in the Tannaitic period itself, in R.
Agiva’s time; all the evidence that is cited to support that claim is from the
Babylonian Talmud or later sources. Another extensive discussion of these reciters
that locates them both in Palestine and Babylonia is Abraham S. Amir, Institutions
and Titles in the Talmudic Literature (Heb.; Jerusalem: Mossad Ha-Rav Kook,
1977), 38-61. Other influential treatments of these reciters include Michael Higger,
Otzar ha-Baraitot (New York: Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1938-
1948), 4.494-488 and Saul Lieberman, Hellenism in Jewish Palestine (New York:
Jewish Theological Seminary, 1950), 88-98.
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25 What is a Tannay?

any — passages which talk about tannayin who are contemporary of Amo-
raic-era sages; and that therefore tannay cannot have this meaning in the
Palestinian Talmud.

While evidence of professional reciters is strongest in Geonic texts,®
it is certainly clear in many passages in the Babylonian Talmud that tan-
na can refer to particular individuals, contemporary with Amoraic-era
sages but distinct from them, who specialize in the recitation of tradition
— even if the degree of institutionalization and professionalization is not
similar to what we see in the later Geonic sources.!® In one passage in
Qiddushin we find a definition of such a reciter. The passage discusses
various cases in which a man says to a woman that she is betrothed to
him only on condition that he has a certain possession or characteristic —
“[you are betrothed to me] on condition that | am a priest”; “on condition
that | am a sage” and so forth. One of the examples discussed is “on con-
dition that | am a reciter [tanna],” and the passage goes on to say that the
betrothal is only valid if the man can recite a certain range of traditional
texts.!! In other passages, the Talmud records interactions between rabbis

9  Simcha Emanuel, “New Responsa of Rav Hai Ga’on”, Tarbiz 69 (2000), 105-126
(Heb.).

10 The evidence here is drawn from Epstein, IMT, 675-6.

11 b. Qidd. 49b: 'nooIm X190 'noY %107 7w (Ms. Munich 95). Though here, too, it is not
clear whether the tanna refers to a person who assumed a particular position in a
scholarly setting or simply to a person who is well-versed in tradition — or if that
distinction is indeed relevant for the Bavli here. The specific context of the mention
of the tanna is in the analysis of the stipulation “anw -wxw,” where the Bavli
distinguishes between two senses, “that | [can] recite” (x3n) and “that | am a
reciter” (Xax Xin), the latter requiring a higher level of knowledge. This may suggest
that tanna refer to the particular designation in the rabbinic learning environment.
But the discussion right before may point in a different direction, since it makes the
same distinction, concerning someone who said “that | read [the Scripture]” ( "1xw
X71p; with the manuscripts), between saying “x1™p” and “xix x1p”, and we do not
know of gara as a position in the same way (though see n. 80). To be sure,
throughout the passage the Bavli emphasizes skills rather than roles, let alone
positions; but that does not mean the examples it offers are not of well-known roles.
When it gives the example of the sage, it clarifies that the person does not need to
be a prominent sage or even a full time sage — we do not require him to be “like the
sages of Yavneh, like R. Agiva and his friends, but rather anyone who is asked
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and such reciters: we hear of reciters emending their recitation to include
an addition suggested by an Amoraic-era scholar;*? and, in the other di-
rection, we find sages asking the reciters questions when they are in
doubt about recited texts;*® on one occasion when the precise version of a
text is questioned, one sage defends it by reporting: “I once came to the
lecture of Rav Pinhas b. R. Ami, and a reciter [tanna] stood and recited
[the text] before him, and he [R. Pinhas] accepted it from him.”** There
are also more ideologically charged portrayals of these reciters: one pas-
sage compares the reciter with his Zoroastrian counterpart who recites
texts mindlessly, without understanding what he recites; it goes on to
state that “the reciters are destroyers of the world” and warns its audience
not to mix with them.®®

We find none of this in the Yerushalmi. Absent are not only the
ideological representations or explicit definition, but, more important, the
ordinary reports of interaction that we find in the Bavli. In the
Yerushalmi, we never hear of sages, or anyone for that matter, asking the
reciters something, or the reciters responding to what the sages say; we
never hear of reciters reciting “in the presence” of a particular sage, as
we do often in the Bavli (more on that below). This is despite hundreds
of instances of the word tannay in the Yerushalmi. If that word referred
to reciters who were ubiquitous in the rabbinic learning environment — if,

something of wisdom anywhere and he is able to say it”; still the very fact that that
clarification is necessary shows that the presumption is that a “sage” refers to a
particular role or position.

12 b. Zev. 114b: >xin myap *°y17 (Bologna fragment).

13 See b. B. M. 34a, 7ywiR 1 271 X1 1 27 *RIn? mrhRw (according to Ms. Munich;
the tanna’ei appear also in Ms. Escorial, but they are “elders,” “>20”, in Ms.
Vatican 115). See also b. Nid. 43a, 337 272 *1n7 ROKY '59 273 °INT '2°K “RIN? WINW
13 297 72 (Ms. Munich 95).

14 b. Pes. 100a: “°n 722021 7P RIN RIN OP1 MK 72 ON°D 277 70007 WK RIX” (Ms.
Munich 95; all manuscripts record the reciter, but some erroneously skip the verb
“recited” and some omit the verb “rose”; Ms. Columbia and Enelow record “did not
say anything to him” as the token of acceptance).

15 b. Sot. 22a; on this passage and its context see Moulie Vidas, Tradition and the
Formation of the Talmud (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014), 115-166.
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as Sussmann writes, “each yeshiva and all the great Amoraic sages had
appointed ‘tanna’im ”® — the absence of any report of an interaction with
them would be strange.

In the representation of rabbinic study we find in the Yerushalmi,
recitation is performed not by specialists called “reciters” but by the sag-
es themselves. The comparison with the Bavli is again instructive. Suss-
mann writes that the fact that reciters are never named indicates that they
were generally “not from the ranks of the sages but younger individuals”
who received “specific training” for this purpose.l’ He demonstrates this
anonymity, among other things, with the common phrase in the Bavli, “a
reciter recited before [i.e., in the presence of] Rabbi so-and-so.”*® In the
Yerushalmi, anonymous recitation in the presence of other sages appears
rarely, and not with a “reciter” but with an elder (contrast Sussmann’s
“younger” individuals): “a certain elder recited before Rabbi Zeira.”*°
Much more commonly, the closest Yerushalmi parallel to the Bavli’s
phrase presents a sage who is reciting in the presence of another sage;
this includes sometimes well-known, sometimes lesser-known sages, but
all titled “Rabbi”: “Rabbi Jacob recited before Rabbi Jeremiah,” “Rabbi
Yassa recited before Rabbi Yohanan,” “Rabbi Abbahu recited before
Rabbi Yohanan,” “Rabbi Aha b. Papa recited before Rabbi Zeira.”?° At
one point, Sussmann simply reads the word tanna into the Yerushalmi; in
order to support a suggestion that the reciters may have been designated
to a special room outside the academy, he cites a passage from the
Yerushalmi thus: “go out and ask [the tanna].... they went out and asked
him.”?! But if we look up the reference, we find that no tannay is men-
tioned there anywhere, and the sage is named: “Go out and ask Rabbi

16 Sussmann, Oral Law, 242.

17 Sussmann, Oral Law, 241 and n. 53.

18 See e.g., b. Ber. 5a: “jm "7 7np Xin van” (Ms. Oxford), b. Pes. 13b, b. Ket. 65b,
and many other places.

19 . Bik. 3:6 65d.

20 Respectively, y. Ber. 8:6 12b, y. Pe’ah 1:1 15a, y. Yebam. 8:2 9b, y. Ter. 7:2 44d
and many other places — see some of the entries in Assis, Concordance, 1400-4 and
1423-33.

21 Sussmann, Oral Law, 242 n. 55.
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Isaac the Great”??! To be sure, some sages were more involved in the
recitation of oral traditions than others;?® but they are never set apart
from the rest of the sages, nor are they ever called “reciters.”

The difference in naming goes in the other direction as well. It is true
that generally, we do not know the names of the recitation specialists
mentioned in the Bavli; but sometimes we do hear of them: “Ahai, the
tanna of R. Hiyya asked R. Hiyya”; “Ashian, the tanna of the house of R.
Ammi asked R. Ammi.”?* But in the Yerushalmi we never hear of any-
one called the “tannay” of R. so-and-so; in fact no one contemporary
with Amoraic-era sages is ever called a tannay at all.?®

That tannay does not refer to a specific position or institution is also
evident in comparison with another, much less common word, matneyn.
Sussmann employs one such text to show that the reciters may have been
paid for their services:?

y. Nedarim 4:3 38c

0172 ONR AR 0172 OIX 77 ."'D0Own 2PN 0ONXR N7t ax1" 'no
D°nPn ank Puowm Bpn "Suown oopn” P'n] L0 onom Xapn 21
7201 Xneoanm i [13191 .0wam XIpn Dama 7R OnR XY .0Ina

P20 77 72002 0w LHRYAY P2 1710 M AR LITAR

22 y. M. S. 5:155d: X211 prix> % 1HORW 1199,

23 See the comparison, at y. Hor. 3:8 48c, between the sage who arranges teachings
(sodran) and the sages who through reasoning comes up with new ones (pilpelan),
though overall such distinctions are more rare in the Yerushalmi than they are in
the Bavli, and they are not associated with the word tannay. On the importance of
memorizing skills among sages in Palestine, see Shlomo Naeh, “Omanut ha-
zikaron, mivnim shel zikaron ve-tavniot shel teqst be-sifrut hazal,” in Mehqgere
Talmud 111 (above n. 7), 543-89.

24 b. Ber. 14a; see Sussmann, Oral Law, 241 n. 53.

25 Kossovsky (8.679) lists a Concordance entry according to which R. Zeira is called
tanna; but the word there is the verb, “recited” — thus in the Academy’s edition they
separated Zeira’s name from the verb with a period: ““ 297 "X X0 XY " W[17]
a7 72 XaR 277 XK 12 80 (y. Ber. 1:1 3a).

26  Sussmann, Oral Law, 243 n. 60.
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It is written: “See | now teach you statutes and ordinances”
(Deut 4:5). Just like I [do so] for free so [should] you [do so] for
free.

Is it possible that even Scripture and its translation [targum] are
so [i.e., taught for free]?

Scripture teaches, “statutes and ordinances” (ibid.) — statutes and
ordinances you [must] teach for free, but you do not teach for
free Scripture and its translation.

But we?’ see the teachers of tradition [matnayta] charging fees?
Said R. Judan b. R. Ishmael: They merely take compensation for
their time.?

It is true that the matnayta here charge fees; but these, as Epstein noted,
are not the tannayin.?® The matneyn, we know from here and other pas-
sages, was a teacher of traditions in the context of broad, elementary ed-
ucation rather than academic study. Consider the following passages:

27

28

29

y. Hagigah 1:7 76¢

RD™IP2 MY MR M7 ORI o MY mhw Xw 1T M
X2 TMOWR RDY DR A7 N2V LPPI0INNY 1°I90 117 RIPNN? ORIWOTTRYINT
771NN R?Y 790

R. Judan the Patriarch sent R. Hiyya, R. Assi, and R. Immi to
pass through the towns of the Land of Israel to appoint for them
teachers of scripture [safrin] and teachers of oral tradition [mat-
neynin]. They entered one place and they found neither a teacher
of scripture nor a teacher of tradition [matneyn].

Reading “mm” instead of Ms. Leiden’s “197” (“and so”), following the reading in
Meiri, 149 (“1x17).

Literally, “wage of idleness,” since they are idling from other labor they could have
performed in the time that they teach.

See Epstein, IMT, 676-7.
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y. Qiddushin 4:13 66b

727 KD DIPR IR MY ORI %121 AWK ? WO N AX IR MYOR M oIn
J1397] :(h27) Poann 7 1912y DRynw %2 1710 ' .00

It was recited: R. Eleazar says: Even someone who has wife and
sons and they are not with him in that place may not teach
scribes.

R. Judan b. R. Ishmael removed® a certain teacher of tradition
[matneyn] like this.

Regardless of whether the story in Hagigah is fiction or a reliable report,
it too presents the matneyn as a particular position — people can be ap-
pointed to it, and there are towns which have them and towns which do
not have them. The passage in Qiddushin similarly discusses a position,
in the sense that it comes with certain stipulations and one can be re-
moved from it. But again, none of these passages discuss the reciter,
tannay, but rather the matneyn, which is a different word: whereas the
Hebrew equivalent of tannay is shoneh, the Hebrew equivalent of mat-
neyn is mashne.® The contexts of all three passages are education of
youths, rather than advanced study: these teachers of tradition are paired
with the teachers of Scripture as the two components of elementary edu-
cation;*? the sages seek to appoint them in all towns in the land, rather
than in centers of scholarship. Even if the two words are close,* the pat-

30 Reading “-2v” for Ms. Leiden’s “72v” (“made™); see Z. W. Rabinovitz, Si‘are
Torath Eretz Israel: Notes and Comments on Yerushalmi (Heb.; Jerusalem, 1940),
462.

31 See the parallel to the passage from y. Hag. in Pesigta de-Rav Kahana, Ekha 5
(“oawm om910”), and also in the parallel to the passage from y. Ned. noted below in
Lev. Rabbah 30:1 (488).

32 Seealsoy. Ma‘as. 3:7 50d.

33 Geonic-era authors sometimes used these words interchangeably, see Epstein, IMT,
689. The passages at y. Yev. 12:2 12d and y. Shevi. 4:1 35a, which are similar to the
“two reciters” type explored in the next section, might seem to be exceptions but
they discuss not the matneyn, but rather, as Epstein has interpreted, matneyan,
“recited texts” (n1awn) — see IMT, 249 — as demonstrated by the gender of the
number. See also the Midrashic evidence discussed towards the end of this section.
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tern is clear: almost all of the occurrences of matneyn suggest an ap-
pointed position, whereas not any of the occurrences of tannay do. My
point is not only that the terms are distinct, but also that the matneyn pas-
sages show us what an institutionalized position does look like in the
Palestinian Talmud: there are wages, criteria, appointments; none of
these appear with respect to the tannay.

But it is not just that tannay is not an institutionalized position; the
issue, again, is that it does not refer to people with whom the sages ever
interact. Compare the case of the amora, less of an appointment and
more of a role certain sages may undertake — a “speaker” or “spokesman”
who would proclaim out loud and elucidate to the audience the senior
sage’s words.>* We find in the Yerushalmi that sages speak to their amo-
ra — “Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] commanded Abedan, his amora: De-
clare to the public.... R. Hiyya b. Abba commanded his amora: Declare
to the public....”.*® The interaction goes both ways; in one passage, R.
Yohanan answers a question an amora asks him.%® We know some amo-
ra’im by name, and they have biographies and habits. One passage tells
us that “R. Pedat was the amora of R. Yassa,” and, when R. Yassa cited a
teaching from R. Eleazar, who was R. Pedat’s father, R. Pedat would
employ different citation conventions: if he also heard that specific teach-
ing himself from his father, he would say, “thus the master said in fa-
ther’s name,” but when he had not heard it himself, he would say, “thus
the master said in the name of R. Eleazar.”®” We find no such reports on
the behavior of the tannayin or their personal details.

Having now surveyed some of the negative evidence — what is not
said about the tannayin in the Palestinian Talmud, in comparison either
with other figures in that Talmud or with the tanna of the Babylonian
Talmud, I now turn to prominent passages scholars have invoked to sup-
port the understanding of tannayin as professional reciters or as contem-
poraries of Amoraic scholars. | begin with a passage from tractate She-
Vi ‘it

34 On this position, see Amir, Institutes and Titles, 89-106.
35 vy.Ber.4:17c.

36 y.Git. 1:143b.

37 y.Meg. 4:9 75c.
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V. Shevi ‘it 7:3 37¢C

WY AR TOWRR AN 1T AMNAM 3 RN 02 PR M awa RR M
IR PIORY RI2RTUAR IR 02 w0 100 PR [DIR] w2 30
TR MW 1977 PRYY Y212 WY MWD 1077w 027 9 .30 AR LTPIIRY

17 TIN AW LNWT 1977 PRY 1 MWD 1977 172 190K

R. Illa [said] in the name of R. Simeon b. Abba: R. Yohanan and
his fellows were sitting and questioning, saying: [the husks and
pits mentioned in the Mishnah,] are they subject to [the law of]
removal [and must be removed from one’s possessions in the
sabbatical year] or not subject to removal? R. Yannai passed by.
They said: Here is a man [who would know®], let us ask him.
They went and asked him. He said to them: “‘Anything that falls
[from the tree after ripening] is subject to removal, and anything
that does not fall is not subject to removal.” And those of them
[i.e., species] which some of them [the produce] falls and some
of them do not fall — and the reciter slipped off from it [i.e.,
from teaching about that latter case].”

Judah Felix suggested that “the reciter” here refers to R. Yannai.>® Ac-
cording to this interpretation we have a person, contemporary with the
Talmud’s sages and interacting with them, who is called a “reciter.” But
why would the Talmud suddenly call R. Yannai “the reciter” when just a
few words before he was called R. Yannai? A better interpretation of this
passage is suggested by a passage where a very similar phrase is used:

y. Megillah 3:1 73d
23 DY PwWRIM TN .2WAIT 23 Y 2OWAIM L0023 DY 7N PIn

38 Cf.y.R.H.4:159%.

39

Judah Felix, Talmud yerushalmi: masekhet shevi‘it (Jerusalem: Zur Ot, 1980),
2.130. Felix parses the passage a bit differently than how | presented it above: he
takes the sentence, “and those of them which, some of them fall and some of them
do not fall” to be a question by R. Yohanan and his fellows, and “the reciter slipped
off from it” as an answer specifically to that question.
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TR M PwWmIM AN 023 DY 2°2N00) 2°KR°21 RY PIAR .0°2IN0) R0l
S 7710 PAY WM 8N .7 M awa

They [may] put Torah [scrolls] on top of Torah [scrolls], and
[scrolls of individual] Pentateuch books on top of [scrolls of in-
dividual] Pentateuch books. [They may also put] Torah [scrolls]
and [scrolls of individual] Pentateuch books on top of [scrolls
of] the Prophets and the Writings — but not [scrolls of] the
Prophets and the Writings on top of Torah [scrolls] and [scrolls
of individual] Pentateuch books.

R. Jeremiah [said] in the name of R. Zeira: Torah [scrolls] and
[scrolls of individual] Pentateuch books [and whether one may
be put on top of the other] — the reciter left it.

In this passage, R. Zeira comments that the text, which teaches which
sacred books may be placed one on top of the other, neglects to tell us the
ruling with respect to scenarios involving a combination between two
types of sacred books, Torah scrolls and individual books of the Penta-
teuch. He says “the reciter left it,” a close phrase to the phrase which ap-
pears at the end of the passage about R. Yannai. But no particular person
is mentioned here. When R. Zeira says “reciter” he means “whoever for-
mulated this text”; the phrase is simply another way to say “the text left
this issue out.” Back to our passage in Shevi ‘it, we can now understand
“the reciter slipped off from it” not as referring to R. Yannai, but as part
of R. Yannai’s answer: he notes, very much like in the passage from Me-
gillah, that the recited text he had just cited leaves out a particular set of
scenarios.

Epstein adduces the following passage which seems to refer to Rav’s
reciter:

y. Baba Batra 10:6 17c

'R LT D2 aPP Y PRI PR LT M IN LT D02 2R 10 YUY LnR 20
RN27 X777 717 K2 797100 27 YA 19K 0T

[Regarding someone who paid part of his debt,] Rav said: They
make for him a confirmation of the court”; R. Hiyya recited:
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They do not make for him a confirmation of the court. Said R.
Jeremiah: If Rav had heard from his reciter he would not have
said this thing.

But this text should be corrected, replacing one letter and reading matnita
(7nmann) instead of mittannayeh (57°°1nn), a correction suggested by Assis
and Rabbinowitz:*° “If Rav had heard the tradition, he would not have
said this thing.” There is no reason for a reciter to be mentioned here.
The version reading “from his reciter” is missing the main point, the ob-
ject of the sentence, what Rav did not hear. There is a readily available
explanation for a scribal error here: the scribe may have incorrectly cop-
ied “1nn 277 because the sage by that name, R. Matanya (7°°1nn ') is
mentioned just a couple of pages before this passage (y. B. B. 9:4 17a).
The phrase “°27 n°27 »1n” appears in a significant number of passag-
es in the Yerushalmi. Kossovsky translates it as “the students of the
House of Rabbi [Judah the Patrirarch]” and lists instances of the phrase
as a sub-entry for the noun tannay.** Under this interpretation, we have
here references for reciters who are appointed in a specific house of
study. Except the word should be read not as a plural form of the noun
tannay but rather the third person plural of the verb “recite,”** and as
with other references to houses of study, the subject of the verb should be
supplied. Just as “pank °R1° °27 °27” means “[those] of the House of Yan-
nai say,”*® so does this phrase mean “[those] of the house of Rabbi re-
cite.” Consider the juxtaposition, ‘27 *27 »1n ...1°10 1R (y. Shevi it 2:5
33d). The first leg of the phrase is composed of a pronoun (“we”) and a
verb (“have recited”), but if we interpret “>»1n” as a noun, the second leg
will miss the verb. The juxtaposition should be translated, “we have re-
cited... [those] of the house of Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] recite,” much
like the juxtaposition “X>r °27 °1n ...32°10 IR means “we have recited... R.

40 Assis, Concordance, 1103 n. 1816; Rabinovitz, STEI, 507. For an alternative
correction see Rosenthal, cited by Assis there.

41 Kossovsky, Concordance, 8.680.

42  See Epstein, IMT, 43 n. 2.

43 Seee.g.,y.Ber.4:17c.
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Hiyya recited.”** Assis recognizes that this word is a verb, and nonethe-
less supplies “reciters,” translating “[the reciters] of R.’s house recite”;*
but there is no reason to do so0.*® There are other instances where the
word has been perceived as a noun when it is more likely a verb.*’

Sussmann quotes the following passage to support his suggestion
that there were several reciters in the large academies:

m. Rosh ha-Shanah 4:9

JIRCRODM 20 .20n T () 90 D 2%h 0RT mYww awd
N2 07 [2°277] DR XXM N2XT w(R)

Just as the agent of the congregation is obligated [to pray] so do
each and every individual [in the congregation] is obligated.
Rabban Gamaliel says: The agent of the congregation discharges
everyone of their obligation.

y. Rosh ha-Shanah 4:9 59d (par. y. Berakhot 4:7 8c)

29 0P .RNYY DR NPXT M .RNYOPNA AN PN 10 XT0M 27 W M
I RPDLEA LY AR LPDE 720 K LRV ' h R L7008 Sva R0
729K HROONA 1290 VI L M awa pan PaRY X2 INIT 0980
IR TTIPT ' RN 0T PO NPIND 1R LNIND RPT RINY LRNYOPN

.0°100 QW32 777 °I0 OYWT ' LHRONA 127 awa 77 710 X2In 9

R. Zeira and Rav Hisda were sitting there [i.e., in Babylonia]
during the teqgi‘ata [the prayers interspersed with the Shofar

44 Seee.g.y.Ber. 1:12a.

45  Assis, Concordance, 1437 n. 586: ‘>3 n»a bw [ooXinn] onw.”

46  Similarly, in y. Ned. 37b 2:1 we find “x»%5 21 n°a7 »»1n,” but again this is the verb —
the same phrase appears just a few lines above as “»%5 27 n°a7 0. Cf. y. Naz. 7:4
56b: “X?°R 1 9y 299 a0 »in.” Iny. Ned., Assis (Concordance, 1437) corrects “>in”
to “>»an” in light of the later instance, but the correction can, after all, go the other
way around, and at any event both can be verbal. Assis also wonders why the text
does not employ the definite form “x»in,” but according to the interpretation
offered here that is not a problem.

47 Seey. Bikk. 3:3 65d, “>in 7wo1 70291,” “let us pretend to be reciting” (rather than “let
us pretend to be reciters”) and see n. 25 above.
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blasts]. After they had prayed the prayer, Rav Hisda rose in or-
der to pray [again]. R. Zeira said to him: Did we not already
pray? He said to him: | pray and pray again. For the westerners
[i.e., sages from Palestine] came and said*® in the name of R.
Yohanan: The law accords with Rabban Gamaliel in these te-
gi‘ata. And | had not directed [my attention properly in prayer].
Had I directed, | would have been discharged of my obligation.
Said R. Zeira: And this is appropriate. For all the reciters re-
cite it [that position] in the name of Rabban Gamaliel, and R.
Hoshayah recites it in the name of the sages.

The Mishnah presents a dispute between the sages and Rabban Gamaliel
on whether the leader of the prayer discharges the community of its obli-
gation to pray: Rabban Gamaliel says he does; the majority of sages say
he does not. Rav Hisda tells us he relies on a report from Palestine that R.
Yohanan ruled that the law follows Rabban Gamaliel and R. Zeira prais-
es R. Yohanan’s ruling. The issue is that this ruling goes against a gen-
eral rule in understanding Mishnaic disputes, evident to some degree al-
ready in the Mishnah itself: in cases where there is a dispute between the
anonymous position and an attributed position, the anonymity is taken as
an indication that the position is endorsed by the majority of the sages
and therefore the law follows the anonymous position. This is why R.
Zeira adds to his praise a comment about an alternative version of this
dispute between the sages and Rabban Gamaliel: he notes that while all
the reciters recite the teaching in the name of Rabban Gamaliel, as we
find it in the Mishnah, R. Hoshaya recites the teaching in the name of the
sages — and so according to this version R. Yohanan’s ruling actually
does follow the majority of the sages.

Michael Higger and Sussmann — unlike Epstein — interpret this pas-
sage to refer to Amoraic-era professional reciters.*® Perhaps they consid-

48 Ms. Leiden reads here: “said there,” but this might be an error since in the story, the
Palestinian scholars are situated in Babylonia.

49  Sussmann, Oral Law, 242 n. 55 (acknowledging that Epstein, IMT, 674 places it
under the second definition, that of “arranger”); Higger, Otzar, 4.497: “There is no
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er that the preference R. Zeira shows for R. Hoshaya’s version over the
reciters’ version means that the reciters cannot be Tannaitic-era sages, as
they would have more authority than R. Hoshaya. Or perhaps they think
that the very comparison between the reciters and R. Hoshaya, an Amo-
raic-era sage, implies that both are from the Amoraic period. But neither
of these reasons is convincing. To begin with, R. Hoshaya is of course
also not a professional reciter, and is never called tannay, so however we
interpret the word he is not included among the tannayin. More im-
portant, from another passage in the Yerushalmi which presents a very
similar situation, it is clear that a version of a recited teaching attributed
to an Amoraic-era sage can be compared, and even considered to be pre-
ferred, to a version of a Tannaitic-era sage:

y. Yevamot 4:10 6b (par. y. Meqillah 1:3 70d, v. Ta ‘anit 2:8 66a)

TTYY ' I S0P M0 M A M I RTAIW RDN AR N2 72 Pwaw
'Y awa 70 ' AR OIN MOWR LROTD PV RAN0 7RAY MR LAV
Y70 R20 MIXY AR PR " awa 701 M A% 00T A vaw nvaw o) vRn

ARDA! P

Simeon b. Abba said: A case came before R. Yohanan and he
ruled in accordance with R. Yose. And R. Eleazar was troubled.
He said: “They abandon the anonymous [position] and act ac-
cording to the individual [opinion]!”

It was found that R. Hiyya recited it [the anonymous position] in
the name of R. Meir. When he [R. Eleazar] heard™ that R. Hiy-
ya recited it in the name of R. Meir, he said: The old man [R.
Yohanan] knows his material well himself!

Mishnah Yevamot 4:10 presents a dispute between an anonymous posi-

doubt R. Zeira is speaking about the ‘zanna’im’ during the Amoraic period who
transmitted a version of the Mishnah.”

50 Correcting 1% "7 7% yaw nwaw M3, a graphic error, to 137 "1n7 vaw 73, with both
parallels.

51 Correcting Xu3, another graphic error, to 7°n73, with both parallels.
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tion and other positions, one of which is attributed to R. Yose. R. Yohan-
an rules according to R. Yose, and R. Eleazar protests against sidelining
the anonymous position for an individual position. It is subsequently dis-
covered that R. Hiyya, a figure very similar to R. Hoshaya, recites the
anonymous position in R. Meir’s name; according to this version, then,
R. Yohanan is siding with R. Yose not against the majority but rather
against R. Meir, and R. Eleazar thus eventually approves of his ruling. In
both this passage and the passage in Rosh ha-Shanah, a ruling by R. Yo-
hanan which endorses a minority position is subsequently praised when a
version of the dispute with different attributions is discovered. In both
passages the praise is based on a version attributed to an Amoraic-era
sage. The next unit in the passage in Yevamot shows that the version op-
posing R. Hiyya was perceived as stemming not from an Amoraic-era
professional memorizer but from one of the most prominent Tannaitic-
era sages:

y. Yevamot 4:10 6b (par. y. Meqillah 1:3 70d, v. Ta ‘anit 2:8 66a)

DI 7 TR M owa AR M PRI M AR pan LT M nIp Rya RIn
MR P37 MR DR RO L7IWH 2NOD 9N ano mawY M npYonn M mww
npYonn Bann M maw 1 [1an] [13](2a?)n AR 1n 8nPT RS L
DONR XOX DPYPRn DInn M 7owR X9T ORNR .oNod n ano mawy mm
2PV M ORI M RNR .ONDD 0 XN 1DW 9 XY N0 v N nponn 1w
TIW 'Y NPI9AR DOINR UW 19DRY LATYY ' awa RAR T2 YAY 'Y RAR 72

.ono> "1 ono

R. Mana asked before R. Judan: But did not® R. Hezekiah [said
that] R. Abbahu [said] in the name of R. Eleazar, “Every place
in which Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] recited a dispute, and then
went back and recited anonymously, the law is according to the
anonymous Mishnah” — and here you say thus?

He said to him: Perhaps it is not Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch], but
another who said it.

52 Correcting with parallels, which have 15 ®%. Moscovitz, “Parallels,” 547, suggests
the “there” arrived here fromy. Sot. 6:1 20d.
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But if>® where Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] recited the tradition
in dispute and then went back and recited anonymously the law
is according to the anonymous Mishnah, where® it was not
found that Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] recited the tradition in
dispute, but rather others recited a dispute and R. [Judah the Pa-
triarch] recited anonymously, is it not all the more so the case
that the law should be according to the anonymous [Mishnah]?

Came R. Hezekiah [and said that] R. Jacoob b. Aha [said that]
R. Simeon b. Abba [said] in the name of R. Eleazar: And even if
others recited a dispute and R. [Judah the Patriarch] recited
anonymously, the law is according to the anonymous [Mishnah].

As is evident from this discussion, the composer of this passage under-
stood the version which recites the teaching anonymously to be R. Judah
the Patriarch’s. And that makes sense — after all, it is in his mishnah,
“the” Mishnah. This passage does suggest reasons to prefer the version
in the Mishnah in halakhic decisions — but none of the reasons mentioned
is that the version of an Amoraic-era sage like R. Hiyya or R. Hoshaya is
a priori inferior in authority to that of a Tannaitic-era sage; they are all
concerned with the specific authority of the Mishnah and the particular
way the tradition developed.>® There are other places where the Talmud
speaks of Tannaitic-era sages varying in whether they recite a teaching
anonymously or with attribution, using a language very similar to our

53 Reading the Leiden text, prior to its correction, as 31 PR n, with Assis,
Concordance, 929 n. 335.

54  Correcting "xnx to 2nx, with parallels.

55 The Yerushalmi here applies a rule by R. Eleazar, “Every place in which Rabbi
[Judah the Patriarch] recited a dispute, and then went back and recited
anonymously, the law is according to the anonymous Mishnah,” but it applies it
differently than in the other passages in the Yerushalmi in which it appears. In the
other passages, the rule applies to the sequence of the Mishnah: if there is a law that
appears contested in the Mishnah but subsequently, in a later passage in the
Mishnah, the same law appears anonymously, it must be endorsed (see y. ‘Or. 2:1
61d, y. Pes. 3:3 30b, and y. Sot. 6:1 20d). Here, the rule applies to the development
of the tradition, to anonymization of an attributed tradition by R. Judah the
Patriarch (which is also posited, in a different context, at y. Sot. 3:6 19b).
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passage.®® Thus we can conclude that “all reciters” in the passage in Rosh
ha-Shanah are similar to R. Judah the Patriarch in the passage in Ye-
vamot: both are the formulators of the texts in which the attribution under
discussion appears, and their positions are inferred from their texts. The
“all” in R. Zeira’s statement refers to all formulators of the teachings, of
which we have two surviving texts — the passage in the Mishnah and an-
other one in the Tosefta.>’

A few passages in the Yerushalmi report that sages heard certain re-
citers. Modern scholars have taken these to mean that these sages en-
countered and heard people called reciters. The following text is adduced
as an example by Epstein, Sussmann and Sokoloff:

y. Bikkurim 3:3 65¢

AROW TV WD IR TARD MW PRI PIDA PIMY OV 9 0121 ROWITWD
T2 D121 77¥7 112 D101 X0 .MM Y PWIY 0121w 1T N2 AR v onb
12 2w WARY TV AW TARY TAW TR AW IR TAW TR 0I1DIW 2On
Rlariak!

Y PAYRY T 7NN RAY 92 M RTYN 1020 P90 P M R M
12 AR LD PO DY .19 9% 72317 11V 21N XN 10 NWaw 70 onp
TN R WP PRYRY Snynw

D217 21N RN I VAW 7 0198 22p7 YA R NN VA N0 RYT '
NPIA 1PV 992 .N9ON 91T XKW 1NN

“When the patriarch enters, everyone rises, and not one of them
has permission to sit until he [the patriarch] tells them, “sit
down.” [...] When a sage enters one sits and one stands, one sits
and one stands, until the he [the sage] arrives and sits at his
place.”

When R. Meir would enter the meeting house, everyone saw
him and rose before him [as the practice is for the Patriarch,
even though R. Meir is merely a sage]. When they heard this

56 Seey. Shevi. 2:1 33¢: “9271 1272 AW 1WA N NP AW RN 17, R. Meir recited
it disputed and R. Simeon recited it as everyone’s words.”
57 t.R.H.2:14.

http://www.ogimta.org.il/oqimta/2021/vidas7.pdf



41 What is a Tannay?

reciter reciting, they wanted to do so with him [i.e., having just
one rise and one sit at a time]. He got angry and came out. He
said to them: “I heard that we [should] increase in [matters of]
holiness and not diminish.”

They wanted to appoint R. Zeira [for an official position], but he
did not want to accept it upon him. When he heard this reciter
reciting, “a sage, a groom, and a patriarch — greatness atones for
them” — he accepted upon himself to be appointed.

This passage records two instances in which individuals change their be-
havior after they hear “this reciter reciting” a text. In the first instance,
attendees of the meeting house learn from the text that they do not need
to pay as much ritual respect to R. Meir as they have been, and reduce, to
his annoyance, the honorific behavior they have been according him until
that point. In the second instance, R. Zeira, who has been reluctant to
take on an official appointment, learns that undertaking it may atone for
his transgressions and then accepts it. In neither of these instances there
is any interaction with the reciter. In both cases, “this reciter” can simply
refer to the sage speaking in the anonymous text, reciting the tradition
from which these individuals learn something new that changes their be-
havior. This is clearer in the following passage employing a similar
phrase:

y. Bava Batra 2:3 12¢

YW 70 YW 20 MAwnw ROR L0VHn 'YK 17PN 102 Nk LN
X7 NI TIWNT AR TN 0K L0127 TIAR I3 7000 270 7000 P
ST 5707 Y127 RMIT ROR 73w SNywiw

[The ruling in m. B. B. 2:3 prohibits someone to open a heat-
producing shop, such as a bakery, below another person’s food
storehouse, since the heat coming up from the shop would dam-
age the goods in the storehouse. The ruling makes an exception
in the case of wine.]

It has been recited: “It is true that in [the case of a storehouse of]
wine they permitted [for someone to open a heat-producing shop
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beneath it, since] even though it reduces it [in quantity], it im-
proves it [in quality].”

Rav Hoshaya, when he heard this reciter, placed his wine on
the roof of the bathhouse [thinking the heat would improve his
wine], and the smell of his wine turned stinky. He said: “The
tradition [ha-mishnah]®® misled me.” Not that the tradition mis-
lead him,>® but the smell of the bathhouse makes the wine stink.

In this case, R. Hoshaya hears a reciter who explains that a heat-
producing shop was permitted to be placed under stored wine because
heat improves the quality of wine. He decides to put his own wine on top
of a bathhouse, and when the wine’s odor turns bad, he blames the tradi-
tion for misleading him. For Rav Hoshaya, “the reciter” and “the tradi-
tion” are one, since “reciter” is simply the persona behind the tradition,
the speaker in the text. If “reciter” here meant professional reciter, we
would expect Rav Hoshaya to blame the reciter — a convenient target for
accusation. Indeed, Kossovsky understand the object of Rav Hoshaya’s
criticism as mashneh, the teacher of tradition discussed earlier in this ar-
ticle, probably because of the reference to tannay in this passage;®® but
that is an unlikely reading: as we have seen, mashneh and shoneh are two

58 For an alternative reading of this word, see below. Asevilli cites the text as “a
reciter of the house of Rav Hoshaya placed his wine on the roof of the bathhouse
and it became stinky. He [the reciter] said to Rav Hoshaya, ‘the tradition misled
me.” Not that the tradition misled him but the bathhouse’s smell makes it stink”
(Novellae on Bava Batra, 20a). But this version would make this passage very
exceptional in the Yerushalmi’s descriptions of reciters: the reciter speaks to a sage
and performs an action that is not reciting — which never happens in the
Yerushalmi. It is more likely that this version is based on a mistaken reading of the
phrase “when he — [Rav Hoshaya] heard this reciter” — understanding it as “when
this reciter heard [this teaching].” Rabbenu Hananel records “Rav Hoshaya heard
this tradition [matnita],” and similarly Meiri (except the sage there is Rava).

59 Reading “anyvn” rather than ““nvwn,” following Ms. Escorial, taking this sentence to
be an anonymous comment about Rav Hoshaya rather than part of his own
statement. The possibility that it is a recanting by Rav Hoshaya is less likely since
we would expect something like “he retracted and said” (“1aR) 711”).

60 Kossovsky, Concordance, 8.378.
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different things, and furthermore, the verb here is in the feminine form,
so the reading must be mishnah rather than mashneh.5! It seems, then,
that both in Bava Batra and in Bikkurim the preferable interpretation is
that the reciter is not a contemporary, real-life professional reciter but
rather the person speaking in the anonymous text cited.

The last two passages | offer for analysis seem like compelling evi-
dence for the “professional reciter” sense of tannay. There are good rea-
sons, in both of them, to consider that meaning the most preferable read-
ing of the text, to the point where other interpretations might feel
stretched. At the same time, it is important to bear in mind that without
the Bavli and the Geonim, we would not have had knowledge of these
professional reciters, that the comparison between the Babylonian and
Palestinian sources undertaken above suggests that such reciters did not
exist in the time and place of the Yerushalmi, and therefore it is im-
portant for us to try to imagine what the following passages could mean
without recourse to information we know from other contexts.

The first of these passages is very similar to the last two we have
seen, about “hearing” the reciters:

y. Horayot 2:4 46d
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R. Yonatan sent and asked R. Simeon b. R. Yose b. R.
Lagonaia: “Where from [in scripture] do we derive a warning to
someone who has intercourse with an impure [woman]?” He

61 As Epstein, IMT, 808, implies.
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picked up a rock to throw at him. He said to him: “You ask me
about something that children say every day in synagogue? [The
verse is] You shall not approach a woman to uncover her na-
kedness while she is in her menstrual uncleanness” (Lev. 18:19).
He said to him: “This is not what is needed for me [to learn].
What is needed is only this: if the man was having intercourse
with an impure [woman], he is liable; if he was having inter-
course with a pure woman and she told him, “I have become
impure,” and he immediately withdrew, what about him being
liable?

He said to him: “It is needed for both you and me [to learn this;
i.e., even | do not know].” Let us go outside and learn.

They went out and heard the voice of the reciter reciting [a
tradition] like that®? [tradition] of Hezekiah®®: “If any man lies
with her (Lev 15:24) — | have only [the sense that] a man who
has intercourse with an impure woman is liable; if he was hav-
ing intercourse with a pure woman and she told him, “I have be-
come impure,” and he immediately withdrew, what about him
being liable? Scripture comes to teach: her impurity shall be
[upon him] (ibid.) — even if he withdrew from her, her impurity
is upon him.

R. Yonatan and R. Simeon wonder about the scriptural source of the lia-
bility for someone who had intercourse with a woman who told him she
has become impure in the middle of the intercourse, and he withdrew
immediately (see m. Shevu ‘ot 2:4). Neither know the verse, so they de-
cide to go out to learn, and hear a recited teaching which provides them
with an answer: the verse is Leviticus 15:24, when properly understood.

There is one word in this passage which makes it different than

62 Assis, Concordance, 1151 n. 159 corrects to “&712,” which is possible but not

63

necessary.
Cf. b. Shev. 18a, which indeed attributes a similar teaching to Hezekiah: m9mx
PYY ANTI AN R AR TRIN AR 2707 12 X1 TR WD) NRNLI Y 7K 700 2Y whwn®
(frag. Bologna; Ms. Munich 95 omits Hezekiah’s name but that is probably a
scribal error, skipping from one anx to the next).
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the passages we have seen earlier. Whereas those passages used the
phrase “when he (or they) heard this reciter,” this passage tells us that the
sages “heard the voice of the reciter.” This seems to be a clear indication
that these sages heard a real-life individual who was reciting this teaching
outside when they came out.

But there are some reasons to question this word here. Throughout
the Yerushalmi, when we are told that someone “hears the voice” of
someone else, it means the latter did not direct the speech to the former,
or at the very least that the former did not initiate it; the phrase appears in
the context of eavesdropping, accidental hearing, and once in the context
of purposely sitting in on a lesson, but it never appears in the context of
an exchange.®* In contrast with those passages, there are good reasons to
think that our passage implies the sages asked to hear this particular
verse. There are four other passages in the Yerushalmi where sages who
are in dispute or in doubt about a certain matter say, “let us go out and
learn,” and, when they go out, hear a teaching that is relevant to them:%®

y. Terumot 5:4 43c (par. y. Sukkah 2:7 53a)

AR PN PR PN PNT AT T2 1A”KR M D M T ™
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R. Judan b. Pazi and R. Aybo b. Nagari were sitting and saying:
We have recited [in the Mishnah, concerning a dispute between
the houses of Hillel and Shammi], “after they had conceded.””®
Who conceded to whom? The House of Shammai to the House
of Hillel or the House of Hillel to the House of Shammai? They

64 See, e.g., Y. Ber.2:35a;y. Pe’ah 8:7 21a,y. Pe’ah 8:9 21b.

65 The instances are listed in Assis, Concordance, 1151; in addition to the passages
from Horayot and Terumot (with its parallel in Sukkah), see y. Shevi. 2:3 33d (par.
y. M. S. 1:152c), y. Shab. 2:5 53, y. A. Z. 5:12 45b.

66 Throughout this passage, the scribe erroneously copied “instructed” (“vn7”) instead
of “conceded” (“17177); the first instance was corrected later but the rest were left as
they were. The parallel aty. Suk. has “conceded” throughout.
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said: Let us go outside and learn. They went outside and heard:
R. Hezekiah [said] R. Aha [said] in the name of R. Judah b. Ha-
nina: We did not find that the House of Shammai conceded to
the House of Hillel, except this one case.

It seems likely that in all these passages there is an implied stage of the
story, not explicitly mentioned, in which the sages ask what they need to
learn. We have already seen, in the passage about R. Isaac the Great, that
questions, especially about mishnah, were asked by going outside: “go
out and ask R. Isaac the Great, whose entire tradition | have examined;
they went out and asked R. Isaac the great”; “go out and ask Hananiah b.
Shmuel, for whom | have recited [a tradition about this]; he went and
asked him.”®" It would be an odd coincidence or a providential event if it
just happens that the sages went outside and suddenly heard exactly the
teaching they needed; this miraculous situation does not seem to be what
these passages are about — the sages deliberately go outside to learn: “let
us go outside and learn.” But this implied stage does not square with the
phrasing in our passage in Horayot, “they heard the voice of the reciter”
since that phrasing means that the reciter did not intend the recitation for
them. Furthermore: none of the other passages which follow the “went
out and heard” pattern tells us from whom the sages heard the teaching.
These short passages just say what teaching they have heard, skipping
both the stage in which the sages ask for it and the identity of the person
communicating it to them. All of this makes the version “they heard the
voice of the reciter” stand out.

In the first printed edition of the Babylonian Talmud, published in
Venice, tractate Horayot has a special appendix: the printers could not
find the Tosafists for that tractate, so they compensated by supplementing
the Babylonian Talmud with a text of the Palestinian Talmud. Saul
Lieberman showed that the manuscript which served as a basis for that
printing is different from the Leiden manuscript on which all later print-
ings were founded, and that while that appendix version contained a lot
of errors and “Babylonianizations” of the Yerushalmi, it also contained

67 y.M.S.5:155dandy. Dem. 2:1 22d.
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some valuable readings that are preferable to those found in the Leiden
manuscript.®® One variant reading which Lieberman does not discuss
concerns our issue. Instead of the sages hearing “the voice of the reciters
reciting,” they hear the “the verse” they were looking for — the difference
is between two similar letters, between galeh (“1%p”) and gerayah
(“1mp”),% followed by a citation of the recited tradition which explains
how the law derives from the verse. It was, after all, the verse that the
sages were after here — and it is the verse, as interpreted in a recited
source, that they hear here. This version mentions no voice, and therefore
does not necessitate positing real-life reciters. Given not just the problem
of “voice” in this specific passage, but also the general considerations
raised in this article about the meaning of tannay, this version seems
preferable to me.

| now turn to the passage which, seemingly, offers the most compel-
ling support for interpreting tannay as a specialized reciter:

y. Bezah 1:3 60c

79 .09 N7 AR TR TOY0W 290 L0 1PRY .RD2% PO 70m M2 A
D210 177 NN AR LT K2 WY an 2 AR OGTIAR 923 RDKT
DAR LJWOW 07102 UMK M2T 2 LRIM P AN DOPRY LaTRYOw

SMOR MHYOw 09102

[In the Mishnah, the House of Hillel permit moving a ladder
from one dovecot to another on the festival day.] Judah b. R.
Hiyya went out [on a circuit]. They asked him: What about a
ladder to the upper room [can it be moved on the festival day]?
He said to them: It is permitted.

68 Saul Lieberman, “Yerushalmi horayot” in Sefer ha-yovel le-rabbi Hanokh Albeck
(ed. Y. L. Maimon; Jerusalem: Mossad Ha-Rav Kook, 1963), 283-305.

69  “TPPINT RTID °IN 1N P YA 117 — “they went out and heard the verse, the
reciter reciting like that one of Hezekiah....” (Babylonian Talmud, Tractate
Horayot, ed. Venice, Yerushalmi Horayot appendix, 17a). It is possible that a “de-”
is missing here before the tannay — it would make the sentence smoother and is
attested in Ms. Leiden: “they went out and heard the verse, which the reciter
recited, like that one of Hezekiah....”.
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When he came to his father, he [R. Hiyya] said to him: What
case came to you? He said: | permitted to them a ladder to the
upper room. And he raised a reciter before him and recited:
“In which [case] are these words [i.e., the permission by the
House of Hillel] said? In [the case] of a ladder to a dovecot. But
in [the case of] a ladder to an upper story it is prohibited.”

In this passage, we hear that R. Judah b. R. Hiyya, out on a ruling circuit,
was asked a question about the laws of festival days; he ruled, he
thought, in accordance with Beit Hillel’s ruling in the Mishnah — they
allowed moving a ladder from one dovecot to another, so he allowed
moving a ladder that goes up to the upper room of the house. When he
came back to his father and told him about it, his father corrected him by
adducing a text which clarifies that the original permission referred only
to a ladder going up to a dovecot. For us, what matters is how that text is
adduced. We are told that R. Hiyya (presumably) “raised a reciter before
him and recited”’ that source. This passage seems clearly to portray
someone titled “reciter” as being summoned by a sage in the context of
reciting a text.

There are, however, a couple of problems with this interpretation.
The Talmud’s formulation — the “and” before the verb “recite” — suggests
that it is R. Hiyya who is doing the reciting, not the reciter himself. If that
is the case, why does R. Hiyya need the reciter at all?’? Isaac Halevy’s
solution is that R. Hiyya, having seen that people such as his son err in
the interpretation of the Mishnah, taught this text to the reciter, so that the

70 The phrase is attested not just in Ms. Leiden but also in two Genizah fragments: T-
S F 17.34 the phrase appears in full; there is a tear in the other fragment, T-S
12.751, where only the last two words of the phrase (“7an »117””) can be seen.

71 ‘Ale Tamar offers first the following explanation (before accepting Halevy’s): “If
someone objects to the words of his fellow, that they are against the words of the
Tosafists in a particular tractate, if he brings the Talmud copy and shows him with
his finger the words of the Tosafists, then the objection penetrates better to his
fellow’s heart.” But while this interpretation explains why R. Hiyya would summon
the reciter even though he himself knows the source, it does not explain why R.
Hiyya is doing the reciting.
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reciter would introduce it into his recitation when he recites the relevant
passage in the Mishnah, and thus future sages will not err the way R.
Hiyya’s son did.”? But if that is the case, the result — that the tannay ac-
cepted it and introduced it to his recitation — is not stated. Thus in this
text too we do not find the kind of mutual interaction that we find rela-
tively frequently in the Bavli.”® Furthermore, we would have expected
that the verb would be accompanied with a pronoun; that is the case in
three passages in the Yerushalmi where one sage summons another sage
(all named) and recites a text for him.”

It seems more likely to me, given that R. Hiyya is performing the
recitation, that “reciter” here means what it means in every other place in
the Yerushalmi, the authority who formulated the recited text, and that R.
Hiyya is presenting his son with such textual authority. It is true that the

72 lsaak Halevy, Dorot Harischonim: die Geschichte und Literatur Israels (Heb.;
Berlin and Vienna: Benjamin Harz, 1922), 2.127-8.

73 Azzikri, who is followed by QE, has a different interpretation of this passage. He
compares the phrase “and he raised a reciter before him and recited” to the Bavli
phrase “and he raised an amora upon him and expounded” (@171 %Y XX 2°PIXY).
That is, that R. Hiyya assigned an amora who would go back with his son to the
people he ruled for earlier as he informs them of the prohibition (Israel Francus,
Talmud Yerushalmi Tractate Bezah: With the Commentary of Eleazar Azzikri?
[Heb.; New York: Jewish Theological Seminary, 1995], 92). Francus (ibid, n. 198)
dismisses this interpretation as does Halevy (Dorot, ibid.). But it is not as far
fetched as it at first seems: there is a considerable similarity between our passage in
the Yerushalmi and the passages in which the Babylonian phrase appears. In all
nine of them the issue is correcting a mistake: in three of them, one sage takes an
amora in order to teach in opposition to what another sage taught before (b. 7a ‘an.
8a, b. San. 444, and b. Hul. 100a), and in six of them, more suggestively for our
purposes, describe one sage who is corrected by another about a particular issue,
and then returns with the amora to admit his mistake to the public (b. Er. 16b, b. Er.
1044, b. Git. 43a, b. B. B. 1273, b. Zev. 94a, b. Nid. 68a). The main problem with
this interpretation, as Halvey said, is that a tanna does not assist sages with public
instruction. But “raising” an amora is also mention in the Yerushalmi (though in a
different type of context, see y. Ber. 7:5 11c) — is it possible that Azzikri’s
interpretation is correct, except our passage should read amora rather than tannay?

74  Seey. Sot. 3:2 18c¢: “R. Zeira brought R. Isaac Atoshaya and recited for him” ( °n»x
777 RIM ROWIY Prxe 7 ®VT ), see similarly y. Git. 2:1 44a and y. Git. 6:5 48a.
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passage uses language that is suggestive of interaction with people or
physical movement: the verb “to raise” can certainly be used to denote
physically making someone stand up or appointing people;” but the verb,
in the same af’el construction that is used here, can also be used figura-
tively: R. Zeira praises R. Ami who “establishes” (meqim) a matter clear-
ly.”® While this figurative explanation of this passage posits unusual us-
age, so do the existing interpretations which assume that it refers to a re-
citer; in other words — the passage is unusual either way, but the interpre-
tation offered here has the advantage that it fits better the Talmud’s for-
mulation and, more important, that it does not necessitate importing the
Babylonian notion of the reciter which is otherwise not attested in the
Yerushalmi.

In addition to the Talmud, there are two other kinds of sources that
may be taken as evidence for tannay as a professional reciter in Palestine.
First there are Palestinian Midrashic texts, where the word appears very
rarely — as far as | could find, in only two distinct passages. One, in Gen-
esis Rabbah, employs a phrase we also find in the Talmud, “there is a
reciter reciting,” the meaning of which is discussed below.”” The other
Midrashic instance of tannay is found in a passage preserved in three
works:

Leviticus Rabbah 30:17® (par. Pesigta de-Rav Kahana, Vele-
gahtem 1; Shir ha-Shirim Rabbah 3:6)

D277 2 AW DRT N PHY RP INT 0 AR P12 WYX T AT 1
2977 NPAR 2om R .9310 NPAR 9o 127 M NOwIpn WY mMaand
DU 277P 1M 2P TIT RO

When R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon died, his generation was reading
about him [the following verse,] What is that coming up from
the wilderness like a column of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and

75 See, e.g., for making stand y. M. Q. 3:1 814, and for appointing: y. Pe’ah 8:7 21a.

76 y. Yevamot 15:4 15a: 7712 5y X9 2°pn 17 770 09pn ROVT I,

77 Gen. Rab. 78:6 (ed. Albeck 923-4).

78 Ed. Margulies, 690. The Paris (BN 149) manuscript reads: w21 »um »1p Ma7
I,
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frankincense, with all the fragrant powders of the merchant?
(Song 3:6). What is with all the fragrant powders of the mer-
chant? He was well-versed in Scripture [garay], well-versed in
tradition [tannay], a qarov and a poet.”®

This eulogy of the deceased R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon applies the expres-
sion from Song of Songs, “with all the fragrant powders of the merchant”
to say that this sage had many skills. The first are that he was a garay and
tannay. But just as garay does not refer to an individual in the rabbinic
academy specializing in the reading of Scripture, but simply means
someone well-versed in Scripture,®® tannay equally means someone
versed in oral tradition. This instance does not conform with the particu-
lar technical meaning of the word tannay in the Talmud, but it also does
not support any of the normal meanings ascribed to that word; it is simp-
ly a more general use of the word to connote mastery. Compare a very
similar list we find in the Yerushalmi:

y. Yevamot 12:6 13a

T 1997 W7 W31 72 77 77 30N R L300 7RK L0230 IR K10 012
2090 72 1% N9 2701 L3107 9D 19 72 1PInn 190

The people of Simonias came to R. [Judah the Patriarch]. They
said to him: “We want you to give us one person [who is] a
preacher, a judge, a hazzan, a teacher of Scripture and a teacher
of mishnah, and he would perform all our needs.” And he gave
them Levi b. Sisi.

79 On the last two items here, see M. B. Lerner, “On the Beginnings of Liturgical
Poetry: Midrashic and Talmudic Clarifications”, Sidra 9 (1993), 13-34 (21) (Heb.).

80 Moses Aberbach, Ha-hinukh ha-yehudi bi-tekufat ha-mishnah veha-talmud (Jerusa-
lem: Reuven Mas, 1982), 36, argued that on similar passages to ours and on the ba-
sis of designations in the Bavli (e.g., R. Hinana gara, R. Hiyya gara) that gqara was
a designation for someone who taught Scripture to children. But teaching Scripture
is not emphasized in any of the occurrences of that designation that | have seen.
Consider also the Aramaic lamentation, “ 71 71 92 Q7P 1°pn 1°790 8D WAN 72 7107
210 TP PN ARk wan paan”. See also n. 11,
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Whereas the context of the list in the midrashim is a eulogy, here it is a
request for particular job qualifications. And appropriately, those specify-
ing the qualifications specify them in terms of recognized tasks. Among
them are not garay and tannay as our previous passage had it, but rather
the teachers of scripture and Mishnah.®! Tannay, again, is not a position;
matneyn is. Just a few lines above this passage in Leviticus Rabbah, the
mashenim are mentioned for their wages.?

The second group of texts outside the Talmud that has been used as
evidence for the tannay is early Christian writings. Eusebius, Epiphanius,
and Jerome all make references to dsvtépwoig, which seems to be a
Greek translation of mishnah or matnita, and the agents who teach that
devtépootg, the devtepotai.®® Consider Eusebius, speaking of Jewish
education:

Moreover they had certain dsvtepwtai of primary instruction
(for so it pleases them to name the interpreters of their scrip-
tures), who by translation and explanation made clear what was
obscurely taught in riddles, if not to all, at least to those who
were fitted to hear these things.®*

Here as in another passage,® Eusebius describes the Ssvtepotai as inter-
preters of Scripture. But in a third passage, he associates them with oral

81 See also the parallel of this story in Gen Rab 81.2: >wiR IXY> .;7°11%°0 ¥ 72y 717 1720
NI ATTT DR T NN TIWH MR RIPA RIPW TR QTR 17 10 027 .99 10K INRIPD X100
010 72 "7 anb.

82 The text is parallel to the text from y. Ned. discussed above.

83  See most recently Hillel Newman, “A Patristic Perspective on Rabbinic Literature”,
in The Classical Rabbinic Literature of Eretz Israel: Introductions and Studies
(Heb.; ed. M. Kahana et al.; Jerusalem: Yad Ben-Zvi, 2018), 681-704 (Heb.). For a
critique of the identification of these terms with their rabbinic equivalents, see Seth
Schwartz, “Rabbinization in the Sixth Century,” in The Talmud Yerushalmi and
Graeco-Roman Culture 111 (ed. P. Schéfer; Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2002), 55-69.

84  Eusebius, Preparation of the Gospel, 11.5 (Greek from TLG, English translation by
E. H. Gifford, accessed through http://www.tertullian.org/).

85 Eusebius, ibid., 12:1.
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traditions: “those who are called devtepwtai among them are very proud
of these traditions,” referring to the “traditions of the elders” (tdg
napaddoelc dv mpesPutépmv) he mentions earlier in the passage.® In
Epiphanius’s Panarion, they come up in the discussion of the Scribes as
a Jewish sect: he describes the Scribes as devtepwtai of the law (tod
vépov), who teach it like some sort of grammar.®” Perhaps most sugges-
tive is Jerome, who writes that he visited Lydda, where he heard some-
one whom the Jews call “a wise man and dsvtepwtc” tell a story.® Sev-
eral scholars have posited that since dgvtépwoig is a Greek translation of
mishnah, then devtepmtrg is the Greek translation of tannay, both in the
sense of a sage from the Tannaitic period and in the sense of a reciting
specialist in the Amoraic period, since these authors also write of the
devtepwrtai as their contemporaries.® If that is the case, we have here
evidence for the existence of this position in late ancient Palestine. But as
Seth Schwartz has argued, there are sufficient incongruities between the
Christian sources and the rabbinic sources to question how directly they
testify to specifically rabbinic traditions and institutions.®

More important, for our purposes: if devtépwotg is the equivalent of
the Hebrew mishnah and Aramaic matnita, then it is equally possible — in
fact, more likely — that devtepwtng is the equivalent of the Hebrew
mashneh and Aramaic matneyn, as Bacher and Lieberman suggested.®
There is nothing in the description of the dsvtepmtng that suggests the

86 Eusebius, Commentary on lIsaiah (trans. J. J. Armstrong; Downers Grove, Illinois :
InterVarsity Press, 2013), 111. Greek text accessed through TLG.

87 “After these Sadducees came the Scribes—part way through their time or even
exactly contemporary with them. Scribes were persons who repeated the Law as
though they were teaching it as a sort of grammar” (Frank Williams, The Panarion
of Epiphanius of Salamis? (Leiden: Brill, 2009), 141).

88 PL 25, 1301: adivi liddae quendam de Hebraeis qui sapiens apud illos et
devtepmng vocabantur.

89 See e.g., Safrai, “Oral Torah,” 76; Newman, “Patristic Perspective,” 668.

90 See Schwartz, “Rabbinization,” 64.

91 Lieberman, Hellenism in Jewish Palestine, 57 n. 82, and see the references to
Bacher there. For reasons that | do not understand, Lieberman goes on to say that
Eusebius is “obviously... referring to the elementary-school Tanna who taught the
children Mishnah and Midrash.” But he had just suggested it is the matneyn!
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particular emphasis on rote memorization or recitation that we would ex-
pect with the oral traditionary, on the one hand; on the other hand, most
of the contexts in which the devtepwrtai come up are educational, which
conforms with what we know of the matneyn. It is true that these passag-
es do not fit the matneyn perfectly either — the emphasis on scripture in
Eusebius, for example, seems still out of place; and yet the description is
closer to the matneyn than to the Babylonian tanna, and we know the
matneyn as a designation for a teacher of mishnah in Palestinian rabbinic
sources.

This section aimed to provide alternative explanations for passages
previously taken to refer to reciters in the Palestinian rabbinic learning
environment, explanations which take seriously the dearth of evidence
we have for such reciters. In almost all of these cases, there is a readily
available alternative interpretation or reading, sometimes backed up by
extant versions. Even if readers are not convinced by this or that interpre-
tation of one of these passages, my hope is that it is clear that the picture
which arises from the Yerushalmi is very different from what scholarship
has painted so far: the existence of a developed, distinct, and widespread
institution of reciters in late ancient Palestine is either largely or entirely
a projection of later Babylonian realities into the earlier period.

Does tannay mean “a sage mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus” or a
“Tannaitic-era sage”?

The primary definition of tannay in traditional and modern scholarship is
that of “a sage mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus” or a Tannaitic-era
sage. This interpretation is premised — as is clear in Jastrow’s definition —
on the distinction between fanna’im and amora’im as sages from two dif-
ferent periods of classical rabbinic history, the Tannaitic and Amoraic
period. But we find nowhere in the Yerushalmi that these terms are used
as periodical markers.%

92 The rabbinic periodization, the distinction between the Tannaitic and Amoraic
periods, has not yet received critical assessment as a discursive practice; this essay
(and its planned sequel on the Bavli) aims in part to contribute to such an
assessment. The classical essay on this topic is still S. Z. Havlin, “‘Al ‘hakhatimah
ha-sifiutit’ ke-yesod ha-khalugah li-tequfot ba-halakhah” in Researches in
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The picture here is similar to the one we find with respect to the pro-
fessional reciters. The strongest evidence for the use of the terms tan-
na’im and amora’im for periodization comes from Geonic documents,
but this usage seems to be attested already in several passages in the
Babylonian Talmud. While the word tanna in the Bavli can mean, as we
have seen above, a professional reciter, and the word amora continues to
mean, as it does in the Palestinian Talmud, the “speaker” of a sage com-
municating his words to the audience, both of these words are also used
side-by-side to denote sages of different periods. In one passage, the
Bavli has R. Zeira criticize Rav Hisda for choosing to follow a ruling by
Rav as opposed to multiple sages cited earlier in the text: “and you disre-
garded all these tanna’ey and amora’ey and acted in accordance with
Rav?!”% Another passage asks why Queen Esther invited Hamman to the
banquet (Esther 5:4) and cites several answers by Tannaitic-era and
Amoraic-era sages; after all those answers are cited, we are told that
Rabbah bar Abbahu asked Elijah the Prophet which one is correct, and
the prophet replied: “[Esther did] as all zanna’ey and all amora’ey [said;
i.e., all of the above sages, both the Tannaitic-era and Amoraic-era
ones].”®* In tractate Sanhedrin, Rav Papa refers to mistakes in judicial
discretion in cases where “two tannaei Or two amora’ei are disputed one
with the other, and it is not mentioned whether the law follows one or the
other.”® In none of these passages would it make sense to posit the refer-
ents of these words as professional reciters and speakers, respectively;

Talmudic Literature (Heb.; Jerusalem: Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities,
1983), 148-192; but Havlin argues or assumes that rabbinic periodization was done
contemporaneously, by sages living in each period (150), and is not sufficiently
critical of the sources (see his discussion on the tanna’im in 152 which repeats
Epstein’s Tannaitic dating of the term, above n. 8). Amir, Institutes and Titles, 176
and 184 is exceptional in arguing that the chronological use of tannay is later (but
he opts for the definition of the professional reciter).

93 b. Ber. 49a (Paris 671): “273 n72y1 *X7IMKI *RIN °17 95 npaw.”

94 m. Meg. 15b (BL 400): "R *571 R72¥7 INOR N1 123 72 'R 19K MR 12 727 TROWK
PRIIMK 721207 °RIN 12100 9.7

95 b. San. 6a (Munich 95): “ X?1 3 X7 '297 'INR XY >T77K 2997 K 20 IR ORIN 20 PR
M.
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they refer to chronological groups of sages.

While the pairing of tanna’im and amora’im in the Bavli is not very
common, we find the chronological sense of tanna ey in one fairly com-
mon term employed throughout the Bavli, ke-tanna’ey. This term fre-
quently introduces disputes between named Tannaitic era sages, often
explicitly in comparison with Amoraic-era sages (but without using the
term amora):

b. Berakhot 40b (Oxford, Bodleian 366)

SRIND M1 .77 0D MOR LMK I MM LT 1Y N9 T PIN LRI 20 MR
DR ART LRYY LIRNAW 2P0 TIN2 T N9 ARI R0 AR NOT DR R
SRR M 02T LRY LARTAW 21PN LK) LTIRNA AR 700 AR AIRNT
N2 07 RYY XY N19722 20000 WALY Yavmen mwnT 90 UmIR o M

S1R7 M 'ART A 7901 10 'AKRT KT 20 %)

[m. Ber. 6:2 rules that if someone recited the blessing “that eve-
rything came into being through his” —i.e., God’s — “words,” he
has fulfilled the requirement to bless over the food even though
he did not use the specific blessing for that food type.]

Said Rav Huna: [The Mishnah’s ruling applies to all food] ex-
cept for bread and wine. And R. Yohanan said: Even bread and
wine.

Let us say that it [this dispute] is like [the following dispute
among] the tanna’ey: “If someone saw bread and said, ‘How
great is this bread, blessed is God who created it,” he has ful-
filled [his obligation to bless]. If someone saw a fig and said,
‘How great is this fig, blessed is God who created it,” he has ful-
filled [his obligation to bless” — the words of R. Meir. R. Yose
says: “Anyone Who changes the coinage coined by the sages in
blessing has not fulfilled his obligation.” Let us say Rav Huna
said like R. Yose and R. Yohanan said like R. Meir.

In this type of passage, a dispute between two Amoraic-era sages is com-

pared to a dispute between two Tannaitic-era sages. The latter are explic-
itly called tanna’ey, in the context of this contrast with the Amoraic-era
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sages. Tanna here seems to mean, therefore, a Tannaitic-era sage.

Again, we find none of this in the Yerushalmi. There are no passages
in the Yerushalmi — or early Palestinian rabbinic literature more broadly
— which mention tannay and amora as contrasting or complimentary
terms. In one passage, tannayin are contrasted with rabbanin — but both
appear to refer Tannaitic-era sages.®® Nor do we find in the Yerushalmi
the common structure in which opinions of Tannaitic-era sages are intro-
duced with the word tannay.

To be clear, my point is not that there are no distinctions between
Tannaitic-era statements and Amoraic-era statements in the Yerushalmi.
There certainly are, and they inform the root t.n.y. in all its forms includ-
ing the noun tannay. The more precise distinction in the Yerushalmi is
between “recited” texts (matnita — a term which covers both “our” Mish-
nah and what the Bavli terms baraita) and “heard” or “learned” texts
(shemu ‘ata or ulpan) respectively.®” In general, only sages who lived pri-
or to and during R. Judah the Patriarch’s composition of the Mishnah,
what we call the Tannaitic period, are mentioned in the matnita; similar-
ly, when the Yerushalmi identifies an anonymous matnita, only sages
from that period can be identified as the speakers behind it. Sages living
after the composition of the Mishnah, what we now call the Amoraic pe-
riod, may adduce a matnita, but again they cannot be mentioned in one or
be said to have composed one.*® In other words, the sages who shaped
the Talmud understood recited texts to be malleable up until the composi-
tion of R. Judah the Patriarch’s Mishnah. This is why almost all individ-

96 . Ter.7:144d (par. y. Meg. 1:5 71a, y. 3:1 Ket. 27¢), “ nn w°p% 12 19nw 7 7°nvT oY
137 PRY i PR A’ My interpretation that rabbanin here may refer to
Tannaitic-era sages is based not so much on the traditional commentators’
identification of them with the sages who dispute R. Meir in the Mishnah, since that
identification seems uncertain to me, but rather on the fact that the Talmud asks
how R. Simeon b. Lagish, a relatively early Amoraic sage, accounts for the
difference between the tannayin and rabbanin.

97  See the discussion in Bacher, Terminologie, 2.222-3 and Sussmann, Oral Law, 221
n. 45.

98 For a survey of the sources (with particular arguments that one may take or leave),
see Chanoch Albeck, Studies in the Baraita and the Tosefta and their Relationship
to the Talmud?, (Heb.; Jerusalem: Mossad Ha-Rav Kook, 1969), 15-43.
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uals the Yerushalmi names as tannayin, as we shall see, are from the
Tannaitic period: tannay designates a formulator of a recited text and on-
ly sages from before the composition of the Mishnah can be said to have
formulated such texts.

But this does not mean that tannay means a “sage of the Tannaitic
period” or “a sage mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus.” In fact, the over-
whelming majority of the instances of tannay refer to an anonymous text;
there are only about twenty cases — out of hundreds — where tannay
might designate a named sage. It is difficult, then, to interpret the word as
referring to sages mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus (or sages mentioned
anywhere). Furthermore, the passages where tannay does appear along-
side sages — both in cases where it designates sages and where it does not
— show us that the word has a meaning more specific than sage, connot-
ing a particular activity, so that sages are called tannayin mostly or only
when that activity is involved.

| start by focusing on one kind of passage which employs the word
tannay: passages which speak about multiplicity of tannayin — usually
two, on occasion, three. Such passages argue that two parts of the same
teaching — or sometimes, two discrete teachings — are the result of differ-
ent formulators.*® Let me offer first a relatively simple example, concern-
ing the following Mishnah passage:

m. Pesakim 1:7

WAT DR MWDR WAl KD DINO0W amn IR D0INDT 10 AN M
TRMILT N2 (T)RALIW WwaAT av e 7M](2..52)2 [K]Onenaw
TR PY M 0 ANRMY DY [Axmw] 12 poowa[w] ohytaN
R0 RNV W 7312 21 21202 H09%IW 1AwWn DR POOTA9N WA KD D°I00W
D727 RN M R ANRMY DY [ARMI] 12 po0m[w] 9 0yTaR i
X7 PR 0 119 MR .09 ARNLI OV ANA0 90N 20w 1T
7 9 LRRYY N ARy poww yw[a]()° " mHR M aTn aTna
T AN IR MYOR " L [ARn0a] (02?01 7a?) D PN DY apom

IR 2NW IR YRIT N LAnRYY n angyh

99 See Epstein, IMT, 241-2 on R. Yohanan’s use of this analytical tool.
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R. Hananiah, prefect of the priests, says: “Never in their days
did the priests avoid burning flesh that became impure through
[contact] with a derivative of impurity with flesh that became
impure through [contact] with a [primary] source of impurity,
even though they [thus] added [further] impurity upon its impu-
rity.”

R. Agiva added: “Never in their days did the priests avoid kin-
dling oil that has been disqualified through [contact] with the
day-immersed person [whose purification process will only
completed when the day passes] in a lamp that became impure
through [contact] with a person who contracted corpse impurity,
even though they [thus] added [further] impurity upon its impu-
rity.

Said R. Meir: From their words we learned that one [may]
burn pure priests-shares with impure [ones] in passover.

Said R. Yose: This is not a [valid] inference.

R. Eliezer concedes t0'® R. Joshua that one [must] burn each
on its on. And in what did they dispute? [In the case] of uncer-
tain [priests’-share] and impure [one], in which R. Eliezer says
each should be burned on its own, and R. Joshua said they may
be burned as one.

y. Pesahim 1:7 27d-28a

WOPY 12 N M .0%I707 130 710 M 9027 720y M 0027 L M 'R
'MYT Y 000 M MR RYT R LYW M 0027 TR M 12T LUnR
VIV N YD MR a0 Pt 12 pwaw 7! 'nvT Y LR ane T

JIR TOIN LY R LIRDD

Said R. Yohanan: [When R. Meir said, ‘From their words,” he
meant] from the words of R. Agiva [and] from the words of R.
Hananiah, prefect of the priests.

R. Simeon b. Lagish said: [No, he meant] from the words of R.
Eliezer and the from the words of R. Joshua.

100 Correcting to 5.
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Said R. Zeira before R. Yose: All is well on the opinion of R.
Simeon b. Lagish. On the opinion of R. Yohanan,** why would
R. Eliezer and R. Joshua come here?

He said to him: There are [two] reciters.

The Mishnah discusses the permissibility of disposing certain sancta that
have become disqualified through one kind of impurity along with sancta
that have become disqualified with worse kinds of impurity. It offers the
statements on the conducts of the priests from R. Hananiah and R. Agiva,
then R. Meir who derives a law from “their words,” a critique of R. Me-
ir’s derivation by R. Yose, and a debate between R. Eliezer and R. Josh-
ua. R. Meir does not state explicitly whose words he means when he says
“their words.” In the Talmud, R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Lagish have
two different interpretations: R. Yohanan suggests it is the preceding
words, those of R. Hananiah and R. Agiva, whereas R. Simeon says it is
the opinions of R. Joshua and R. Eliezer discussed later. While R. Yo-
hanan’s opinion might seem intuitive, given that R. Meir’s statement fol-
lows directly the statements of R. Hananiah and R. Agiva, R. Zeira points
out to R. Yose (the Amoraic-era scholar) a problem: if R. Meir derived
his ruling from R. Hananiah and R. Agiva, why would R. Eliezer and R.
Joshua be mentioned here, seemingly as part of the argument? What do
these sages have to do with the discussion at all? R. Yose then replies to
R. Zeira that there are “two reciters” — that is, this passage in the Mish-
nah was formulated by two different people, and a new recitation begins
with the quotation from R. Eliezer. There is thus no problem with the in-
terpretation offered by R. Yohanan. We can call this a type of Talmudic
source criticism.

There are seventeen distinct passages which employ this interpretive
instrument in the Yerushalmi. It serves various functions. In the majority
of passages, it resolves inconsistencies, whether they are within one unit
in the Mishnah, between a teaching in the Mishnah and another teaching,

101 Ms. Leiden reads: “all is well on the opinion of R. Yohanan. On the opinion of R.
Simeon b. Lagish....” — but these must be switched.
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or among the teachings of a given sage.'% In a couple of passages, it is
used to suggest that even though a source cited three opinions, two of
them agree to a degree that we can posit that the three opinions may in
fact represent two formulators;1% and in one passage the phrase seems to
state simply that two recited sources are in dispute.'%

In all of these passages, the reciters are the formulators of the recited
texts, rather than the sages whose opinions are adduced in the texts. We
can see this in particular in passages where “two reciters” are mentioned
along named sages. Consider the following programmatic passage:

y. Pesakim 4:1 30d

S92 MR UMTTIANRND 92" 2w MOR R LI MR DRY wOpR 12 nw
TR 997 D02Y 7w 092 .99 0020 PRIV 12K AW D020 PRIV IPRY VWA
700 D PR TR PRA D PR IIRY aywa LY AR L5 2 oo
JPRP T 5Y PR PUIN N LD AR 0 M0 9T PR 0 M R

S0P "7 Y IR 770 P

R. Simeon b. Lagish asked R. Yohanan: [How could m. Pes. 4:1
permit following local practice?] Is it not prohibited on account
of [the verse] You shall not form sects'® (Deut 14:1)?

He said to him: [That prohibition applies] when some do as the
House of Shammai [rules] and some do as the House of Hillel
[rules; i.e., when there is a legal dispute, rather than merely dif-
ferent customs].

He said to him: [In cases of disputes between] the House of
Shammai and the House of Hillel, is the law not according to the
House of Hillel? [So the prohibition on following the House of

102 In addition to the passage | discuss in the main text, see also y. Shevi. 7:7 37c, y.
Shab. 5:4 7c¢, y. ‘Er. 1:7 19b (see Lieberman, YK, 236-7), y. Meg. 1:1 70b, y. Ned.
1:1 36¢, y. Ned. 2:4 37c, y. Qidd. 1:2 59c.

103 y. Shevi. 2:3 33d and y. Meg. 1:1 70a.

104 vy. Sot. 9:5 23a; see Leib Moscovitz, “On Two Obscure Yerushalmi sugyot”, Sidra
11(1995), 73-87 (Heb.).

105 Translation reflects the midrashic understanding of the verse; cf. NRSV: “you must
not lacerate yourselves.”
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Shammai is not because of the prohibition on making sects, but
because the law in general follows the House of Hillel].

He said to him: [That prohibition, then, applies] when some do
as R. Meir [rules] and some do as R. Yose [rules].

He said to him: [In cases of disputes between] R. Meir and R.
Yose, is the law not according to R. Yose? [So the prohibition
on following R. Meir is not because of the prohibition on mak-
ing sects, but because the law in general follows R. Yose].

He said to him: [That prohibition, then, applies] when there are
two reciters for [an opinion] by R. Meir, two reciters for [an
opinion] by R. Yose.

The Mishnah allows for different local practices with respect to work on
the eve of Passover.1 R. Simeon b. Lagish asks R. Yohanan how come
such a diversity of practices is not prohibited by Deut 14:1, which is in-
terpreted here to prohibit different sects. R. Yohanan answers that what
the verse prohibits is following different laws, rather than following dif-
ferent customs. He then offers an example for what is prohibited by the
verse: if some people follow the rulings of the House of Shammai where-
as other people follow the rulings of the House of Hillel, that is the sort
of sectarianism that is prohibited by Deut 14:1. R. Simeon responds that
such a situation is already prohibited by the fact that the law, in general,
follows the House of Hillel; people who follow the House of Shammai
thus already violate the law, regardless of the question of sectarianism. R.
Yohanan then offers that the prohibition applies in a situation where
some people follow the rulings of R. Meir and some follow the rulings of
R. Yose, but again R. Simeon offers a similar answer — the rule is that the
law follows R. Yose, and therefore people who follow R. Meir already
violate the law.1%” R. Yohanan then offers another situation, where there

106 For a detailed interpretation of this passage and its context, see Richard Hidary,
Dispute for the Sake of Heaven: Legal Pluralism in the Talmud (Providence:
Brown Judaic Studies), 99-103.

107 On these rules for deciding halakhic disputes see Hidary, Dispute, 43-80; Yehuda
Brandes, “The Beginnings of the Rules of Halakic Adjudication” (Heb.; Ph.D.
Diss., Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 2002); and see also recently on their
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are “two reciters” reporting differently the opinions of R. Yose and R.
Meir, and people follow those different reports. Tannayin here are not R.
Yose or R. Meir but those who report or formulate their words in a given
text.

While this passage speaks about the general phenomenon of disputed
formulations, we find in other passages of the “two reciters” type refer-
ences to specific instances of such disputed formulations. One passage
protests that R. Simeon b. Laqish is inconsistent in his interpretation of
R. Agiva: in one place, he says that R. Agiva believes that blasphemy
counts as action (rather than merely speech), but in another he says that it
does not. The Talmud follows with the argument, attributed to R. Simeon
b. Laqgish, that there are two reciters who transmit different opinions by
R. Agiva on the subject.'%

In the “two reciters” passages we have seen so far, the reciters posit-
ed by the texts are anonymous. But in three places, we find them named.
The first one concerns the following series of disputes in the Mishnah:

m. Terumot 4:7-10
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DR MY MMNY 2°0RD AR e M [LL] w9 PR 1]
P (MIR) WYX M L] .mnw [ DR] mMPyn naab[m] N
irlaliivabeiinh

777 99 Y MYURP XIWY 2077172 .00 YW MY PR bR M
MINANT .MTIND 17 19°0 IR PRIT IR MYOR M RT TR T PR)
2972 78N QW RTOW TV 7790 KD DR YW LI1HYT DR Mpvn

R. Eliezer says: Heave-offering [produce] is canceled out [i.e.,
becomes unconsecrated when it is mixed] in [a total of] one
hundred and one [parts of produce]. R. Joshua says: One hun-

context, Mark D. Letteney, “Christianizing Knowledge: A New Order of Books in
the Theodossian Age” (Ph.D. Dissertation, Princeton University, 2020), 422-32.
108 y. Shevuot 3:1 34b: 72°py 17 'N¥7 H¥ NIKR 710 PN WOPD W awa RS M,
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dred [parts] and a bit. And this “bit” has not fixed amount...1%°
R. Joshua says, “Black figs [may] cancel out white ones [if they
are mixed together], and white ones [may] cancel out black
ones... R. Eliezer prohibits [i.e., they may not cancel each other
out]...

And with respect to this [the preceding case], R. Eliezer is strin-
gent and R. Joshua is lenient.

But with respect to this, R. Eliezer is lenient and R. Joshua is
stringent, in the case of a person stamping a pound of packed
figs [of consecrated status] on top of a jar [and it fell into the
jar], but it is not known which [jar] — R. Eliezer says: We con-
sider them [the figs] as if they were separated, and the bottom
ones may cancel out the upper ones [even though we know the
figs fell into the upper part and thus could say that only the up-
per quantity should count]; R. Joshua says: It is not canceled out
until there will a hundred jars there [and then the relevant quan-
tity is the combined quantity of upper figs in all one hundred
jars].110

As the Mishnah says explicitly, we find a difference in approach between
R. Eliezer and R. Joshua on the issue of how to calculate the amount of
unconsecrated produce that may cancel out consecrated produce that is
mixed into it. In m. Terumot 4:8, R. Joshua is quoted as saying that simi-
lar produce that we can nonetheless tell apart may be counted together:
thus black figs and white figs join in for the one hundred and a bit re-
quirement to cancel out a one-hundredth piece of heave-offering that
went into the mix. R. Eliezer disagrees: only produce that we cannot tell
apart may be counted together; a black fig that fell into a mix of white
and black figs only counts as having mixed with the black figs, since all
the black figs may be easily separated from the white ones. But just a few
lines later, in m. Terumot 4:10, we hear that in the case of a pack of figs

109 Throughout this passage, | skip opinions and details that are not relevant for the
comment about reciters in the Yerushalmi.
110 See Leib Moscovitz, Talmudic Reasoning (Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2002), 176.
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that fell into a jar, R. Eliezer allows the lower figs be counted with the
upper figs, even though it is clear that the figs did not mix into the bot-
tom (because they are bundled) — seemingly allowing produce which we
can tell apart (here: lower and upper) to be counted together, whereas it is
now R. Joshua who says that these may not be counted together. On this
the Yerushalmi comments:

y. Terumot 4:9 43a
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Here R. Eliezer is stringent and R. Joshua is lenient [and there,
in the case of the jars, it is the opposite]! R. Yohanan said:
There are [different] reciters [as the following source reveals]:
“You thus say: ‘When it is known [which kind produce fell] it is
not canceled out, but when it is unknown it is canceled out’ —
the words of R. Eliezer, R. Joshua says: Whether it is known or
unknown it is not!'! cancelled out™” — the words of R. Meir. R.
Judah says: ““Whether it is known or unknown it is not can-
celed out — the words of R. Eliezer. R. Joshua says: Whether it is
known or unknown it is canceled out...}*2>”

R. Yohanan’s solution to this seeming contradiction is to posit that there
are different reciters transmitting differently the words of R. Joshua and
R. Eliezer. A recited source is then cited which confirms that. R. Meir
and R. Judah, two Tannaitic-era sages, report differently the opinions of
Rabbi Joshua and R. Eliezer. These opinions are differently worded than

111 Ms. Leiden does not have “not” here, but it is necessary for the interpretation of the
passage, and is the version in the parallel t. Ter. 5:10 (Ms. Erfurt); see Lieberman,
TK Zera im, 369.

112 Skipping here the opinion of R. Agiva which is not strictly relevant for our
purposes.
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they are in our Mishnah, and they introduce to it a factor that is not ad-
dressed in the same way by R. Eliezer and R. Joshua there. According to
R. Meir, R. Eliezer does not allow canceling out when it is known which
type of mixture occurred,'*® but when it is unknown he does allow such
canceling out, and R. Joshua does not allow canceling out either way.
This fits their opinions as reported in m. Terumot 4:10, where the type of
mixture is unknown and R. Eliezer allows the canceling out and R. Josh-
ua prohibits it. According to R. Judah, R. Eliezer never allows canceling
out, whether the type is known or unknown, and R. Joshua always allows
canceling out. This is consistent with their opinions as reported in m.
Terumot 4:8.

Rabbi Yohanan refers to R. Meir and R. Judah as tannayin, “recit-
ers.” But note that he refers to them as such in their capacity as reciters,
as transmitting or formulating the opinions of other sages differently.
This is the also the case with the two other passages of the “two reciters”
type in which the reciters are not anonymous. Concerning the same pas-
sage we have seen above in Pesahim, on the permissibility of increasing
impurity, Rabbi Mana points out a contradiction between the teaching of
R. Joshua there and his teaching m. Terumot 8. Rabbi Shammai answers
him that “these are [different] reciters — there it is R. Meir in the name of
R. Joshua, but here it is R. Simeon in the name of R. Joshua.”''* In y. Ye-
vamot, a teaching attributed by R. Eleazar to the House of Shammai is
contrasted with another teaching attributed to them, and the Talmud con-
cludes “there are two reciters on [this opinion] of the House of Sham-
mai.”!®

This same pattern holds up when we move beyond passages of the
“two reciters” type. In the majority of the instances where tannay directly
refers to a sage, it is to that sage’s transmission, recitation, of other sages’
words rather than his own:

113 Which type of mixture, rather than which type of heave-offering produce, since
what is at stake in m. Ter. 4:10 is the property of figs with which the heave-offering
was mixed (lower/upper) rather than the type of heave-offering produce itself.

114 . Ter. 8:8 46b (par. y. Pes. 1:7 28b): ' X277 012 .ywI7° ' QW2 PR " 10 PR 1P2IN
YW Y awa NYnw.

115 . Yev. 3:1 4c: “sa()[°] »»w n>27 Y 1K PRID PN
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y. Pe’ah 7:6 20b (par. y. M. S. 5:3 56a)
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R. [Judah the Patriarch] says: The House of Shammai only
said that with regard to the sabbatical year, but in the rest of the
years of the sabbatical cycle, on which the House Shammai
[say]*'6, it [i.e., vine produce in its fourth year] is subject to the
[laws of] added fifth and removal.

On the opinion of this reciter, they only derived [the laws] of
vine produce in its fourth year from the [laws of] second tithe....
Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel recited:*’ It is the same with re-
spect to the Sabbatical year and the rest of the years of sabbati-
cal cycle, the House of Shammai say, it is not subject to the
[law of] added fifth and it is not subject to [the law] of removal.
On the opinion of this reciter, they did not derive [the laws] of
vine produce in its fourth year from the [laws of] second tithe....

Y. Ma ‘aser Sheni 4:4 55a (par. y. ‘Eruvin 7:6 24c and y. Qid-
dushin 1:3 60a)
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R. Hananiah [said] in the name of R. Pinhas: Let it be interpret-
ed according to this reciter, for it was recited: “One’s wife may
not redeem for him [produce in the status of] second tithe. R.

116 Adding the verb “say” here; see the words of Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel.
117 Alternatively, “It was recited: Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel [says],” and the verb
“says” has been omitted.
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Simeon b. Eleazar says in the name of R. Meir: One’s wife
may redeem for him [produce in the status of] second tithe.”
And [according] to this reciter, R. Meir considers the hand of
the slave as the hand of his master, but he does not consider the
hand of the wife as the hand of her husband.

In the first passage, from Pe’ah, both Rabbi Judah the Patriarch and R.
Simeon b. Gamaliel are called reciters, but neither of them is offering
here his own ruling or exegesis — rather, they offer different reports or
understandings of the words of the House of Shammai. Similarly, in the
passage from Ma ‘aser Sheni, “reciter” refers to R. Simeon b. Eleazar — or
perhaps even the reciter of the entire source — but again, it is the trans-
mission of R. Meir’s words that is at stake.

In another example, recognizing this particular function of tannay
can help us see it functioning in the same way in another passage, where
it is less clear. Let me start with the passage in which it is evident:

y. Sotah 6:3 21a
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This matnita [i.e., m. Sot. 6:3] is R. Joshua’s. For R. Joshua said
[in m. Sot. 1:1]: “He [the husband] must express jealousy and
warn her in front of two [witnesses] and he has her drink the wa-
ter in front of two [witnesses].” Said R. Mana: But it even
comes as [i.e., conforms with] this reciter; for it is recited: R.
Yose b. R. Judah says in the name of R. Eliezer: He must ex-
press jealousy in front of one witness or himself, and he has her
drink the water in front of two [witnesses].

The anonymous statement argues that since m. Sotah 6:3 assumes that
two witnesses are required to establish that the wife secluded with anoth-
er man, it must be R. Joshua’s, since it is R. Joshua, in m. Sotah 1:1, who
requires two witnesses to establish the seclusion, whereas R. Eliezer
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there requires only one or the husband himself. R. Mana says that this
passage in the Mishnah can, however, conform also with R. Eliezer’s
view as it is reported by R. Yose b. R. Judah. According to that view, R.
Eliezer was indeed more lenient than R. Joshua, but about the witnesses
of the expression of jealousy.'® Both sages, according to this version,
agree that two witnesses are required to establish the seclusion. “This re-
citer” then refers not to R. Eliezer, but to R. Yose b. R. Judah as the re-
citer, tannay, of his teaching.!*® This passage helps us understand another
passage, where the referent of tannay is less clear:

m. Sotah 6:1
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If a man had expressed jealousy to her'? [i.e., his wife, as part
of the Sotah procedure], even if he heard from the flying bird
[that his wife was unfaithful], he must divorce her and give her
the marriage settlement — the words of R. Eliezer. And R. Josh-
ua says: [he is not required to do so] until the moonlight spin-
ners give and take about her.

y. Sotah 6:1 20d
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118 On the implications of R. Yose b. R. Judah’s transmission, see Kahana, Sifre on
Numbers: An Annotated Edition: Part II: A Commentary on Piska’ot 1-58 (Heb.;
Jerusalem: Magnes, 2011), 82, Lieberman, TK Nashim, 609-610; Rosen-Zvi, Sotah,
175 n. 95.

119 See a similar reference to the same teaching iny. Sot. 1:1 16b.

120 Printed editions and some manuscripts read after this word: “no1,” “and she had
secluded.” This is patently not the version that was in front of the composer of the
passage in the Yerushalmi. See Epstein, IMT, 84, n. 3.
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R. Yohanan [said] in the name of R. Yannai: All [of the laws] of
this chapter [of the Mishnah apply] from when he expressed
jealousy and she had secluded [with another man].1#! R. Simeon
b. Laqgish said: Even if she had not secluded herself. Said R. Zei-
ra before R. Yose: But R. Simeon b. Lagish*?? thinks like this
reciter and he is lenient with respect to witnesses of seclusion.

The traditional commentators as well as Epstein interpret “this reciter” to
refer to R. Eliezer, who, as we have seen, is reported in m. Sotah 1:1 to
have minimal requirements for the witnesses of seclusion.*?® While this
interpretation makes sense conceptually, it is difficult to square with the
text: why would the Yerushalmi not simply say “R. Eliezer”? More im-
portant, given that R. Eliezer is mentioned in the text R. Yohanan and R.
Simeon b. Lagish are disputed about, m. Sotah 6, it is odd to say that R.
Simeon b. Lagish follows the opinion of R. Eliezer in interpreting it: if he
is discussing the part of the passage that is attributed to R. Eliezer, then
of course it should be interpreted according to R. Eliezer’s statement
elsewhere; and if he is referring also to the sages disputing R. Eliezer,
why would their words be premised on R. Eliezer’s opinion?

“This reciter” here therefore probably refers, as it does in the two
other passages discussing this issue in Yerushalmi Sotah, not to R.
Eliezer himself but to a specific version of his words — in this case, the

121 Ms. Leiden records here a redundant clause (“from when he warned her and told
her, do not seclude with a certain person”) which may have originated as a marginal
gloss and entered wrongly in the text. It is missing int the Genizah fragment (T-S F
17.36) and is marked as redundant in the Academy’s edition.

122 Ms. Leiden here reads, “not that R. Simeon b. Laqish disputes, but he considers...”.
The Genizah fragment is somewhat corrupted (720 X7 17 ROX w°p% 12 AR 7 ROX),
but it is missing the notion that R. Simeon b. Lagish does not dispute R. Yohanan.
The same idea is also missing in the quote by Asher ben Yehiel: ' 7onp X7vr ' nx
77°N0 YT°¥2 Opn XITT °an 17a2 9 k0. My translation reflects this reading: R. Simeon
b. Lagish does seem to dispute R. Yohanan, and it is possible that the words “not...
dispute” were copied here because they appear in the next line where they are also
attributed to R. Zeira. At any event this is not relevant for the meaning of tannay in
this text.

123 Epstein, IMT, 85n. 3.
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version of the anonymous reciter who recites, “He must express jealousy
in front of two witnesses, and he has her drink the water [i.e., when she
had secluded herself] according to one witness or himself.” R. Zeira ar-
gues that whereas R. Yohanan’s emphasis on the event of the seclusion
fits also R. Yose’s version of R. Eliezer’s words, which require two wit-
nesses for the seclusion, R. Simeon b. Lagish endorses the version as we
have it in the Mishnah.

There are, all told, eleven such cases in the Yerushalmi, where
tannay is used to refer to a named sage who transmits differently the
words of another sage.'?* There are other cases where the word tannay
does not refer to a sage named in a chain of transmission, but to the
anonymous transmitters that are contrasted with such a chain;?® we have
already seen this in one of the passages from tractate Sotah analyzed
above, which says that R. Simeon b. Lagish “thinks like this reciter,” that
is, the anonymous reciter of R. Eliezer’s position as opposed to R. Yose
b. R. Judah’s recitation of R. Eliezer’s words. Still we also have an ex-
ample where there is no explicit discussion of transmission variance at
all, but the context necessitates we understand it that way:

124 In addition to the cases discussed above, see also y. M. S. 3:8 54b, in reference to R.
Yose, who says the ruling in question is of “the mishnah of R. Agiva,” and then
proceeds to recite the words of the sages; y. Sheq. 4:8 48c which, according to PM,
refers to R. Simeon b. Judah’s transmission of R. Simeon’s words on the previous
page in the Yerushalmi; and y. Git. 4:4 45d, where the reference seems to be to R.
Hanina who adduces the words of R. Ishmael b. R. Yose (though it is not clear how
why “first” is mentioned). Cf. y. Sot. 2:4 18b, where the “reciter” might be R. Meir,
but even so he reports about the actions of R. Ishamel: it is true that there is no
direct quotation, but this is still a sage reporting the position of another sage.

125 In addition to the case mentioned above, see also y. Ma ‘as. 3:10 51a and see y. M.
S. 3:8 54b and t. M .S. 2:12 (on the Tannaitic texts, see Ishay Rosen-Zvi,
“Introduction to the Mishnah” (Heb.) in The Classical Rabbinic Literature of Eretz
Israel: Introductions and Studies (Heb.; ed. M. Kahana et al.; Jerusalem: Yad Ben-
Zvi, 2018), 1-64 (22-3). Even though, at least in the version preserved by the
Tosefta, there is no dispute between the first reciter and the mishnah of R. Agiva
according to R. Yose — and still the passage in y. Ma ‘aserot says, “according to this
tannay, according to the House of Shammai,” which clearly refers to the
transmission of the House of Shammai rather than directly their own position. See
Lieberman, TK Zera im, 740; see more on this passage in the appendix.
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y. Sotah 7:5 21c
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It was recited: [Referring to the Blessings and Curses at Mount
Ebal and Mount Gerizim, see Deut 27 and Josh 8]: Rabbi [Judah
the Patriarch] says: It is impossible to say that the Levites were
above, since it was said that the Levites were below. It is impos-
sible to say that Levites were below, since it was said that the
Levites were above. Say then — the elders of the priesthood and
[of] the Levites below, and the rest of the tribe was above. R.
Simeon says: It is impossible to say that the Levites were above
since it was said that the Levites were below. It is impossible to
say that Levites were below, since it was said that the Levites
were above. Say then — whoever was fit to serve was below, and
the rest of the tribe above.

R. Simeon says: Simeon and Levi (Deut 27:12). Just like [the
Tribe of] Simeon was all above, so was [the Tribe of] Levi all
above.

How does this reciter sustain [the verse] in front of the priests,
the Levites'?® (Josh 8:33)? As that which R. Joshua b. Levi said:
In twentVy-four places the priests were called Levites and this is
one of them: But the levitical priests, the descendants of Zadok
(Ezek 44:15).

126 Translated to allow for the Talmud’s question; NRSV’s rendition, “the levitical
priests,” already incorporates the understanding that the Talmud offers as a
solution.
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There are two contradictory opinions attributed to R. Simeon in this pas-
sage on the location of the Levites.*?” In the question “how does this re-
citer sustain [the verse],” the word “reciter” therefore cannot mean R.
Simeon, since it must refer to one of those two contradictory teachings.
The reference, then, is again to the formulator of the teaching, the voice
that mediates for us R. Simeon’s words.

There are exceptional cases where tannay refers to Amoraic-
era individuals. In two cases, we are told that two Amoraic schol-
ars differ on attributing the teachings of two other Amoraic schol-
ars:128

y. Pesahim 7:11 35b

A9MAT IRD .KMIN PTI TM APMR TN 00K M 70 M UBR PI00RT a0
WP PR Y 0O

[R. Jacob b. R. Aha argued that there is an inconsistency in the
teachings of R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Lagish. R. Yohanan
makes no distinction between flesh and skin animal regarding
the Passover sacrifice, but does make such distinction concern-
ing animals prohibited for consumption; whereas R. Simeon b.
Laqish is reversed — in the context of the Passover sacrifice he
makes such a distinction, but regarding animals prohibited for
consumption he does not. On this we hear in the Talmud:]

127 1 do not see a strong reason to consider the attributions here scribal errors. In t. Sot.
8:9 what is attributed in the Yerushalmi to R. Judah the Patriarch is attributed to R.
Eliezer b. Jacob, and the first teaching the Yerushalmi attributes to R. Simeon is
attributed in the Tosefta to R. Judah the Patriarch. In b. Sot. 37a we also find R.
Eliezer b. Jacob, but what is attributed in the Tosefta to R. Judah the Patriarch is
attributed to R. Josiah and there is also a third opinion attributed to R. Judah the
Patriarch. But neither of these parallels record the second teaching attributed here to
R. Simeon, and the variation between the Bavli and the Tosefta shows us that there
was no stable scheme of attributions here.

128 The other passage is at y. Hor. 1:2 45d; note that in the parallel to that text in y. Git.
7:1 48c the same report of attribution switching appears without the word tannay.
The parallel to the passage cited above from y. Pes., at y. San. 8:2 26a, does not
include the report about the attribution switching.
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The Rabbis of Caesarea say: R. Hiyya and R. Issi, one switches
[the attributions between R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b.
Lagish] and the other is like this reciter. And the one who
switches does not have these difficulties [i.e., the inconsistencies
in the teachings].

The word tannay here refers to whoever transmitted the dispute with the
attributions as the Talmud had them originally, as opposed to the indi-
viduals has the attributions switched. While this tannay is anonymous, he
must be of the Amoraic period, since he is transmitting Amoraic teach-
ings. This is, to be sure, exceptional — among hundreds of cases, we have
two cases!?® where the teaching the tannay recites is an Amoraic teach-
ing. This is consistent with the use of the citation term teney (““it has been
recited””), which on rare occasions can introduce Amoraic-era teach-
ings.13® But what is interesting for our purposes is that while these cases
stand out in terms of the period from which the recited teaching stems,
they are actually consistent with what we see of tannay in terms of func-
tions — the tannay as the transmitter and formulator of teachings which
we have seen throughout this section.

In conclusion: other than a handful of passages — between three and
eight, depending on considerations laid out in the appendix below — all
passages which name sages as tannayin refer to their capacity as trans-
mitters of others’ words rather than offering their own opinion. This is
striking: while sages reporting their predecessors’ positions is not un-
common in the Tannaitic corpus, it is much more common for Tannaitic-
era sages simply to state their own opinion on the matter. If tannay meant
Tannaitic-era sage, we would expect the Talmud to call R. Meir, R. Ju-
dah, R. Simeon, R. Simeon b. Eleazar, Rabban Gamaliel, etc., tannayin
even when they offer their own opinions — and that is not the case. To be
sure, all sages named by the Talmud tannayin are Tannaitic-era sages;
but that does not mean that that is the meaning of tannay. The sages of

129 Perhaps three, if we accept PM’s interpretation of y. Naz. 7:4 56d, but the
identification of the tannay of that passage as R. Illa seems to me uncertain.

130 Leib Moscovitz, The Terminology of the Yerushalmi: The Principal Terms (Heb.
Jerusalem: Magnes, 2009), 589 and n. 144,
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the Talmud understood the capacity to formulate mishnah as reserved
only for sages in the period prior to the compilation of the Mishnah; but
they did not think of sages from that period as tannayin when they were
not transmitting and formulating texts. Tannay is not, then, a general
word for a “sage from the Tannaitic period” or a “sage mentioned in the
Tannaitic corpus.”

Tannay as a reciter of mishnah

My suggestion is that tannay is the agent of a particular textual activity,
the transmission and formulation of a matnita. This is why there is not a
single instance of tannay in the Yerushalmi which is not connected with
a specific text.'¥! Tannayin are always inferred from texts that are cited
or implied; they do not act in the world or have properties outside of
texts. This is in contrast with how the Talmud uses collective names for
sages, such as the hakhamim and talmidey hakhamim (“the sages” and
“disciples of the sages™): in just the first few tractates, the Talmud tells us
about how they pray, what happens when they die, that they visit the
sick, that eating in the market is bad for their reputation, and that drink-
ing wine makes their dreams good.**?> We hear nothing like that with re-
spect to the tannayin, because they are figures hypothesized from texts,
existing only insofar as their opinions and preferences are reflected in the
formulation and transmission of the text under interpretation.

The same function is evident also in the word itself. While the root t.
n.y. can mean “teaching” or even “telling” in general, it overwhelmingly
refers in the Yerushalmi to textual formulation and transmission. That is
the case with the noun matnita, a recited text; it is also the case with
ubiquitous citation formulas such as teney (“it has been recited”), which
with few exceptions introduce precise quotations.!®® The type of texts
that are referred to by this root is implied by its sense of seconding or

131 It is true that y. Pes. 4:1 30d is not related to an actual text, but it does conjure
paradigmatic texts — the different versions of positions by R. Yose and R. Meir.

132 vy. Ber. 1:4 3c, y. Ber. 2:7 5¢, y. Pe’ah 1:1 15c¢, y. Ma ‘as. 3:4 50d, y. M. S. 4:12 55¢
respectively.

133 See Moscovitz, Terminology, 589, and see on a similar phrase, at at 581.
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repetition.’** From the Tannaitic period on, such recited texts were per-
ceived as drawn from the oral tradition, so when sages formulated them
they “repeated” or indeed “recited” them rather than invented them; at
the same time, already in the Tannaitic corpus we see that this oral tradi-
tion was perceived to be shaped by individual sages as they transmitted
them: thus we hear in the Tannaitic corpus about “the mishnah of R.
Aqiva,” “the mishnah of R. Eliezer” — the particular version of the oral
tradition shaped by these sages.'®® In that sense, the root t. n. y. signifies
both the transmission of existing literary material and the reshaping of it
by the agent who is transmitting it, the reciting sage. We have already
seen in many passages cited in the previous sections that tannay applies
to transmitters of others’ teachings. This combination makes the literal
translation “reciter” preferable over terms such as formulator and tradent,
which capture only certain aspects of the activity.

This combination of transmission and formulation is also what
makes Epstein’s second definition of tannay, “an arranger of Tannaitic
text,” lacking.!% It is true that the Yerushalmi refers to tannay both in
cases where transmission is emphasized and in cases where formulation
is emphasized. But it makes no distinction between the two, in the con-
text of the word tannay or the root t. n. y. in general;**" nor does it make
the distinction between “sages” and “arrangers” which Epstein makes —
his group of “arrangers” is limited to a list of very specific individuals,

134 See Sokoloff, DJPA, 676-7.

135 For the mishnah of R. Agiva see e.g., m. San. 3:4; for the mishnah of R. Eliezer see
t. Zev. 2:17 (and par.; for which see now Yair Furstenberg, “From Tradition to
Controversy: New Modes of Transmission in the Teachings of Early Rabbis”
(Heb.), Tarbiz 85 (2018), 587-642 (602-4). On the phenomenon of early mishnah
collections and its relationship to the Mishnah see Rosen-Zvi, “Introduction to the
Mishnah,” 44-5 and the literature cited there.

136 To be sure, Epstein himself was one of the foremost interpreters of the textual
conception of mishnah outlined here; see e.g., the first few chapters of J. N.
Epstein, Prolegomena ad litteras tannaiticas (Heb.; ed. E. Z. Melamed; Jerusalem
and Tel Aviv: Magnes and Dvir, 1957), as well as the first chapter of IMT.

137 The notion of “arranging” (117°0) appears very rarely in the Yerushalmi — see e.g.,
y. Meg. 1:1 70b and y. Hor. 3:8 48c — and even then it is not associated with
tannayin.
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but tannay, we have seen, applies to a broad range of sages. These dis-
tinctions reflect either concerns with authoritative hierarchy or concerns
with “originals” and “versions,” but they are not made in the Yerushalmi.

The emergence of the term tannay and its frequent use reflect a
growing interest by Amoraic sages in the literary features and processes
of the texts they were analyzing. We have already seen, in the previous
section, how tannay was used to explain that one text might reflect two
opinions, to posit that one formulator might be behind what seems like
two statements, or to describe alternative contradictory transmissions of a
statement by the same sage. In the rest of this section, | explore other
ways in which Amoraic scholars used this term to posit that the formula-
tion or transmission of a teaching was shaped by its particular — though
unnamed — reciter. Let me be clear: not all passages employing tannay
emphasize textual activities; but the facts that more than half of them do,
and that all of them, again, relate to particular texts, show us that the
meaning of this term relates, in particular, to the shaping of texts.

We thus find the tannay appearing where the sages want to point to a
literary feature of the text under discussion; consider this discussion
about the Mishnah’s choice of examples:

m. Shevu ‘ot 3:8

X7 OK .'MR 2 woR [PR]w 127(2) [P¥] yaws [...] XKW nyaw X0 TR
.77 N2 NP Wi MR RD ORYLINR 17170 903 nRA

What is a vain oath? [...]**® If he took an oath on something im-
possible, saying, “if | did not see a camel flying in the air,” “if |
did not see a snake like the beam of an olive press.”

y. Shevu ‘ot 3:8 34d (par. y. Nedarim 3:2 37d%%9)

"7 MR 7T M MR 0P BOR CINTI Y21IN2 ORY VAN AR DR
523" 1707 LR 797 ROX DIDN M R1INT RANR D97 ROKR 1D .77100

138 Skipping the examples that are not relevant to the Talmud’s discussion.
139 The parallel contains some significant differences, but none of them are relevant for
our analysis here.
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Samuel said: “[The expression about the snake refers] to a
square [snake].” If [it refers] to a square [snake], let us recite
even a small one [which would still be impossible]? Said R.
Judan, the father of R. Matanaya: “It is so, but the way of the
reciter is to grab the stronger expression. For we have recit-
ed: ‘A camel flying in the air’ — let us recite, ‘a mouse flying in
the air’?”

The Mishnah gives, as an example of an oath on something impossible,
the case of someone swearing he saw a snake “like the beam of an olive
press.”*% In the Talmud, Samuel argues that the Mishnah does not refer
to the large size of such a beam, but to its shape; the impossible snake is
a square snake. An anonymous comment objects: if so, why give the ex-
ample of something big, like an olive press beam? R. Judan answers that
it is the way of the reciter — i.e., the formulator of this particular passage
in the Mishnah — to speak with exaggerations; after all, the next example
is someone swearing he saw a camel flying in the air, and the reciter
could just as well have offered as example a mouse flying in the air. R.
Yudan seems to be implying that the reciter merely gave his particular
style to an existing teaching; the substance of the law is swearing about
something impossible, but the particular example given has to do with
the reciter’s style. The word “reciter” then is used here to discuss the per-
son who gave shape to the particular language used in the text, in order to
understand the text better.4

This brings me to the most frequent context of the word tannay in
the Palestinian Talmud, the phrase ’it tannay taney’, “there is a reciter
reciting [differently],” which is used to compare different recited teach-

140 On this passage and its context in the rabbinic discourse on animals see Beth
Berkowitz, Animals and Animality in the Babylonian Talmud (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2018), 37.

141 Other examples include the two examples discussed above about reciters who “slip
off” or “leave out” cases (y. Shevi. 7:3 37c and y. Meg. 3:1 73d); y. Pes. 7:4 34b; y.
Yom. 6:7 43d; y. Suk. 2:7 53b (for which see Menahem Kahana, “On Halakhic
Tolerance as It Evolved” (Heb.), Tarbiz 83 (2015), 401-18 (412-13 and n. 55).
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ings.'*? There are about two hundred and fifty such unique comparisons
in the Talmud employing variations of this phrase.'*® All these teachings
are what the Yerushalmi calls matnita, and in about fifty of the cases the
comparison involves a passage from the Mishnah. This phrase is the most
common form employed in the Talmud to compare versions of the same
teaching.#

Higger wrote that with respect to all these passages, “it is difficult to
decide whether the Talmud refers to the principal tanna’im who taught
[shanu] the statement within the baraita, or to the ‘tanna’im’ who trans-
mitted [masru] the baraita™* — that is, whether tannay here means “a
sage from the Tannaitic period” or a “recitation specialist.” He adduces
in this context one such passage where both of the reciters transmit the
words of R. Eleazar, seemingly supporting the latter among these two
options.**® But as we have seen, neither of these referents is likely for the
word in the Yerushalmi, and the dichotomy posited here between “sages”
and “transmitters” is not compatible with the fact that the Yerushalmi
refers to sages as tannayin precisely when they are transmitters of others’

142 For a broad survey of this phrase and its function, see Moscovitz, Terminology, 64-
68.

143 See lists in Assis, Concordance, 82-90; also relevant is an equivalent phrase used
exclusively in tractate Nezigin, “>an 77m »in,” “another reciter recites,” for which
see Assis, Concordance, 1438.

144 1 am using the word “versions” in the general sense of texts that are similar enough
to posit some identity between them, and not in the specific sense that Epstein gave
the term. The distinction Epstein made (IMT, 1) is between “versions,” which
belong to the composition history of the texts such that different versions reflect
different adaptations of the same textual material, on the one hand, and “variants,”
which relate to the transmission history of the text after it was composed, such that
different variants reflect errors in the transmission of the text. With regard to the
phrase “there is a reciter reciting,” Epstein argued that it introduces only versions
and never variants of teachings (see much of the first chapter of IMT, and the
conclusions on 74-6). In a forthcoming book chapter focusing on this phrase, |
argue that Epstein’s interpretation was informed by the Talmud’s understanding of
these divergences, rather than these divergences themselves.

145 Higger, Otzar, 4.496.

146 y. Suk. 4:9 54c: “ ™ ow2 °In >IN MR AT WD 1M RITOW IR LTYOR Y OW3 °I0 I DR
AT QWY P RTYW TR DR TR,
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words. The passage Higger adduces about R. Eleazar conforms with what
we have seen so far, that tannayin can transmit the words of other sages;
but that passage is not typical of the phrase “there is a reciter reciting”:
there is only one more passage where that phrase applies to an attributed
teaching.'4’

Rather, these passages employ the word tannay because, | argue,
they highlight textual divergences, reflecting a significant rise of interest,
among Amoraic scholars, in comparing textual variance in the rabbinic
tradition. While disputes and divergences are among the Tannaitic cor-
pus’s most characteristic features, there is no reason to think, with respect
to most of these disputes, that they relate to the transmission or formula-
tion of texts.!*® When, for example, the Mishnah in m. Berakhot 1:1 tells

147 Seey. Yom. 1:2 39a, discussed below; there are also passages where the phrase is
used to report attribution switching, also discussed below.

148 To be sure, there are some Tannaitic passages that do highlight such textual
divergences. Certain passages employ the expression hiluf ha-devarim to convey
that a certain sage reversed a certain teaching either in terms of its content or in
terms of its attributions (see e.g., m. Shevi. 4:2). Others use the expression omer
mi-shemo to mark instances when a sage has a modified or expanded version of a
teaching attributed to another sage (see e.g., m. Ber. 4:7). We also have the
occasional references to different mishnayot (see above, n. 135), or passages such
as the story of Issi the Babylonian and his differing tradition (see t. Zev. 2:18). But
those passages are relatively rare; their terminology is not particularly specialized;
and, most important their concern is almost entirely legal: what is permitted, what
is prohibited, what is pure, and what is impure. Epstein, IMT, 2-7, adduces what
might seem at first to be a significant number of instances where Tannaitic sources
present disputes about the formulation of tradition. While some of these examples
show that Tannaitic sources indeed employ different formulations even when they
do not dispute the law, in none of the examples he offers do the Tannaitic works
themselves present the matter in this way. He adduces several Tannaitic disputes
“which seem like disputes about the law but are in fact are disputes about
formulation” — but in all of those cases (cited on p. 2) it is the Palestinian Talmud
that supplies the information that there is no dispute about the law, not the Tannaitic
works themselves (and a single passage from the Talmud at that — y. A. Z. 2:7 42a).
Other sources which Epstein adduces demonstrate variations in terminology that are
not juxtaposed as a dispute at all (see pp. 2-4). There are indeed many cases where
there are disputes about what certain sages said (pp. 5-7), but they are all clearly
primarily about the law.
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us about a dispute between R. Eliezer and the sages on the appropriate
time for the recitation of the Shema, it does not seem to be telling us that
R. Eliezer and the sages were transmitting a particular teaching that start-
ed with the words, “From what time do they recite the Shema in the
evening? From the time the priests go inside to eat the priests’ due un-
til...” — and R. Eliezer completed that teaching with “the end of the first
watch” whereas the sages completed it with “midnight.” These disputes
normally are not alternative formulations of texts but are rather disputes
of opinions and rulings.

The passages employing the phrase “there is a reciter reciting” re-
flect a different concern focused on textual divergences — divergences
stemming from the transmission of texts or resulting in their formulation.
When the Talmud tells us that “there is a reciter reciting [differently],” it
means not (or not only) that two sages are disputed about a particular is-
sue, but that there seem to be two alternative formulations of the same
teaching. To be sure, such divergences are not divorced from differences
in ruling and opinion: one could rule differently because one has a differ-
ent version of an authoritative tradition, and one could change the text
one transmits because one has a different opinion about the law. Like-
wise, the extent to which these passages are concerned with textuality
varies. A significant number of them are primarily or even exclusively
about the formulation of texts. Still others look just like any other dispute
in rabbinic literature. And the majority of them may be understood as
disputes both about texts and about opinions. As a whole, though, these
passages introduce a significant textual component to the rabbinic dis-
course of disputes.

There are examples of recitation divergences where the difference
cannot be understood primarily as a difference in opinion about the law;
rather, it is clearly first and foremost a difference about the precise for-
mulation of the text, even if a difference of opinion may be derived from
it. Consider the following example:

m. Shabbat 11:1-2
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If someone threw [an object on the Sabbath] from a private do-
main to a public domain, or from a public domain to a private
domain — he is liable.

But from a private domaine to [another] private domain with a
public domain in between — R. Agiva holds him liable, but the
sages hold him him exempt.

How so? If there are two balconies, one against the other, in the
public domain, and one passes [an object] or threw [and object]
from one to the other — he is exempt.

y. Shabbat 11:1 12d

JT¥%D 710 RDT PR LTX0D 010 1N DR

There is a reciter reciting “how so” [and] there is [a reciter] not
reciting “how so.”

The Mishnah presents a dispute between R. Agiva and the sages. R.
Agiva rules that if a person threw, on the Sabbath, an object from one
private domain to another but the object passed through the public do-
main, they are liable for transgressing the prohibition of transporting
from private to public domain on the Sabbath. The sages do not hold
them liable, because the beginning and end points of the object were both
in the public domain. The Mishnah then offers what seems to be an illus-
tration of such a case, where there are two balconies (i.e., two private
domains) facing one another, and one threw an object from one to the
other on the Sabbath (so the object passed through the public domain); in
such an a case, the Mishnah tells us, the person is exempt — which at this
point seems to reflect the sages’ opinion, as opposed to R. Aqgiva’s.

The Talmud reports that there is a recitation divergence regarding
this teaching. While one reciter recites the word keyzad, “how so,” be-
tween the report about the dispute and the description of the balconies
case, another reciter does not recite this word. This is important, since
without these words the balconies case is not necessarily an example of
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the case in which R. Agiva and the sages dispute — note that the Mishnah
does not tell us how R. Agiva would rule in the balconies case, and with-
out the words “how so” the teaching might imply that in that case, he
agrees with the sages. That is in fact what the Talmud suggests later in
this passage — that not reciting “how so” can be correlated with the opin-
ion that R. Agiva agrees with the sages in the balconies case (because the
balconies are more than ten cubits above ground). But while this diver-
gence between the reciters may reflect or result in a difference of opin-
ion, it is primarily a difference in the shaping of the text: do we or do we
not recite the word keyzad. It is hard to imagine this kind of dispute rec-
orded in the usual manner in which disputes are recorded in Tannaitic
literature. Let me offer one more example, which does not involve the
Mishnah:

y. Yoma 1:2 39a
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[Regarding the part of the sacrifice that the High Priest may take
for himself given his privileged status:]

It has been recited: Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] says: | say he
takes only a half.

There is a reciter reciting: Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch] says: | say
he takes a half.

How does it work? If there was one hide — the sages say, “he
[the high priest] takes all of it,” and Rabbi [Judah the Patriarch]
says: | say he takes only a half.” If there were four or five hides
there — the sages say, “he takes one,” and Rabbi [Judah the Pa-
triarch] says, “I say he takes a half.”

There is no obvious or necessary difference of opinion — or even mean-
ing! — between these two formulations of the Patriarch’s wording. The
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Talmud’s anonymous commentary on this divergence proceeds to sug-
gest that each of these formulations might apply to a different scenario.
But the divergence itself does not point to a dispute about opinion, ruling
or even a scenario — it relates to the precise formulation of the teaching
transmitted.4°

In addition to such passages, there are other types of “there is a recit-
er reciting” passages which clearly focus on the transmission and particu-
lar formulation of texts. In nine passages, the Talmud reports that “there
is a reciter reciting and switching” the attributions of the teachings.*
Such attribution switches are evident already in the Tannaitic corpus. Ep-
stein considered such switching of attributions to have obvious halakhic
significance because of the so-called rules for deciding halakhic disputa-
tions.?>! But these rules never come up explicitly in “there is a reciter re-
citing” passages, and in none of these “switched attributions” passages
does the Yerushalmi treat the question of attribution as obviously imply-
ing a halakhic consequence — in fact, in a number of these passages, the
questions of attribution and ruling are clearly separate.’® More im-
portant, even if there is a halakhic motivation for these changes, it was
expressed in the form in which the text is transmitted rather than in a ha-
lakhic ruling per se. Whereas in the majority of recitation divergences
Amoraic sages take both variants seriously and rarely express a prefer-
ence between them, in the case of attribution switching we find, in one
passage, an Amoraic sage dismissing the importance of the variance,>
and in three other passages that one variant is chosen over the other.*>*

149 In addition to the two examples given above, see also y. Ber. 1:1 3a, y. Pe’ah 7:2
20a, y. Hal. 4:2 59d (where the problem the Talmud raises assumes also the literary
context in the Mishnah), y. Suk. 5:1 55a (par. y. Suk. 5:7 55d), y. Ta ‘an. 4:6 68d;
see also the similar switches at y. Hal. 2:4 58c and y. Hal. 4:9 59d (where according
to the Talmud there is no difference of opinion).

150 . Kil. 6:5 30c, y. Kil. 9:3 324, y. Shab. 6:10 8c, y. Pes. 3:8 30b, y. Bez. 1:2 61b, y.
Ta‘an. 1:3 644, y. Ta‘an. 2:10 66b, y. M. Q. 3:7 83b (par. y. Hor. 3:7 48b), y. B. B.
9:7 17b.

151 Epstein, IMT, 6.

152 Seee.g., Y. Ta‘an. 2:10 66b.

153 y. Bez. 2:1 61b: Wi n 118 127718 .21 X710 371 2°R17 .V AR .A900Y a0 N DR,

154 vy. Kil. 6:5 30c, y. Shab. 6:10 8c, y. Pes. 3:8 30b.
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Another set of passages reports divergences in recitation of
very close-sounding words that have the same meaning:

m. Shabbat 5:2

M221 M?120 NN NIREY PO

Ewes may go out [on the Sabbath] exposed [shehuzot; i.e., with
their tales up, so that they may be mounted by the males],
chained, or clasped.

y. Shabbat 5:2 7b

DINW °1N0 *°I0 DK MINNY 10 10 DX
NNW T 187 .29 DTN 0T W nenT ' 3Thvn DM aRT IRn
S'1Poon DR Prnwn TR L7070

There is a reciter reciting shehuzot

and there is a reciter reciting shozot.

The one who said, “shozot” [formulates the word in the sense
of] prepared, like that which you say “decked out like a prosti-
tute [shyt zona], wily of heart” (Prov. 7:10). And the one who
said shehuzot [formulates the word] like that which you say,
“they must not strap [mashehizin] the knife” (m. Bezah 3:7).

Epstein has shown that both recitations refer to the same verb, except in
different dialects or registers'®®; the Talmud does not offer this type of
linguistic analysis, but it too assumes that the two words have the same
meaning even if they diverge in etymology. There are eight instances of
this sort in the Yerushalmi (all relating to the Mishnah).1%

As | have mentioned, the majority of “there is a reciter reciting” pas-
sages can be read as introducing divergences that are primarily about
opinions or rulings. But there is a feature of these divergences — or, ra-

155 Epstein, IMT, 103.

156 In addition to the text cited above, see y. Ber. 6:8 10d, y. Pe’ah 8:1 20d, y. Kil. 8:4
31c (par. y. Shab. 5:1 7b), y. Shab. 5:4 7c (second instance), y. Sot. 6:1 20d (second
instance), y. Ket. 13:3 364a, y. A. Z. 3:5 43a.
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ther, of the way the Talmud presents these divergences — which lends
them the look, if not always the substance, of a textual variant. In the ma-
jority of the cases the divergences result in relatively small differences of
wording. Sometimes, the different teachings are separated by one, close-
sounding letter.®>” In more than half the instances, the phrase introduces
divergences which apply to only one or two words. The single most
common type of divergence is the addition or subtraction of negation.
Similarly, we find switches between binaries such as “prohibited” and
“permitted,” “valid” and “invalid,” “liable” and “exempt,” etc. Another
common category is switches of numbers: one reciter recites “one” or
“first,” another recites “two” or “second” etc. Let me offer some exam-
ples:

y. Berakhot 5:4 9c¢

M2 AT T MY ORY LK MRy R e XD B8] vaw nx oo oin
.09 7T 277 %20 a0 MORY M2 73T 077 %30 I X

It was recited: “One who leads the Shema, [and other liturgical
rituals] should not respond “Amen” after his own [blessing].
And if he responded, then he is a boor.”

There is a reciter reciting: “then he is a boor.”

There is a reciter reciting: “then he is a sage.”

y. Sukkah 3:1 53c

712109 .°10 °°10 PR .PWI 1N 1IN DR LA 110
A stolen Sukkah —
There is a reciter reciting, “it is valid,”
and there is a reciter reciting, “it is disqualified.”

y. Meqillah 4:3 75b

M D °9aR 210 1IN DRI L1 M PR DO2°AR PR LOIN IN DX
J1mn

157 Seey. Kil. 7:7 31a, y. Ter. 3:4 42h.
158 | am omitting here a list of other liturgical rituals.
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There is a reciter reciting: “mourners are counted towards [a li-
turgical] quorum,”

and there is a reciter reciting: “mourners are not counted to-
wards [a liturgical] quorum.”*>®

V. Pesahim 9:6 37a

7V SPWI DR 2P 22007 K7 LPNAN MR WOIDM TARY M0D W0
JIWRIT DR 29P2 I8N LOI0 1IN DK LPITW TR M WK KXW
LW DR 2090 %A L0020 DR

If he designated his pascal lamb [for offering] and it was lost
and he designated another one, [and] had not yet offered the
second one when the first one was found, and thus both are

standing:

there is a reciter reciting, “it is a commandment to offer the
first”

[and] there is a reciter reciting, “it is a commandment to offer
the second.”

And still in others similar words are merely switched around:

y. Yoma 5:6 43a

99° AR 21N %N NORY .79 119°0 AR IN AN DR LWTIPE DR 1901 199
i)

“When he has finished atoning for the holy place” (Lev 16:20):
There is a reciter reciting: If he has finished, he has atoned.
And there is a reciter reciting: If he has atoned, he has finished.

y. Sanhedrin 2:3 20b

DOWIR °IN 1N NORY .OTNR DOWIRT 72°00 M2YTR 23T A0 1N R
OINR DWIT 20N

159 The second possibility was omitted (on account of homoioteleuton) in the first
copying and then added.
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There is a reciter reciting: the women walk first and the men af-
ter them.

And there is a reciter reciting: the men first and the women after
them.

It is true that all these passages point to a difference of opinion, ruling,
or scriptural interpretation. But all of them also feature differences con-
cerning a word or two in a way that suggests that both reciters aim to
transmit the same teaching but do so differently. To be sure, this applies
to the way the Talmud presents these divergences, and not necessarily
to the divergences themselves: we find the same divergences in the
Tannaitic corpus presented in a way that does not suggest a textual var-
iation in particular.*®® Furthermore, sometimes this presentation can be
misleading or at least paraphrastic, since a reconstruction of the teach-
ings in question does not lead to similarly-worded teaching.!®! There is
also a significant number of passages in which this phrase introduces
bigger differences,*®? but even there, after all, one could still think of
the two teachings as variant texts — with a greater degree of variance.
The large presence of divergences which are primarily textual and the
predominance of small differences in passages employing this phrase
show us how it was used to understand scholarly divergences among
the sages as textual divergences. This conforms with other features of
tannay we have observed: Talmudic sages used this hypothesized figure
to discuss the textual processes and the literary qualities evident in the
sources they were analyzing.

160 Compare, for example, y. Yev. 10:1 12c, “There is a reciter reciting: a halizah at
night is valid. There is a reciter reciting: a halizah at night is disqualified” with m.
Yev. 12:2: “If she removed [the sandal] at night her halizah is valid. R. Eliezer
disqualifies.” For additional passages, see the list in Epstein, IMT, 121.

161 Seee.g.,y. Qidd. 4:8 66a (par. y. B. B. 8:6 16b), or similarly y. Naz. 9:3 77d.

162 Seey. Ber. 1:2 3a, y. Pe’ah 6:6 19c, y. 'Er. 1:1 18c, y. Yom. 1:2 39a (par. y. Hag.
2:478h),y. Yom. 7:5 4¢,y. R. H. 1:2 57a, y. Meg. 1:8 71a, y. M. Q. 3:7 83b, y. Yev.
8:18d,y.Qid. 2:1 62a, y. B. M. 6:3 11a.
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Conclusion

Much of this article addressed what tannay does not mean. We have seen
that both the sense of recitation specialist and the sense of a sage of the
Tannaitic period belong to the Babylonian Talmud’s tanna rather than
the Palestinian Talmud’s tannay. Appreciating the difference between the
two Talmuds’ use of this term allows us to understand how these two
meanings of tanna reflect specifically Babylonian and late developments.
The fact that in Palestine recitation was not relegated to specialists, but
rather was performed by the sages themselves, may indicate that the rise
of such specialists in Babylonia was informed by factors specific to that
environment — be it Zoroastrian influence or the particular Babylonian
viewpoint of Torah study which emphasized its analytical and creative
functions over its preservative, conservative aspects;'®® it is also sugges-
tive that such specialists are best documented in layers of the Babylonian
Talmud and in Geonic-era works which also indicate an increased institu-
tionalization of the rabbinic academy.'®* Similarly, dating the emergence
of the distinction between tanna’im and amora’im to later layers of the
Bavli may allow us to correlate that development with other develop-
ments in the sages’ conception of their history and authority in late Tal-
mudic and early Geonic times; that distinction is closer to the world of
Seder Tannaim ve-Amoraim or Rav Sherira’s letter, with their focus on
rabbinic historiography and periodization,*®® than it is to the world of the

163 See e.g. Tropper, Like Clay in the Hands of the Potter: Sage Stories in Rabbinical
Literature (Heb.; Jerusalem: Merkaz Zalman Shazar, 2011), 155-95.

164 That the picture of the institutionalized academy emerging from Geonic sources is
evident already in the anonymous layer of the Bavli has been argued by Jeffrey
Rubenstein, “The Rise of the Babylonian Rabbinic Academy: A Reexmination of
the Talmudic Evidence,” Jewish Studies: An Internet Journal 1 (2002): 55-68.
Rubenstein concludes that this means the academy rose “in the stammaitic period.”

165 On the historiographical interests of Rav Sherira’s Letter and its Islamic context see
Isaiah Gafni, “On Talmudic Historiography in the Epistle of Rav Sherira Gaon:
Between Tradition and Creativity,” Tsiyon 73 (2008), 271-96; Simcha Gross,
“When the Jews Greeted Ali: Sherira Gaon’s Epistle in Light of Arabic and Syriac
Historiography,” JSQ (2017), 122-144; and see especially the comments by Gerson
D. Cohen, Abraham ibn Daud: Sefer ha-Qabbalah (Philadelphia: Jewish
Publication Society, 1967), I-Iv.
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Palestinian Talmud. | trace these developments in the Bavli and Geonic
texts more fully in a sequel to this study.

Still the Yerushalmi’s tannay itself presents a new development. It is
true that, being premised on the notion that the recitation of tradition in-
volves both its transmission and its re-composition, it reflects ideas of
textuality that Amoraic-era scholars inherited from their Tannaitic-era
predecessors. At the same time, the use of tannay in the Talmud, we have
seen, reflects an increasingly literary sense of tradition which resulted in
new interpretive interests and scholarly methods focused on textual pro-
cess and form. Thus tannay is featured in passages which discuss how
mishnah diverges into distinct, sometimes opposing versions, and the
significance of these divergences; how a single passage may betray con-
tradictory viewpoints; how the teaching of the same sage may be trans-
mitted in significantly different forms; how the specific formulation of
tradition was the result of preferences and tendencies of the people who
shaped it. Tannay testifies not to the periodization of rabbinic authority
nor to the mechanisms of oral transmission, but to the rise of a sophisti-
cated literary analysis of rabbinic tradition.
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Appendix: Named tannayin in the Yerushalmi

In the overwhelming majority of instances in the Yerushalmi, tannayin
are anonymous. | have shown in the body of this paper that among those
instances where tannayin are named, it is usually when sages transmit the
words of other sages. What | seek to show in this appendix is that in
some of the instances in which it seems like tannay is simply a general
reference to a named sage, there are good reasons to think it might not
be.166

Let me start with a couple of cases where, even though the word
tannay follows a named sage, the unit in which the name appears must
have been independent from the unit in which the word tannay appears.
In the following passage, | think it is rather clear that this is the case:

y. Qiddushin 3:12 64c

'Y w2 R T 2 WA M TN ToNR "W N2 BV R 7 I3 0N
TOR POV TNOXR ROTW IWRD ROR WAD PRY AR TN PR VAW
D0 OV PAvm MY

07 PRA MU AR DWR DR WOR Y RY" W7 TR RIpn o7
PR 12 W] (707 OR) 2R LPWITR 0¥ 19 PRW NTAH AR NWR 2
AT TN PYITR YRV [1a% {PRW} PRY 92 AR 1mn 190 20nR Dy
QAR LPWITR YOV 9 PRY NIAYA PAR DWR 02 .WAT AT 12 v M
DY KDY 1OV 7 PR 72V M3 KX TN TONT 20K DY PUITR O W OX
JUITP 0NN

77 TR O DT 17227 977 .RMNTR R1IN R0 9V R2AR D2 DRI M 2007
WD TN PRATR DR DY RDY 1OV

It might at first seem as if “tannaya gadmaya” refers to R. Meir. But note
that R. Meir does not appear in the original citation of the teaching, and
R. Samuel b. Abba responds directly to that citation rather than to the
statement that follows about the exegetical reasoning for each of the posi-

166 The remaining three instances of named tannayin are y. Ter. 7:1 44d (par. y. Meg.
1:5 71a and y. Ket. 27c — where the reference is to R. Nehuniah and R. Simeon b.
Menasya), y. Pes. 5:1 31d (R. Nathan), and y. Suk. 5:8 55d (R. Judah).
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tions. In a Genizah fragment preserving this passage, that exegetical
comment (i.e., “and both interpreted one verse”) is attributed to R. Yo-
hanan via R. Abbahu,®” which makes it even more likely that it is an in-
dependent unit which R. Samuel b. Abba did not see, and which assumed
the first speaker is R. Meir. The same process may be behind this case:

y. Sanhedrin 1:6 19c

7PO" AR 17 MRW OYwa awn vy mpn 027 LM by onwm”
DOOPw nwian 3R PHY Dapn AR LR MY 2122 71 02 9a(12)
Baribiribb)

nWAN 11OV 2021 AV 12 12 3700 2091 PRYD A9R 2'D Dl vy n
M7 12 17°2 79YW o1 92 .02°P0 D 170 W2 L3R AR Lo90ph 1um oY
"R O 2O0PW DWAN 1T AW AW o1 931 .17 12 IRTD 120 90 KR
X1 200w I T2 AWYR a0 a0

T2 XX NP0 MY CInan2 1R LXMDY X1IN 20N N M o M
D°NRMY M2]F LY 2naY AV 17 2N Ppwd 4+ AbR 2’ Hul nwy
W2 .30 AR 09P% 12um ohpw nwan {[137°%Y and awbwy oA
oUW 921 .19 12 IRTD 020 .9 AR 17 1702 39YW On 9 .02°pu D 190
I AWYR 77 09 R0 209pw nwnan (17 92 TRTD 925 .12 "R 19) 170
b lalialiva!

TP 01 WY A% MR D 090 10YY TAXY VAT LRI XMIn 20N
A9V 7937107

X™NTR X*°INT 'NYT 9V .07 Jwyn R1NAR X°INT 'NYT 9Y 5% "1 'h
J2¥ PA0MY 1A PO WY NS LY MR Wy 1R

In this passage — and in the identically structured passage that follows it —
it might seem that tannay refers to named sages several times: the
anoymous comments that “the tannay responds to his fellow” and R.
Samuel’s comment about the first and second tannay, both seem to refer
to R. Judah and R. Nehemiah who are disputed here. But the names of R.
Judah and R. Nehemiah are not well-integrated into the passage. Moreo-
ver, in the two other passages where the phrase “the tannay answers to

167 T.S. F 17.2; see also the uncertainty of the names of the speakers in the teaching
reflected there.
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his fellow” appears, it refers to the arguments of the anonymous speaker
in the teaching.'®® It seems likely that the Yerushalmi originally had two
anonymous baraitot (or four, if we include the similar passage that fol-
lows), and R. Judah and R. Nehemiah were added in the margins by
someone who read the parallel traditions — in Numbers Rabbah and in
Tanhuma — where each of the positions is clearly attributed to R. Judah
and R. Nehemiah respectively.1%®
There are two similarly structured cases, in tractate Shevi ‘it,
where tannay appears to be a named sage in a Halakhic ruling:

v. Shevi ‘Gt 3:6 34d

OR 9aR 77w PPONY 10N Xow! At MInR 27 'ha AT M 'R oin
M2 HRHNA 12 PYAY 120 MR NN 1991 AN 199K 17w PRt Hman:!
7Y 7PN MONI K DAR AT PPN MIDNI XOW para SR M

R2IP9 R0an [1117](37)2 8D M 597 202 " 'R .I0K 19°) N 190K

v. Shevi it 6:5 37a

WA M 9727 L3RR PIVANA PIRD PN ORI PIRT MO LN
7NRIAN 95 AN TROR2" DT LWanY PIRD RN IR MYOR 12 DR
'Y R LRIV RP RN T2 MR M 0TI LRAR T2 2pY° M 'R LTHIRD

J12pn%] 21pnn oays Xow 72721 K0

In both of these passages, we are told that a certain sage (R. Yassa or R.
Immi) instructed “like that reciter”; in both cases the report further speci-
fies, “leniently”; in the latter case, there is an additional specification that
it is “the first reciter.” Why would these reports not simply say, as we
find elsewhere in the Yerushalmi, that R. Yassa ruled according to R. Ju-
dah and R. Ami ruled according to R. Simeon? It is possible, that, as we
find elsewhere, the concern was that transmitters might be switching the

168 Seey. ‘Er. 1:2 20a and Meg. 1:7 71b (for which compare Sifra Mezora 1:1 70b,
where the arguments are simply part of the text). We might be seeing here different
stages of composition.

169 See Numbers Rabbah 10:4, Tanhuma Numbers 21.
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attributions.>’® But then, how would the word “first” help? And why not
simply say, “leniently”? I think a key to both of these passages is the fol-
lowing passage:

V. Ma ‘aserot 3:10 51a

X°nTR X710 112 oRY! 001990 1990 00192 (D°1992) A1 DR 1INT AN
Rlali7disknl

This passage notes a correlation!™* between an anonymous recited text
and “this first reciter as the House of Shammai.” As Lieberman noted,!"2
this is in reference is to something like the traditions preserved in the
Tosefta:

t. Ma ‘aser Sheni 2:12

29M YIn? 3Pnne Pt 120m 209% nnow <ov7a> :{ona} ona
TR PRI .0°1927 17 19RD W WY 172 PTID PR AN AW 12 .00
.0°1972 0°1991 AT TA10R IR P9I N°2Y LYIna 3719080 0O9p oWwIR 102
JIWRY INNwn R20PY M NIwn 7.0 ' AR PR PIney amn Taom
DOWTP 172 PN PRI .0°1D27 177 1ORD 3w WY 172 PTID PR LW N2
20199 AnNPOW DX .MAWYI 17 000 RIR PRI n02Y Lpaman 30 17°RD 209p

YIA72 YIN° annow NRY 0°1970

Note that there are two versions given here to the dispute between the
Houses. What the Yerushalmi means, then, is that the anonymous recited
teaching (“min nk 2°m”") conforms with “the first reciter, according to
the House of Shammai” — that is, “the reciter” is not the House of Sham-
mai themselves, but rather the reciter of the source as a whole, adducing
the words of both Houses. It is true that strictly speaking, there is no dif-
ference in the words of the House of Shammai between the two versions,
as we have them in the Tosefta, only in the words of the House of Hillel;
but perhaps in the version before the Yerushalmi there was one, and at

170 Seey. Kil. 9:3 32a.
171 Correcting the text, with Lieberman (TK Zera ‘im 740), to “X»1n 173 X°nR1.”
172 lbid.
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any event reciter here must mean the formulator of the source as a whole,
or else there would be no reason to specify further “as the house of
Shammai.” Back to the passages about Halakhic rulings in y. Shevi ‘it, my
suggestion is that similarly the reciter there refers to the reciter of both
opinions; that is why the specification “leniently” was needed!’®: the rul-
ing was according to that reciter, in favor of the lenient opinion (of the
two opinions that reciter recites). Perhaps the “reciter” language here was
appropriate because in both cases the recited teaching is additional to the
Mishnah.

Finally, in one passage tannay might refer to a named sage, but giv-
en other passages discussed in this article it might refer to the person who
formulated his teachings:

m. Bezah 3:6

20 2 27w Y %N 9aR .2 Ova a9°IND 7Rn20 YV 00Inl PR
7312 IR V937 TAID W2 QTR YPW W AT M .M PRYam Pumn
PPV 92 DOATRA A2 PIAwn PRI om .0v0pn

V. Bezah 3:6 62a

2172 K 2T ' .M022 a0 TAID IR 19Pw 2 waw MY 20 an
POV 95 DTN 722 Prawn PR Ow YV .I0KR 210 2112 X7

D°120¥7 °19n DUIIRA 922 IMPNY MOX LORMAW Ow3a AT 27 PaX 20
.MOR

P IR T " LPINT PR ROR LTI avon XD .2 P2 70 ' 'R
DOIIRA 922 PIAwH PR UMK MM 00190 TAID IR U907 TAID W2 DX
DPIRA 922 NIPNT R LPAWH M 20 RPATP XPIN KT VPV 9
N2 2°720V77 2197

R. Yose is arguing that the words attributed here to the sages — that one
does not look at the scales at all — should be understood in context; that
we can understand what “not looking” here means by looking at the pre-

173 If this reconstruction is correct, the word “first” was added erroneously, though it is
attested in both Ms. Leiden and Ms. Vatican 133.
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vious reciter, who says that one might use the scales as long as one does
not use weight. R. Yose argues that it is only that type of use, that is,
weighing of any kind, that the sages come to prohibit. But note that he is
referring to the particular literary form, both of R. Judah’s statement (and
the examples it gives) and the sages’ statement. If he wanted to refer to
R. Judah himself, he would have said: “R. Judah” — but he says “the first
reciter” because the reference is to the literary formulator rather than the
sage to whom the teaching is attributed.
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Graphic Symbols for God's Name in an Unknown
Recension of the Tanhuma from the Cairo Genizah

Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee

Introduction

Samples of Hebrew manuscripts and codices from the tenth and eleventh
centuries are rare, making the Cairo Genizah an important resource for
study of Hebrew paleography.! In addition to preserving unique texts and
versions, Genizah fragments include some of the earliest examples of
Hebrew manuscripts, predating European medieval manuscripts, and thus
contributing greatly to the understanding of book history from the
perspective of material culture. They are also the source of many
innovations and insights regarding the earlier forms of Hebrew texts and
the development of scribal practices.? One of the more curious examples
of this can be seen when examining the various conventions employed for
rendering God's name. In this paper, we will describe the incidence of two

* The The authors would like to thank Prof. Judith Schlanger, Prof. Marina Rustow,
Prof. Gideon Bohak, Prof. Nathan James-Ford, Dr. Ohad Abudraham and Rivka
Elitzur-Leiman for their advice and help. We are grateful for the permission of the
Syndics of Cambridge University Library for the publication of the images. This
article was written under the auspices of the “Midrash in the Communities of the
Genizah” Project at the University of Haifa and with the generous support of the
Granchamp fund.

1 Edna Engel, “Styles of Hebrew Script in the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries in the
Light of Dated and Datable Genizah Documents” Te'uda, XV (1999): p. 366.
(Hebrew).

2 Stephan Reif, “The Genizah and the Dead Sea Scrolls: How Important and Direct
is their Connection?” in The Dead Sea Scrolls in Context, Vol. 2 (eds. Armin
Lange, et al; Leiden, 2011), pp. 673-691 p. 677.
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Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee 136

unique graphic symbols, one representing the Tetragrammaton and the
other, the name Elohim, that appear together in one midrashic manuscript
from the Cairo Genizah. We will demonstrate that these symbols preserve
signs and marks used in the vicinity of the Land of Israel and Syria in the
third century and perhaps even earlier, and that continued to be documented
in Genizah manuscripts dated up until the eleventh-twelfth centuries. We
will propose that the different symbols used to represent God’s names in the
various manuscripts reflect not only the chronological development of
scribal practices, but also relate to their role within the text.

The Manuscript

In his landmark study of the Tanhuma-Yelamdenu literature, Bregman
presented a comprehensive catalogue of both full and fragmentary
manuscripts. The catalogue surveys witnesses of the known printed
editions alongside unknown and unique recensions documented mainly in
Genizah fragments. Among the Genizah materials are four fragments that
Bregman identified as belonging to a single manuscript that he termed
“Tanhuma — unknown recension”.® Three of these are single folium, each
approximately 12.5 cm high and 10.5 cm wide. One (Or.1081 2.51) is a
bifolium (a sheet folded to create two pages), approximately 12.5 high and
21.5 wide.* CUL: T-S C2.38 and CUL: Or.1081 2.51 are almost complete
pages with just a few small tears or imperfections, but JTS: ENA 691.18,
JTS: ENA 3692.7 are torn and significant sections of the text are missing.
The four fragments contain parts of seven homilies on various sedarim
from the middle of Leviticus (chapters 16-23), according to the triennial
cycle read in the Land of Israel. They are non-sequential and lack
significant portions of text. We have dubbed the extant manuscript TLGR

3 Marc Bregman, The Tanhuma-Yelammedenu Literature — Studies in the Evolution
of the Versions. Piscataway, 2003, pp. 80-81, (Hebrew).

4 The estimated size is based on the physical data generated by the Friedberg site
and its measuring tool. There are slight differences between the pages due to their
physical condition. Several are frayed along the edges and two are torn.
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137 Graphic Symbols for God's Name

(Tanhuma Leviticus Genizah Recension). The pages are of vellum,® with
both sides scraped and cleaned so that only a slight difference in shade
distinguishes the two, as is typical of early Oriental manuscripts.® There
are twenty-one lines of writing in clear, square Hebrew script in black ink’
on both sides of each page.®

The manuscript was inspected by Prof. Marina Rustow who estimated that
it was written in the tenth or the eleventh century, and by Prof. Judith
Schlanger who identified the script as what she has termed “simple oriental
square of South-Western type”, (covering Palestine and Egypt) that was
used up to the mid-eleventh century. In Schlanger’s opinion, the

5 Vellum fell into disuse in the East quite early, being quickly replaced by cheaper
paper. The latest dated vellum Hebrew codex from the Genizah is from 1327 and
most of the undated vellum manuscripts are thought to be much earlier. See
Malachi Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology: Historical and Comparative Typology of
Medieval Hebrew Codices based on the Documentation of the Extant Dated
Manuscripts until 1540 Using a Quantitative Approach, (ed. Zofia Lasman; trans.;
Ilana Goldberg and Nurit Pasternak) Preprint internet English version 0.3+,
August 2019), pp. 213-214.

Online:
https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/collections/manuscripts/hebrewcodicolog
y/Documents/Hebrew-Codicology-continuously-updated-online-version-

ENG.pdf.
6 Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology, p. 220.
7 The ink in this manuscript seems to match examples of iron gall-based ink. See

for example MS Jerusalem, NLI Heb. 8° 4120 <lItaly> 1282, fol. 38v,
photographed in: Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology, pp. 274-278. In contrary to
earlier hypothesis, and on the basis of chemical analyses, Beit-Arie stresses that
iron gall ink is also found to be common in Eastern manuscripts. For additional
information on the types of inks: Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology, pp. 274-278. See
for example MS Jerusalem, NLI Heb. 8° 4120 <Italy> 1282, fol. 38v photographed
in: Beit-Arié, Hebrew Codicology, p. 277. For list of documents found to be
written in iron gall- based inks see p.278.

8 The words "1 3%2n 21 are written on the bottom of the last page of CUL: Or. 1081
2.51 under the 21% line. It is possible that these are catch words or alternately that
they were included in the page to complete the proem. See full discussion in Tova
Sacher, “A String of Jewels - Content and Composition in an Unknown Recension
of the Tanhuma from the Cairo Genizah”, PhD diss., University of Haifa, April
2020.
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manuscript was written around the year 1000. This is indicated by the fact
that some of the alephs in TLGR have a non-square kappa shape, which is
not found in manuscripts dated prior to the second half of the tenth century
(such as the upper script of the palimpsests or in the early Italian group).®
In 1893, Wertheimer published the text from the bifolium (Or.1081 2.51)
under the title Midrash Yelamdenu.’® He writes that despite extensive
research, he was unable to find parallel sources for these homilies in any
of the known midrashic collections. Coupled with the fact that the homilies
are arranged according to the triennial sedarim read in the Land of Israel,
the lack of parallel sources led him to the conclusion that they must belong
to the lost Yelamdenu, despite the absence of the usual opening “our sages
taught” —“1°271°72%°” or any other kind of halakhic proem that typify this
genre. In his comments at the end of Batei Midrashot, Abraham Epstein
agrees with Wertheimer’s identification and categorizes these midrashim
as N7y mwT — “scholarly homilies”.!! The description provided by
Epstein is characteristic of what was later defined as the Tanhuma-
Yelamdenu genre. Mann also refers to this same fragment and writes that
“It seems to contain a version of Midrash Tanhuma quite different from
TB (Tanhuma Buber) and T (standard Tanhuma)”.*? Unfortunately, Sonne,
who completed the posthumous publication of Mann’s book, failed to find
the referenced notes with Mann’s comments on these homilies.*® In this
article, we will explore one of the most distinctive features of this
manuscript, the unique graphic symbols it employs when referring to God.

9 We are grateful for their help and interest.

10 Shlomo Aaron Wertheimer, Batei Midrashot, Vol. 1. Jerusalem 1989, pp. 168-
173, (Hebrew). These included partial homilies on Lev. 17:1 and Lev. 19:23.

11 Wertheimer, Batei Midrashot, p. 415.

12 J. Mann, I. Sonne, The Bible as Read and Preached in the Old Synagogue, Vol. 2.
Cincinnati 1966, p. 92, see also p. 100 and 104.

13 Mann-Sonne, The Bible, p. 165.
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139 Graphic Symbols for God's Name

God’s Names in TLGR

The Tetragrammaton

The Tetragrammaton is referred to 17 times in TLGR. All but two of these
are part of biblical quotes.** In all cases, it is represented by four dots in a
square configuration. We have found no other recorded examples of this
same exact symbol.

Elohim *

When not quoting scripture, TLGR refers to God almost exclusively by the
name Elohim which appears thirty-seven times throughout the
manuscript.*® According to Bregman, the use of the name Elohim is one of
the most prominent identifying features of Tanhuma literature's early
stratum. In light of the fact that the later strata are characterized by the
more common usage of the abbreviation 3"2p (indicating T2 wnp/wTp
X177 or its Aramaic equivalent) ,'° the overwhelming predominance of the
use of Elohim in TLGR seems to therefore indicate that this text preserved
materials from the early stratum.

Even more unusual than the prevalence of the name Elohim in TLGR is
the way in which it is written. The letters 7,2 ,x in the name Elohim are
represented by variations of an X-like figure with a dot or dash added above,
combined with the prefixes “%” (to) or “7” (the) or the suffixes “o>” (indicating
the plural form), <~ (indicating plural construct state or possessive forms), or
“” (indicating second person form), as applicable. This symbol is used in

14 The symbol is used once in a purposely misquoted verse and once is written as the
answer to the question “and if you do not know to Whom it is that you offer
sacrifices — to God.” In this case, using God’s actual name is a rhetorical necessity
intended to single out the Creator of the world as the God of Israel by using His
actual Name, as opposed to a descriptive title, like Elohim.

15 The appellation 'pr1 appears five times and X137 7°72 'pi7 appears once.

16 Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, pp. 176-177. Bregman notes that while there
are examples of the name Elohim in the published Tanhumas and other late
midrashim, these are few and far between.
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Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee 140

both scriptural quotes and rabbinic exposition.” In most instances, the symbol
resembles an X % but a few have a tag on the upper right arm, giving the
symbol a more aleph-like appearance ##. Both renderings are clearly distinct
from the actual letter aleph in the manuscript .

The uniqueness and significance of the symbols in TLGR becomes
more evident in light of the early epigraphic evidence and manuscript
witnesses, as described below.

Historical Background

The belief that God’s names, and particularly the Tetragrammaton, were
inherently and essentially holy led to a growing tendency documented
from Hellenistic times onwards, to avoid using Holy names and titles in
both oral and written discourse.!8 This tendency resulted in two related yet
distinct phenomena:

e The use of alternative vocalizations, instead of uttering God’s
names.
e The creation of special conventions for writing God’s name.

The first phenomenon refers to the way in which God’s name is
pronounced, while the second deals with the ways in which the Divine
names are written. The different names by which God was identified and
the ways in which these Divine names and titles were depicted has changed
over time.

17 The symbol may have also been used to represent gods and not just the Holy
Name. See the homily on Lev. 16:1 (JTS: ENA 3692.7 r, line 10), where the
symbol appears in a quote of Ezek. 28.2 and can be possibly read as referring to
the prince of Tyre, who proclaimed himself a god, rather than to Elohim.

18 Nathanael Andrade, “The Jewish Tetragrammaton: Secrecy, Community and
Prestige among Greek- Writing Jews of the Early Roman Empire”, Journal for the
Study of Judaism, 46 (2015), p. 205. Based on epigraphic and archeological
findings it appears that the four-letter name was freely written during the First
Temple period. Online: https://doi-org.ezproxy.haifa.ac.il/10.1163/15700631-
12340099. See also, Shimon Sharvit, “Jewish Traditions of Writing and
Pronouncing Divine Names” Lesonenu: A Journal for the Study of the Hebrew
Language and Cognate Studies, 70 (2008), p. 600. (Hebrew). Online:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24332580
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The Spoken Name

The desire to avoid calling God by name (the Tetragrammaton) can be
traced back to the Bible itself. At times, the later books of the Bible shy
away from using the Tetragrammaton in favor of other titles and names,
such as Elohim, El etc.?® The Septuagint translates the prohibition in Lev.
24:16: np» nin 'm0 2p3) as “And he that names the name of God, let him
die the death”. This interpretation understands the verse as forbidding all
verbal articulation of God's name rather than as prohibiting the cursing of
God’s name, as may be inferred from its textual context?®® and as is
construed by rabbinic law.?* The interpretation implied in the Septuagint
indicates that the prohibition of pronouncing God’s name was well-
established by the third century B.C.E.?? Furthermore, in many of the early
manuscripts of the Septuagint, the Tetragrammaton is replaced with the
Greek word Kupioc which means “Lord” and parallels the Hebrew Adonai,
alluding to the fact that the formal title was said in place of God’s name in
both languages.

Philo avoids the Tetragrammaton and its Greek equivalents, referring
to it as the “name of four-letters” said to “represent the living God”. He
explains that if anyone “were even to dare to utter His name unseasonably,
he must endure the punishment of death”.?® Josephus refrains from

19 Jonathan Ben-Dov, “The Elohistic Psalter and the Writing of Divine Names at
Qumran,” Meghillot: Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls, 8-9 (2010), pp. 53-55,
(Hebrew). Online: http://www.jstor.org/stable/23438294

20  The commandment immediately follows an account of a blasphemer (Lev. 24:10-
14) and the prohibition to curse God, so it is therefore logical that it too refers to
blasphemy rather than simply speaking God’s name. See John E. Hartley,
Leviticus. Dallas, 1992, pp. 409-410, “In this passage (verse 11) the use of the
word 5%p, “curse” with a waw consecutive after apa further defines apa. [...].
Certainly, these two verbs are to be taken together, indicating that they describe a
single act of wrongdoing and not two distinct acts”.

21  See b. Sanhedrin 56a; Mekhilta de Rabbi Ishmael (ed. Horowitz) Kaspah
(Mishpatim) 19, p. 317.

22 Kristin De Troyer, “The Names of God, Their Pronunciation and Their
Translation: A Digital Tour of Some of the Main Witnesses,” lectio difficilior 2
(2005), p. 5. Online: lectio.unibe.ch+troyer_names_of god.pdf

23 Philo, On the Life of Moses Il, Sec. 115, 132 &, 206. (Translated by Colson, p.
505, 513, 551). See also: Andrade, “The Jewish Tetragrammaton”, p. 210.
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Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee 142

mentioning God’s name throughout his works and explicitly states: “And
God revealed to him His name, which had not previously come to men and
about which I am not permitted to speak”.?* Evidence from Qumran
documents and testimony from Origen indicate that even when the Name
was nevertheless written down, Jews pronounced it as Adonai or Elohim.?
Both sectarian law, as preserved in the Qumran documents,? and rabbinic
halakha forbid speaking the Name.?’ Sifre Numbers teaches that only the
priests performing the priestly blessings in the Temple enunciated the
Tetragrammaton while priests repeating them outside the Temple
substituted Adonai.?®

The reluctance to utter God’s name necessitated the development of
substitute names and titles that could be pronounced in place of the Holy
Name when quoting scripture or when referring to God in exposition and
exegeses.? The Tetragrammaton rarely appears in non-biblical texts in the
sectarian works from Qumran where it is replaced with El or with other
third person titles, at times rephrasing biblical quotes such as those found

24 Josephus Flavius, Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews (2.275-276), Translated by
Louis H. Feldman, “Judean Antiquities 2, Whiston 12.4, Niese 275-276”, in:
Flavius Josephus Online, Steve Mason. Consulted online on: 12 November 2020
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.haifa.ac.il/10.1163/9789004320079_fjo_AJ_2_00275.
See also: Andrade “The Jewish Tetragrammaton”, p. 210.*”

25 De Troyer, “The Names of God”, pp. 3-5. Andrade, “The Jewish Tetragrammaton”,
p. 207.

26 Sectarian law also forbade the uttering of God’s Name (1QS VI 27-VII 1) and the
penalty for transgressing this ruling was expulsion from the community. See
Emanuel Tov, Scribal Practices and Approaches Reflected in the Texts from the
Judean Desert, Boston 2005, p. 243, and sources quoted there.

27 y. Sanhedrin 50b. 1PYNIR2 W DR O30T A8 IR DIRW KIX X12? NYD PR PR -
“He has no portion in the world to come: Abba Shaul says also one who speaks
God’s name as it is written (lit. with its letters)””.

28 Sifre Numbers (ed. Kahana) 39, pp. 105-106. See also m. Sotah 7:6, Tamid 7:2.
According to rabbinical sources, even this practice was curtailed before
Hasmonean times as evidenced by t. Sotah (ed. Lieberman) 13:8, p. 233, according
to which the priests stopped pronouncing God's name after death of Simon the
Righteous.

29 This was also mentioned by Origen and Jerome, Sidney Jellicoe, The Septuagint
and Modern Study, Eisenbrauns 1968, pp. 271-272.
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143 Graphic Symbols for God's Name

in the Pesharim.*® However, since El and Elohim are also recorded in the
Bible as Divine names, they were also considered sacred. For example, in
the Qumran texts, some of the scribal conventions used for writing the
Tetragrammaton such as writing the Name in paleo-Hebrew letters,®! were
employed when writing Elohim or El. In the same vein, the rabbinic
prohibition of erasing God’s name also applies to titles such as Elohim and
Adonai.*? The prohibitions against enunciating and erasing other names of
God necessitated the formulation of further substitutions or abbreviations
by which to refer to God in rabbinic discourse.

According to Urbach, the Tannaim and Amoraim avoided using any
of God’s biblical names or titles, replacing them with a variety of substitute
names which included wmpi (The Holy), & 1112 wipn (The Holy One
Blessed Be He), owpnia (lit. The Place), o»w (Heaven), nown (The
Presence), 1121 (The Powerful) and o%w %w w2 (Master of the
Universe). Urbach claims that the Tannaim preferred the titles f1ow, onw
and oyp»i to denote God, whereas the Amoraim favored i1 7112 witpn. 3
He bases this distinction on what he describes as “early” and “good”
manuscripts, explaining that later scribes systematically replaced opnn

30  Tov, Scribal Practices, pp. 218-221. See also examples and discussion by Ben-
Dov, “The Elohistic Psalter”, pp. 71-72.

31  Tov, Scribal Practices, p. 244.

32 Seealsoy. Megillah 12b which extends the prohibition of erasing God’s Name to

other titles as well:
O°7778 R 09721 7"9R2 K" 71192 DPNIR YR QW IR 2M07 PRRl 7IRY M 1R
%0 N2 W IR 01 Y27 1N LLTPAR WK TR NINAY W 02°0R 19K TR 0N
MINAY W 17PDY (IR DIPRA 2T W RIT IOW ,NIRIY PR 1T 02WIP 170 221K 0°3am3
oy wRNa. - These are the names which are not erased: One who writes the four-
letter name, with yod and with hey, with aleph and with dalet, El, Elohim,
Elohekha, Elohai, Elohenu, Elohekhem, Shadai, Tzva’ot, Ehyeh asher Ehyeh, ...t
is taught, Rabbi Jose says: The house of Hagira were master scribes in Jerusalem
and they would erase Tzva 'ot. See also Shimon Sharvit, “Writing and Pronouncing
Divine Names”, p. 603.

33 Efraim Elimelech Urbach, The Sages: Their Concepts and Beliefs, Jerusalem 1969,
pp. 32, 53-67. Urbach notes that the name HaQadosh exists already in the Bible
appearing as a synonym for Elohim in Habakuk 3:3, and that it was also the Holy name
of choice among the Hellenized Jews. The Rabbis' preoccupation with God’s names
and titles is illustrated in Ex. Rabbah (ed. Shinan) 3:6, pp. 127-128 (note 5).
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with 13"apn in both Tannaitic and Amoraic works. Sharvit questions such
distinctions, explaining that any definitive conclusions are difficult to draw
due to the fact that there are no extant manuscripts and only scarce
epigraphic evidence from Tannaitic and Amoraic times. Any discussion
about God’s names during those periods is thus really a discussion about
scribal practices in the medieval ages. In Sharvit’s opinion, the Tannaim
tended to use the word hashem which literally means “the Name” as a
shortened form of the phrase “The Explicit Name” — wonn ow.3#

The Written Name

A related, but separate development is the rise of various scribal
conventions and practices used to replace the Divine Name in writing. The
essential holiness of the Name, together with the ban on pronouncing the
Tetragrammaton and possibly, the mystical powers attributed to it,
encouraged the scribes to use special formats or to add unique signs when
writing the four-letter Name.®® These also served to alert or remind the
reader that it was not to be enunciated. In Aramaic papyri from
Elephantine, dated to the fifth century B.C.E., the Tetragrammaton is
written with one of the letters missing, usually the final 7 - hey.%
Lauterbach claims that Hellenistic Jews often avoided writing down the
Holy Name by changing the wav into a yod. This can be seen in older
manuscripts of the Septuagint where the Tetragrammaton was rendered in
the Hebrew letters i1, ,7,> - the third letter appearing as a yod instead of
a wav. The Hebrew letters 17 - > ;7 - > were not recognized as representing
God’s name in Greek circles and were instead sometimes replaced with

34 Sharvit refers to examples from the Tosefta and Mishnah. See Sharvit, “Writing and
Pronouncing Divine Names”, p. 605. See also Yaakov Shmuel Spiegel, Chapters in the
History of the Jewish Book: Writing and Transmission, Ramat Gan 2005, p. 622.

35  The Tetragrammaton continued to be written in Torah Scrolls and Bregman
hypothesizes that in the early centuries it was written out in rabbinic texts that
were written as scrolls. See Marc Bregman, “An Early Fragment of ‘Avot De
Rabbi Natan’ from a Scroll”, Tarbiz vol. no. 52(2) 1983, pp. 205-206. Online:
www.jstor.org/stable/23595970; Myron Bialik Lerner, “The Genizah Fragments
of Sh’eiltot de-Rav Ahai in the Munich Library,” in Mordechai Akiva Friedman
(ed.), A Century of Genizah Research: Te’uda XV, 1999, pp. 161-88.

36 Spiegel, Chapters in the History of the Jewish Book, p. 611 note 1.
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the Greek letters 1 w 1. The phenomenon of deliberately “misspelling” the
Tetragrammaton indicates the reluctance to write it in full >’

In the pesharim and sectarian documents from Qumran, the name
Adonai was usually substituted for the Tetragrammaton.3® As noted above,
this type of substitution also appears in the Septuagint where the Greek
word for “Lord” is written in place of the Tetragrammaton.*® Adonai is
also used instead of the Tetragrammaton in the biblical quotes in the
remnants of Ben Sira found at Masada and dated to the first century,*® and
in the verses of Shema (Deut. 6:4) found inscribed above doorways in
Palmyra dating to the sixth century, perhaps earlier.**

A variety of scribal conventions were used to represent the
Tetragrammaton in Qumran. These include placing a dicolon before the
Tetragrammaton, writing the Name in paleo-Hebrew letters,*? or replacing
it with four dots (tetra puncta) arranged either in a row at the same height
as the letter tops ™« """ 43 or in two clusters =% This last practice

37  Jacob Z. Lauterbach, “Substitutes for the Tetragrammaton”, Proceedings of the
American Academy for Jewish Research, 2 (1930-1931), p. 40 note 3. Online:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3622131

38  See Tov, Scribal Practices, pp. 218-221.

39  Sharvit, “Writing and Pronouncing Divine Names”, p. 600. Although, as noted
below, many of the earliest copies include the Tetragrammaton itself in paleo-
Hebrew script or the equivalent Greek letters.

40 Sharvit, “Writing and Pronouncing Divine Names”, p. 602. In the Genizah
fragments of Ben Sira these have been changed to two or three yods, as is the
common practice in medieval manuscripts.

41 Andrade, “The Jewish Tetragrammaton”, p. 208.

42 This has been found in Early Greek translations of scripture as well. According to
Tov, this served to alert the reader and possibly to ensure that the Name would not
be erased since the paleo-Hebrew letters were considered especially sacred. See
Tov, Scribal Practices, p. 245. Spiegel argues the opposite. He believes the paleo-
Hebrew script was not considered holy (as stated in the m. Yadayim, 4:5) and was
therefore used to ensure that the scrolls themselves would not be considered
sacred. See Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, p. 625.

43 Images taken from https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive (using
Tov Table 19 Scribal Practices, p. 206). 4Q462 platel frag.1, B-358874. Online:
https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive/image/B-358874.

44  4Q176 plate 284 fragment 2 Plate 285, Fragment 2, B-360381. Online:
https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive/image/B-360381
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dates to Hasmonean times.*® A similar symbol has been found in a rare
early liturgical text published by Felix Klein-Franke as “A Hebrew
Lamentation from Roman Egypt”, which seems to contain a version of the
Modim prayer for fast days.*®

The medieval texts’ use of multiple yods in place of the written
Tetragrammaton is well documented. Based on manuscript evidence
together with various midrashim and commentators, Spiegel writes that a
configuration of three yods in a row or in a triangular shape was the
preferred and predominant replacement for the written Name in medieval
manuscripts.*’” Various commentators offer different theological reasons
or scriptural supports for this practice, but it is likely that the various
configurations of yods were chosen because they were unpronounceable,
guaranteeing that no one would accidentally say the forbidden Name in the
midst of studies or prayers.*® Based on the Kaufman, Parma and Loew
manuscripts of the Mishnah, Spiegel explains that the three yods were used
when quoting God’s name in scripture and the word hashem - aw: (“the
Name”) was written when the Sages had need to refer to God by name.
This distinction was lost over time and the word Hashem prevailed both in
discourse and when quoting scripture because it was permissible to read
and to erase. Later, close to the advent of the printing press, hashem began
to be abbreviated to the letter hey - 17 found in the later manuscripts and in
some of the early printed editions.*®

After surveying medieval manuscripts, Lauterbach records 83
variations of written representations of the Tetragrammaton, all
combinations of the letters yod, vav and graphic signs (dots, dashes etc.).%°

45 Emanuel Tov, Scribal Practices, pp. 218-220.

46 Felix Klein-Franke, “A Hebrew Lamentation from Roman Egypt”, ZPE 51 (1983),
pp. 80 — 84. Hillel Newman is preparing a revised edition of this important text.

47 Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, p. 614. There are, however, Genizah
fragments with the Tetragrammaton.

48 Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 614-627.

49 Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp.630-632.

50 Sharvit, “Writing and Pronouncing Divine Names”, pp. 47-58. Sharvit lists the
appearances of different variations of God’s name in Ma’agarim. However, these
results do not represent graphic symbols that are transcribed as letters in
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Among these, he notes several combinations of yods and dots ™*"? % ¥,
found in a variety of medieval manuscripts, including Genizah
manuscripts. Beit-Arié agrees with this observation and adds that the
precise renderings of the Tetragrammaton often reflected individual
preferences and varied from scribe to scribe.>*

Magical Texts
Four dots in place of the Tetragrammaton, similar to the symbol used in
Qumran, have been found in magical sources, including a silver amulet
written in Greek and Aramaic that was discovered in Tel Amarna in Egypt
and dated to between the fourth-sixth centuries % 32L24,52 and on
Babylonian incantation bowls.>® Another important and relevant format
found in magic texts is the writing of four yods in a row: $¢44 >

Four yods arranged in a square rather than a straight line have been
documented in an Aramaic incantation bowl! from Babylonia (MS 2053/19
line 8) dated to the seventh century,> on which the Divine Name appears

Ma’agarim. This is seen clearly in the case of TLGR where Ma’agarim writes two
yods in place of the four dots and 'x:1 in place of the X.

51 Beit-Arié, Codicology, pp. 546-548.

52 In line 22 of the spell. See Roy Kotansky & Shaul Shaked, “A Greek-Aramaic
Silver Amulet from Egypt in the Ashmolean Museum,” Le Muséon 105 (1992), p.
6, 18. More common are slated lines //// also found in this amulet and common in
magical sources.

53 Many thanks to Gideon Bohak, James Nathan Ford and Rivka Elizur Leiman for
the advice and examples they sent us.

54  Amulet 1, in: Joseph Naveh, Shaul Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls: Aramaic
Incantations of Late Antiquity, Jerusalem 1985, p. 43. There is no information
about the provenance of this amulet, but it has been dated between the fourth and
seventh centuries. See Hanan Eshel and Rivka Leiman, “Jewish Amulets Written
on Metal Scrolls,” Journal of Ancient Judaism 1 (2010), pp. 189-199. Naveh and
Shaked also assume the use of this form in their completions to amulets 11 and 13
(p. 94 and 98).

55 The bowl is due to be published by Moshe Morgenstern. For the dating, see: Shaul
Shaked, James Nathan Ford, Siam Bhayro, Aramaic Bowl Spells: Jewish
Babylonian Aramaic Bowls, Leiden 2013, p.1, note 2.
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as part of the magical name y» °n °n owww.®® This configuration is
remarkably similar to the symbol in TLGR except for the fact that it is
composed of letters rather than symbols. Another similar mark is found in
a magical recipe from the Genizah that seemingly renders God’s name as
a square of two dots and two dashes or possibly yods. The same form
appears in biblical quotations and as part of the expression fwy1 » awa
moxy BEE 57 While this is thought to be a medieval manuscript, Naveh
and Shaked note that the magic of the Genizah followed the Palestinian
tradition and is often useful for understanding and reconstructing earlier
Palestinian amulet practices and conventions.>®

In another magical text from the Genizah, T-S K1.56,>° a magical
prescription quotes Hab. 3.18-19, using first a triplet of yods and later, a
triplet of dots.%°

This may be evidence of a process by which combinations of letters used
to replace the Divine Name are gradually replaced by combinations of
more abstract forms or vice versa.

One can surmise a relationship between the four dots used during the
Second Temple period found in Qumran and in magical amulets, and those

56 On the magical name see Matthew Morgenstern and James Nathan Ford, “On
Some Readings and Interpretations in the Aramaic Incantation Bowls and Related
Texts,” Bulleting of SOAS 80 (2017), pp. 203-206.

57 CUL: T-S K1.73. Naveh and Shaked, Amulet and Magic Bowls, pp. 230-236, plate 37.

58 Naveh and Shaked, Amulet and Magic Bowls, pp. 29-30.

59 Magische Texte aus der Kairoer Genizah, Band I, p. 29 — 45 Another magical use
of three yods which assimilates three dots is found in CUL: T-S K1.108: i, l, [ |
. Other writings of the Tetragrammaton in these fragments use the biblical spelling
with a line above 8,

60  The first triplet replaces the Tetragrammaton, and the second replaces *17x. It is
obvious that the scribe followed the Masoretic vocalization here as the written
»178 77-%7° should be vocalized *17x 279K .
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on incantation bowls with the later groupings of yods.®® A possible
indication of this relationship is found in one of the earliest known Hebrew
manuscripts, the Munich Palimpsest. This palimpsest consists of two
leaves of a Latin manuscript of Orosius’s Historia Adversus Paganos
written on top of an earlier Hebrew scroll containing Yom Kippur prayers.
The Latin manuscript is dated to the early eighth century so the original
Hebrew scroll cannot be later than late-seventh century. Based on his
paleographic analysis, Beit-Arié suggests that it was written even earlier,
in the vicinity of the fourth-fifth centuries.®? In the Munich Palimpsest, the
Tetragrammaton is written as four yods in a row under four dots #+:% %% The
combination of yods and dots found in this early manuscript indicates a
possible link between the two conventions.* Perhaps shortened or
purposely misspelled versions of the Name evidentially gave way to more
abstract graphic forms that were transcribed as letters by later scribes. It is
possible that the realm of magic practice, in which the use of abstract forms
is common, was indeed the ‘workshop’ for such processes. Although, as
discussed below, a similar phenomenon is also documented with regard to
the use of the X-form in magic texts, we have no conclusive evidence to
support a claim that the use of such practices in the literary fragments
discussed above was indeed influenced by magical scribal practices. It is
evident however, that there were two distinct types of substitutions for the
written Name since early times: abstract graphic symbols or
abbreviations/substitution of letters.

To summarize, there is both epigraphic and manuscript evidence of
various substitutes for the Tetragrammaton, starting from the Second
Temple period. In Qumran, there are examples of the Name being

61 As suggested by Abraham Meir Habermann, The Scrolls of the Judean Desert, Tel
Aviv 1959, pp. 31-32 (Hebrew).

62 Malachi Beit-Arié, “The Munich Palimpsest: A Hebrew Scroll Written before the
8th Cent. CE”, Kirjath Sepher 43 (1968), p. 420 (Hebrew). See also: Joseph
Yahalom, “The Munich Palimpsest and the Ancient Qedushta”, Tarbiz 38 (1969),
p. 377 (Hebrew). Online: http://www.jstor.org/stable/23592934

63 The images of the Munich Palimpsest are taken from the website of Bavarian State
Library: Orosius, Paulus: Historia adversus paganos (Palimpsest) - BSB Clm
29416 (http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/0002/bsb00028970/images/).

64 Sharvit, “Writing and Pronouncing Divine Names”, p. 609.
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represented by a row of dots. Similar symbols have also been found in a
silver amulet from Tel Amara and on Babylonian incantation bowls. The
Munich Palimpsest, a fifth century Modim prayer, and amulets depict the
Tetragrammaton as a row of four yods. Of particular interest is the
incantation bowl featuring the Tetragrammaton as four yods arranged in
square-like configuration, similar to that of the dots in TLGR. Such an
arrangement may be an interim stage on the way to the square of four dots,
representing a transition from a letter-based symbol to an abstract form.
Various combinations of yods and dots together with other graphic marks,
some arranged in square-like formations, are common in medieval
manuscripts and discussed by early commentators. Nevertheless, the
symbol found in TLGR is different from the known dot formations in that
the dots are arranged in a square rather than a straight line. It also differs
from the yod formations in that it is exclusively graphic, comprised solely
of dots, with no hint of the letter yod.

X = mPoR
In addition to the various substitutions of the written Tetragrammaton,
different symbols were used to replace written forms of other Divine
names and titles (such as Adonai, Elohim or any of their derivatives).%® The
Divine Name Elohim was often replaced with a variety of ligatures, most
of which seemed based on the letter aleph or part of it, at times combined
with a whole or partial lamed or other letters.® However, in a survey of
the different ways Elohim is written in the early manuscripts, Yeivin writes
that one of the rarest and earliest representations of Elohim is an X-like
symbol, similar to that found in TLGR.%’

Some scholars suggest that the X-symbol found in the early
manuscripts described below may be related to the graffiti-like X-marks
etched on Jewish ossuaries from Jerusalem and Rome dating from the first

65 Based on Deuteronomy 12:3-4. See y. Megillah 1:9 and b. Shevu'ot 35a.

66 Israel Yeivin, “On the Writing of the 'E-lohim' in Early Hebrew manuscripts,” Alei
Sefer: Studies in Bibliography and in the History of the Printed and the Digital
Hebrew Book, vol. no 11 (11984), pp. 37-55 (Hebrew).

Online: http://www.jstor.org/stable/24152672
67 Yeivin, “On the Writing of the E-lohim”, p. 40, 54.
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century B.C.E. to the second century C.E., (see fig. 1). These marks are
presumed to have served as indication that the deceased was a Jew.%

Figure 1: Epigraphic Evidence of X-Symbol®

Ormann postulates that these X-like marks are actually the paleo-Hebrew
letter taw n and that it was used as a mark of the sacred. He refers to the
rabbinical discussion regarding the mark (1n) placed on the foreheads of

68 Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 612-614. Gustav Jacob Ormann, “The X-
symbol in the Munich Palimpsest”, Kirjath Sepher, 43 (1968), p. 583 (Hebrew).

69 The image in the left top corner is plate 33 (image 422) in Pau Figueras, Decorated
Jewish Ossuaries, Leiden 1983, pp. 22-23. See also plates 32 (image 179) and 35
(image 566). The other three images plates 3-5 in Erich Dinkler, Signum Crusis,
Tiubingen 1967.
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the righteous in Ez. 9:4. In a discussion in b. Shabbat 55a, the rabbis all
agree that the 'n in Ezekiel is the letter taw - n but offer different opinions
as to its significance. Ormann points to the opinion of Reish Lakish, who
says the letter taw - n was chosen because it is the last letter in God’s stamp
(nnR), thus connecting the mark directly to God. Another example of the
connection between X and the sacred can be found in the Talmud’s account
that the anointing oil was spread on the priests' forehead in the shane of
the Greek letter chi - y which is identical to the paleo-Hebrew letter n /.7
Based on these sources, Ormann (and following his lead Spiegel) suggests
that in some circles, the paleo-Hebrew n was seen as a symbol signifying
the sacred, which led to the written X-like mark designating Elohim found
in later manuscripts.’® In our opinion, these epigraphic uses of the X form
represent a distinct phenomenon and any attempt to associate it with the X
used to designate n>x found in the manuscripts described here, is
speculative at best.

X-like symbols have also been found in magical materials, but it is
uncertain whether they actually represent God’s name or are a purely
magical figure. One such example is a silver amulet found in a tomb near
Aleppo, first documented by Schwab in 1922.

70 See b. Kerithot 5b: n>11° >3 2 7w "X ,°0 123 0°373377 DRI 71 PRd 2°2970 DR PN
- “One anoints the kings similar to a crown, and one anoints the Priests similar to
chi”. XX See Menahem Mendel Kasher, Torah Shelemah, 23. Jerusalem 1992,
pp.194-197. Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 612-613.

71 Ormann,”The X-Symbol in the Munich Palimpsest”, pp. 583-584. He recalls the
Qumran practices of writing the Tetragrammaton in paleo-Hebrew as evidence
that this alphabet was used to represent the Divine names.
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Figure 2: Silver Amulet from Aleppo (Schwab 1922)7

Different types of X-like figures are found in this amulet, at times
appearing together with other signs and at times in context of God. In row
8, (172 mnr o8 Xon x°(m)w* X- God ...living I am and king), a cross-
like symbol appears in the middle of a line referring to God “:1"::"® Schwab
identified this symbol as a Christian sign but it has since been regarded as
a symbol that may have preceded Christianity and that was used outside of
its circles.”™ Inrow 12 (22191 2117 791 295 awXn - “<may> the name of
God be for eternity; South, east”), the figure is similar to some of those
found in the manuscripts described below, and apparently refers to God
S22 However, inrow 22 a s 5|m|Iar X-mark is part of a series

of seemmgly maglcal symbols [ R
An X-sign somewhat different from those discussed here is found in
row 6 of another silver amulet, written in Greek and Aramaic and which
was found in Tel el Amarna, Egypt ‘%:. The writing in this amulet is dated
to the fifth century. This symbol is known from Jewish and non-Jewish
magical texts and its presence in this amulet is one of its earliest

72 Joseph Naveh, Shaul Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls: Aramaic Incantations of
Late Antiquity, Jerusalem 1985, p. 59. Illustrations by the late Ada Yardeni.

73 Naveh and Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, pp. 54-60.

74 Naveh and Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, p. 22.

75 Naveh and Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, pp. 56-57. Figure taken from p. 59.
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attestations. The X appears as part of a series of symbols and is transcribed
as a magical sign.”
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Figure 3: Silver Amulet from Tel el-Amarna”™

Some magical texts from the Genizah contain X-marks, but most of these
seem to be magical symbols as opposed to a representation of God’s
names.’”® The majority of X-marks in magical fragments include small
circles at the edges, as in the amulet from Tel el-Amarna shown above, and
are clearly part of a set of similar symbols, are outside the scope of this
discussion.” We may however note one rare symbol in CUL: T-S NS
322.10 B The symbol clearly resembles the X-symbol in our
midrashic texts and in other literary fragments surveyed below, however it
is unclear whether this serves as a substitute for God’s name or for an
angelic name. It is followed by magical signs and other substitutions and
forms commonly used to mark the Divine Name (for example ##%##) The
fragment is nonetheless part of a collection of prescriptions, and its layout

76 Kotansky & Shaked, “A Greek-Aramaic Silver Amulet”, p. 6, 8.

77 See Kotansky & Shaked, “A Greek- Aramalc Silver Amulet”, p. 6.

78 See for example CUL: T-S K1.23 &£ % or CUL: T-S K1.127 FEUA%aT

79 For more on this symbol, see Richard Gorden, “The Charaktéres between
Antiquity and Renaissance, Transmission and Re-invention,” in Véronique Dasen,
Jean-Michel Spieser (eds), Les savoirs magiques et leur transmission de
I'Antiquité a la Renaissance Florenz, 2014, pp. 253-300.
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suggests that it was included in a practical notebook. This would offer a
reasonable explanation as to the inclusion of different scribal practices that
reflect the different uses in its varied source materials.? If the triplet of X's
is intended as a representation of a Divine name, it is quite possible that
this fragment records an important moment in which two different degrees
of abstractions of the written Name are preserved simultaneously. One is
a variation of the actual letters, and the other, an entirely abstract form.

Manuscript Evidence of X

The X-symbol has been found to date in a handful of manuscripts, most of
them Genizah fragments (see Table 1). In most instances, the X is
combined with appropriate suffixes indicating the plural, second person,
plural construct state or possessive forms (7/>/o°). It often appears with a
dot or dash above it. These shared features strengthen the hypothesis that
the different manuscripts all belong to the same milieu.

Table 1: X =a2%75

Manuscript Symbol
Dura Europos Ms. ~
Munich Palimpsest iy
Pesach Piyyut =51
Bodl. Heb. d. 41/11-15 '
Yom Kippur Piyyut h
T-S NS 249.2

80 For the notion of practical notebooks in medical materials from the Genizah, see
Efraim Lev, “Mediators between Theoretical and Practical Medieval Knowledge:
Medical Notebooks from the Cairo Genizah and their Significance,” Medical
History 57 (2013), pp. 487-515.
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T-S Misc. 36.127

Manuscript Symbol
TLGR v
Midrash . = &J

Midrash
T-S 20.158

Buber Tanhuma
0r.1080.15.79(1v)

T-S C1.120-123

Early Mahzor
Pesach: Halper 210
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The earliest example of this symbol found in a manuscript is a remnant of
a Birkat Hamazon (Grace after Meals) piyyut written on a parchment
discovered in the Dura Europos synagogue, a building destroyed in 256-
257.8! Lieberman identified this as an aleph representing nnx, claiming
that God’s name was missing from the blessing, but later scholars,

81  This is one of the oldest pieces of Hebrew writing after the Qumran scrolls, a
period from which very few pieces of Hebrew writing survived. See Malachi Beit-
Arié, “The Munich Palimpsest”, p. 415. For a detailed description of the fragment,
see Steven Fine, “Liturgy and the Art of the Dura Europos Synagogue™ in Liturgy
in the Life of the Synagogue: Studies in the History of Jewish Prayer, (eds. Ruth
Langer and Steven Fine; Winona Lake 2005), pp. 48-52. Fine concurs with Beit-
Arié’s analysis of the X-symbol. Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 612-613.
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including Beit-Arie”, Yeivin and Fine, argue convincingly that it signifies
the Divine Name, Elohim. Spiegel identifies the X in the Dura Europos
fragment as signifying the Divine Name Adonai, itself a replacement for
the Tetragrammaton and concludes accordingly that the X-sign preceded
the more familiar yods as a representation of God’s name.®? However, in
all the other manuscripts described below, the X undoubtedly represents
Elohim and not Adonai.

Figure 4: Birkat Hamazon Piyyut from Dura Europos Synagogue

The next text witness in which God’s name is represented by X-symbols
is the Munich Palimpsest mentioned above,® where it replaces :7>x in the
name Elohim and its derivatives. The sign is prevalent throughout this
palimpsest but there are also several instances where the name EIl or mbox
appears with a broken aleph-lamed Iigaturem'*, including_one instance
where a derivative of the name Elohim is then written in full 777 X 84 The
broken aleph-lamed ligature is fairly common as opposed to the X-symbol
which, besides these two very early examples, has been documented to
date in only a handful of Genizah fragments described below.

82 Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 613-614.

83 State University of Munich - BSB Cim. 29416.

84  This combination is found in manuscripts of piyyutim with Palestinian
vocalizations. In later manuscripts, the two letters were sometimes combined. See
Yeivin, “On the Writing of the E-lohim”, pp. 37-38.
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* Pesach Piyyutim (Oxford Bodl. Heb. D 41/11-15)8°

This manuscript is thought to be relatively early, as is indicated by the
Palestinian vocalizations printed above the letters. This method of
vocalization discovered in the Genizah was used predominantly (although
not exclusively) in piyyutim between the ninth and twelfth centuries.®®
There are several variations of the system, which became more complex
over time. The system used in this manuscript contains only six vowels as
opposed to later manuscripts, which have seven. According to Yahalom,
this indicates that these piyyut manuscripts are “very early”.8’

The X-symbol appears several times throughout the piyyut but this
manuscript also contains other depictions of God’s name including p, an
abbreviation of w7p, and an aleph-lamed ligature . Yeivin points out
that the X-symbol in the piyyut is slightly different from that found in the
Munich Palimpsest, in that its upper right arm has a tip, making it look
more aleph-like @ It is, however, distinct from the usual aleph
appearing in the manuscript ®. Careful reading reveals that the X-symbol
in the Pesach piyyut manuscript appears almost exclusively when the
Divine Name is part of a biblical quote.®®

85 This manuscript was first published by Israel Davidson, Schechter Studies, vol. 3,
New York 1927, pp. 1-34 (Hebrew). He attributed the piyyutim to Yannai and
Samuel. It was also published twice by Joseph Yahalom: first in A Collection of
Genizah Fragments of Piyyute Yannai, Jerusalem 1978, pp. 169-178, and later in
Palestinian Vocalised Piyyut manuscripts in the Cambridge Genizah Collections,
Cambridge 1999. In the later book, Yahalom attributes the piyyut to Hadutahu who
was “probably earlier than the Qalir”.

86  Joseph Yahalom, “The Palestinian Vocalization — Its Investigation and
Achievements, Instead of a Summary”, Lesonénu: A Journal for the Study of the
Hebrew Language and Cognate Subjects, 52 (1988), p. 121 (Hebrew). Online:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24347409?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents.

87 Yahalom, “The Munich Palimpsest”; Yahalom, Piyyute Yannai, p. Il.; Yahalom,
Palestinian Vocalised Piyyut, p. 8.

88 In fol. 15A (YYahalom, Piyyute Yannai, p. 169) line 8 the X is used in a quote from
Judges 9:13; in fol. 15B (Yahalom, Piyyute Yannai, p. 170) line 13, it is in a quote
from Isaiah 29:9; in fol. 13A (Yahalom, Piyyute Yannai, p. 175) line 9 in a quote
from the prayers and based on Isaiah 44:6; in fol. 14B (Yahalom, Piyyute Yannai,
p. 178) line 14 in a quote from Ps. 136:2 (Hallel Hagadol). One exception is in
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* Piyyut for Yom Kippur - CUL: T -S NS 249.2
The X figure denoting Elohim is also found in a Yom Kippur piyyut from
the Genizah, the script of which is described by Revell as “Syrian type of
the ninth century”.8® This manuscript also has Palestinian vocalizations but
uses a more complex seven-vowel system indicating that it was written
later than the previously described Pesach Piyyutim manuscript.®® The
symbol here is decidedly more aleph-like L yet still differs significantly
from the letter aleph found throughout this manuscript ®. The thickened
right head and dot above the mark are found in several other cases,
indicating that these symbols are all related to the same convention.
X-symbols or similar signs have also been found in several Genizah
manuscripts of midrashic texts identified as early Tanhuma-Yelamdenu
variants. These include the following:

* TLGR
The X-symbol is consistently used throughout TLGR to represent the
name Elohim, appearing both alone and together with appropriate suffixes.
It clearly resembles an X more than an &. There are only a few instances
where the tag on the upper right arm is clear and some instances where
there is a hint of it, but these could be due to the scribe’s pen resting on
that point. This could possibly explain the origin of the tag, which later
became more pronounced and deliberate, as the X became associated with .
Of all the manuscripts described here in which the X-like mark has
been found preserved, TLGR stands out as one of the most consistent. In
it, the symbol is used almost exclusively, both when quoting scripture and
in exposition, with very few instances of other names or symbols. It is
possible that the X-symbol refers in one case to deities other than God, a

fol. 12A (Yahalom, Piyyute Yannai, p. 173) where the symbol appears with others
in the line that reads Tin gk S Saaiain ank 329597 Only the first *nox uses the
X-symbol. The others are represented by a combined >x. While this is not a
scriptural quote, it concludes the piyyut. It is possible that the scribe used the X-
symbol for biblical quotes of Elohim to differentiate between the Holy Name of
God and “their gods”. In TLGR, the symbol is used indiscriminately, both when
quoting scripture and in exposition as detailed below.

89 Ernest. J. Revell, Hebrew Texts with Palestinian Vocalization, Toronto 1970, p. 37.

90 Yahalom, Palestinian Vocalised Piyyut, p. 49, plate 7.
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possible indication that the TLGR manuscript was written in a period when
earlier distinctions were being forgotten or by a scribe who was unfamiliar
with them and who was simply reproducing his source manuscript, while
perhaps tending to “overcorrect” in the interest of consistency.

While the graphic symbols described above are used overwhelmingly

throughout TLGR, there are six exceptions in which other Divine names
and symbols are employed. These other symbols all appear as part of the
narrator’s voice and five out of the six are found in the same fragment,
JTS: ENA 691.18. These include:

91

92

1. A broken aleph-lamed ligature % representing the word EI when

quoting Ps.36:7 “ in the homily on Lev.22:27. It is possible that
this short form was used because the word was perceived as an
adjective and not a Divine name.®* The aleph-lamed ligature is
also used for the endings of the word Sxw» ¥ . This shortened
form is used only in the word Israel and not in other aleph-lamed
sequences such as Elisheba (in the homily on Lev. 16:1) or
Samuel (in the homily on Lev. 19:1).

. P ¥ appears five times in TLGR: once in the homily on Lev.

17:1, three times in the homily on Lev. 22:27 and once in the
homily on Lev.23:1. These last two homilies are found on the
same page (JTS: ENA 691.18). Ginzberg argued that p
represented the name Elohim based on CUL: T-S Misc.36.198 1v,
where in line 6, '®5w (= o>nx>w) is crossed out and P is written
in its place M8 %2 It is more likely however that this abbreviation
was a shortened form of HaQodesh (w7p7), and indicates the
transition from the earlier replacements of the Divine Name to the
later ones.

Yeivin notes that there is a certain ambiguity as to whether the El in Ps. 36:7 refers
to God as in ®X 3770 P78 or , as Rashi interprets, is intended as an adjective ad
loc. nw> apn. Ibn Ezra interprets similarly. Yeivin, “On the Writing of the
E-lohim”, p. 46. JPS translates the word as “high”. As noted above, the combined
ligature is found in other manuscripts in which the X-symbol is used, including in
the piyyutim with Palestinian vocalizations and the Munich Palimpsest. See
Yeivin, “On the Writing of the E-lohim”, pp. 40-44.

Ginzberg, Schechter Studies, p. 51.
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3. The title &7 7°72 '»77 appears only once in TLGR, in the homily
on Lev. 22:27. This is the Aramaic forerunner of the common
Hebrew x11 7172 wyipn/wipn. It is noteworthy that TLGR, which
largely follows the Tanhuma tradition of translating Aramaic into
Hebrew, preserves the earlier Aramaic rendering of the title and
not its later Hebrew version.%

4. Additionally, the Divine names op»it and 1121 also appear once
each in TLGR and are specifically relevant to the contexts in
which they are found.%

The fact that these other symbols are found almost exclusively on the same
TLGR page (ENA 691.18), may imply that the scribe (or previous
compiler whose work is copied in the fragments) preserved the varied
practices used in different homilies which were part of his source material,
whether such homilies were independent, or part, of wider works he
utilized.

e CUL: T-S Misc. 36.127

This manuscript contains a proem on Gen 21:11. Ginzberg and Mann both
agree that this text is related to CUL: T-S Misc. 36.198 + CUL: T-S C1.71,
which we dubbed the “Midrash of Halakhic Proems”. “The Midrash of
Halakhic Proems” includes Yelamdenu proems for more than two dozen
Sedarim from Genesis to Exodus and is a remarkable testimony to the
extent of the Tanhuma-Yelamdenu materials we have lost, since only a
quarter of the proems are known in extant compilations.*> Mann identified
CUL: T-S Misc. 36.127 as an alternate version of “The Midrash of
Halakhic Proems”,% while Ginzberg classified it as a later rendition.®” A
detailed analysis of “The Midrash of Halakhic Proems” language led

93 Urbach, Sages, pp. 64-65.

94 opnn in the homily on Lev. 17:1 (CUL: Or.1081 2.51, 2v, left side, lines 11-12)
and °1121 in the homily on Lev. 19:23 (CUL: Or.1081 2.51, 2v, right side, line 5).

95 The fragments of the “Midrash of Halakhic Proems” itself do not include the X-
symbol.

96 Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 68.

97 Louis Ginzberg, Shechter Studies, vol 1, New York 1927, p. 51.

http://www.ogimta.org.il/oqimta/2021/sacher-lavee?.pdf



Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee 162

Wormser to conclude that it preserves an earlier text, possibly belonging
to Bregman’s early Tanhuma stratum.®®
As noted by Ginzberg, God’s name is depicted in several different
ways throughout this manuscript. At times, the X-symbol appears on its
own or with the suffix o>-#8 representing Elohim in both Biblical quotes
and midrashic discourse.*® In some instances, it is rendered as a simple X
B, while in others, tags appear on the upper arms 1% The X also appears
combined with the letter gof — Xp [,
~ Although the X-symbol is distinct from the aleph in this manuscript
. even when combined with the p, Ginzberg read the Xp as xp, admitting
that he was unaware of the source of this combination. In Ginzberg’s
opinion, the variations and inconsistencies of the symbols representing the
Divine name Elohim?% in this manuscript are due to a “sloppy” scribe, an
inferior original, or to the use of different written sources.*®? Also reading
Xp, Bregman raises the possibility that it is a form of 7apn.1%3
It is however possible that the different symbols reflect the distinct
statuses or the authoritative hierarchy of different components used in the
Midrash, while at the same time preserving different conventions used in
distinct sources from which our text is drawn and that now form the
different parts of the homily. A certain correlation can be discerned
between the use of graphic symbols and the authority of sources in that
only the X (and never the xp) is used in quotes from scripture. This

98 Yehonatan Wormser, “On Some Features of the Language of Tanhuma-
Yelammedenu”, Lésonénu: A Journal for the Study of the Hebrew Language and
Cognate Subjects, 75 (2013), p. 193, note 19 (Hebrew). Online:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24328425; Yehonatan Wormser, “The Language of
the Tanhuma-Yelemdemu.” Master's Thesis, University of Haifa, 2011, p. 4 note
33 (Hebrew).

99 For example, CUL: T-S Misc. 36.127, p. 1 recto, line 16 of the X appears in place
of Elohim in Genesis 1:17. In line 18 it is used instead of Elohim in Genesis 22:1.

100 In lines 18r, 3v, 5v, 7v and 22v of CUL: T-S Misc. 36.127 the X-symbols do not
have tags and in line 10v the X-symbol has distinct tags.

101 Ginzberg identifies the p itself as a replacement of Elohim based on the Midrash
of Proems manuscript (CUL: T-S Misc.36.198 1v). See above p. 26.

102  Ginzberg, Schechter Studies, p. 51.

103  Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 68.
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resembles the evidence from the Pesach piyyut described above, where the
X was used exclusively in quotes of scripture.

As to the possibility of reflecting different sources, it is pertinent to
note that X without  appears in only one specific exposition — that which
interrupts the homiletic retelling of Isaac’s birth and his rivalry with
Ishmael: The first part of the homily tells of Sarah miraculously nursing
many babies to prove her maternity. It is followed by a proem which opens
with the introduction 129 1171%° in line 19 on p. 1verso and that discusses
God’s skill as a craftsman. The story of Isaac’s birth and youth resumes in
a new proem, which begins with xX"7 in p. 1recto line 24. The stories about
Isaac use the Xp symbol both before and after the intervening proem in
which on9x is represented by the X. In the framing proems that discuss
Isaac’s childhood, the X is used only when quoting scripture, while in the
intervening proem which discusses God's skill as a craftsman, the X also
appears in the course of exposition. Seen in this context, it is conceivable
that the diversity of symbols indicates a variety of different sources that
were combined to compose this homily, each section retaining the graphic
symbol used in the source from which it was drawn.

This manuscript also includes examples of God's name represented by
a plain gof - p and by 727p (probably an abbreviation of X7 7172 w1p),
found in the torn corner of the other half of the bifolium. This page may
have belonged to a different homily or exposition but is written in the same
hand and includes '»11 as well.

http://www.ogimta.org.il/oqimta/2021/sacher-lavee?.pdf



Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee 164

e CUL: T-S20.158

This is a palimpsest containing part of an unknown midrash featuring
unique content and structure. It is composed of a curious combination of
several series of midrashic examples followed by lists of verses.1%

The X-symbol in this manuscript represents Elohim in quotes from
scripture. It has a tag on the right upper side M, but is distinctively more
X-like than the aleph in the same manuscript M. A combined aleph-lamed
ligature is also used in the manuscript to depict 2 in a quote from Job 35:5
P2y,

In addition to the examples above, in which the mark clearly
resembles an X and is distinct from the aleph in each of the given
manuscripts, there are several other manuscripts in which a mark that
appears to be half-way between an X and an aleph is employed to
designate Elohim. In these manuscripts, the mark resembles either a whole
or broken aleph yet, in each case, is definitively different from the
manuscript's usual aleph and seems to reflect or echo the X.

e CUL: Or.1080.15 79(1v)

Bregman identifies the text in this manuscript as a possible earlier version
of the Buber Tanhuma and notes the unusual use of Elohim alongside
m2pn.1% Furthermore, the name Elohim is written in several different ways.
It is indicated by a symbol that seems to be halfway between an X and an
aleph, which on occasion appears as part of the expositions %, In one
instance, Elohim is depicted using a broken aleph B,

104  The lists of midrashic examples describe various groups of biblical figures who
share various common attributes such as: people awaiting (salvation); righteous
people born from the wicked and vice versa; kings who first had merit but later
sinned, and so on. Lists of verses probably concluded each unit though the
fragment's poor condition makes it impossible to be sure. Taken all together, these
elements may represent a rabbinic narrative. See: Moshe Lavee and Shana
Strauch-Schick, “The Egyptian Midwives: Recovering a Lost Midrashic Text and
Exploring Why It May Have Been Forgotten”, The Torah.com, note 5.
http://thetorah.com/the-egyptian-midwives/.

105 Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 43. He mistakenly writes that the word is
o°orn= o°Ni instead of o°X.
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e CUL: T-S C1.20-23

This manuscript is labeled as Genesis Rabbah but the extant text deals with
the sedarim from the end of Genesis which are known to be of Tanhuma
provenance. When the text found here is compared with the known
versions of the Tanhuma, it demonstrates all the differences typical of its
early renditions. Accordingly, it could have been part of the lost Tanhuma
recension from whose texts were transplanted at the end of Genesis
Rabbabh. In this manuscript, the top of the mark used to represent &, , 17 in
the word Elohim when quoting from scripture is similar to the aleph with
a more X-like left leg ¥, The more popular title 7apa is used when
referring to God in the course of the exposition.

* Halper 210

This fragment is part of a Pesach (Passover?) Mahzor, containing parts of
the Musaf prayer for the Festivals and the counting of the first day of the
Omer. The counting of the Omer is in Aramaic, preceded by Judeo-Arabic
instructions. It is worded differently to the other Aramaic versions we are
familiar with.1% The symbol used for Elohim in this manuscript is
reminiscent of the X in that it is distinctive from the usual aleph and
combines with various suffixes ™*¥%# but resembles an aleph with an X-
like left foot. We are unsure whether to interpret this as a variant of the X
or of the broken aleph. It may even be a link between the two. As seen in
the snippet, in this case, the Tetragrammaton is represented by a graphic
symbol that includes a more X-like figure combined with a yod — °,

106  The counting of the Omer is also in Aramaic in Siddur Rav Saadiah Gaon and
Siddur Rabbi Shlomo b. Nathan. This custom continued in Yemen, however the
wording in this fragment records X2 >n1 "0 R XMW R TR rather
than X2 xn 71 ®1exn found in the Siddur Saadiah and Siddur Shlomo b.
Nathan (BM.675 D3 S353). See Israel Davidson, Simha Assaf, Bernhard Issachar
Joel, Siddur R' Saadja Gaon; Kitab Gami As-salawat Wat-Tasabiah (Hebrew
Edition), Jerusalem, 1941, p. 29; Shmuel Haggai (Shmuel Kroizer), Siddur
Rabbenu Shlomo b. Nathan, Jerusalem 1995, p. 91. For a recent assessment on the
origins of the siddur in the areas between Aram Zova and northern Persia see Uri
Ehrlich, “The Text of the Amidah in the Siddur of R. Shlomo b. Natan and the
Question of the Provenance of the Siddur”, Kenishta 4 (2010), pp. 9-26.
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although it is possible that this form is accidental, and was intended to be
a double yod with an apostrophe. Given the Judeo-Arabic instructions, this
is probably the latest liturgical attestation of the custom, yet one that may
be traced to the tenth century.

Conclusions

(1) The Evidence

The predominance of the name Elohim and the graphic symbols used to
represent both this name and the Tetragrammaton are two of the more
curious and significant features of TLGR. The symbol representing the
Tetragrammaton is an enigma. No other identical examples have been
recorded. Although reminiscent of the tetra puncta used in Qumran and in
the magical sources described above, in that it is purely graphic without
any resemblance to letters, the dots' arrangement in TLGR is different than
in those sources. Most similar in TLGR is the symbol found in a magic
bowl with four yods arranged in a square configuration and the mark
written in a magical spell from the Genizah, which represents God’s name
in a square configuration of two dots and two dashes/yods.

(2) Dating

The fact that the symbols in TLGR are similar to those found in the magical
texts might point to an early dating for TLGR or its written sources. The
evidence from magical texts opens a window onto a scribal practice that
hails from the first millennium. The survey of literary manuscripts
presented above provides the scant textual evidence for the use of similar
practices in literary context (as opposed to magical use). These offer a
glimpse into early scribal practices which were not preserved in the fuller
literary manuscripts, the majority of which were written much later.

The use of dots for the Tetragrammaton in TLGR may also indicate
that the text was copied from early manuscripts, since the most similar
symbols hail from Qumran from the beginning of the millennium and
magical amulets that date between the fourth and seventh centuries, while
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in medieval manuscripts, the Tetragrammaton was most commonly
represented by some combination of yods as described by Lauterbach.%’

An Aramaic incantation bowl from around the 4™ to the 7" century
also represents the Tetragrammaton as a square configuration, but with
four yods rather than dots.’®® Combinations of dots and yods have been
found in several manuscripts including the Munich Palimpsest in which
the Tetragrammaton is written with four yods under four dots. This
together with the Modim parchment that includes four yods indicate the
early dating of this practice. These two rare and early liturgical attestations
may represent a transitional stage between dots and yods. The dots could
be either forerunners or simplifications of the more common yod
variations. We can imagine a progressive process in which later scribes
mistook the four dots of the earlier graphic symbol for yods. While these
suggestions are all plausible, they are nonetheless, primarily conjecture.

The Munich Palimpsest is of extreme importance since it employs a
similar practice to TLGR, both in terms of the X-symbol and in its use of
possessive determiners. As such, it provides a helpful chronological
reference, predating the practices documented in TLGR to before the tenth
century. Indeed, the X-symbol, while rare, is easier to place. It can be
traced in manuscripts from as early as the third century up until eleventh—
twelfth centuries manuscripts found in the Genizah.

(3) Geo-Cultural Provenance

Yeivin concludes that the X-mark was an early representation of Elohim
most commonly found in the piyyutim from the Cairo Genizah, however
his survey did not include examples of the midrashic manuscripts from the
Genizah. Taking these into account, it is possible to expand upon Yeivin’s
conclusion and assert that the X-symbol seems to have been extensively
used in both the piyyut and Tanhuma-Yelamdenu literature found in the

107 Lauterbach, “Substitutes for the Tetragrammaton”, p. 49-57. See also the
variations of God’s name found in the different text witnesses of Pesigta de Rav
Kahana. The closest to our symbol is perhaps that found in the Parma manuscript,
which records a triangle shape of two yods under a dot. See Pesikta de Rav Kahana.
(ed. Bernard Mandelbaum; New York 1962), p. 19 (Introduction).

108  See above n. 55.
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Genizah.1%° Both of these genres, as well as non-Genizah manuscripts with
the X-symbol, originated in the Land of Israel/Syria during the Byzantine
period and perhaps even earlier. It is therefore plausible that this sign was
common to that geo-cultural milieu. The possibility of X-like symbols
representing God’s name in amulets found in this area is consistent with
this suggestion.

The similarity between the square sign depicting the Tetragrammaton
in what we perceive as texts emanating from the Land of Israel and that
found in the aforementioned Babylonian incantation bowl, which is
undeniably Babylonian writing is not uncommon as various phrases,
expressions, vocabularies and orthography have been found to be common
to both amulets found in the vicinity of the Land of Israel and to
Babylonian incantation bowls.!°

(4) A Matter of Genre: The X-Symbol and “Practical” Texts?

The fact that the two examples most similar to the symbols found in TLGR
are found in magical texts may indicate a commonality of practices among
scribes copying rabbinic texts and magical practitioners. One possibility is
that the X-symbol emanated from or originated in writing practices among
magical circles. Another option is that scribes involved in the writing of
magical bowls and amulets were increasingly exposed to rabbinic
literature and to writing conventions. Noting the use of legal formulae
known to us from rabbinic legislation by scribes of magic bowls, some
scholars suggested that perhaps the same scribes engaged in both genres.
Manekin-Bamberger specifically refers to the plausibility of scribes’
involvement in both liturgy and magical writing.!!! If this was indeed the
case, one may propose that the majority of genres in which the X-symbol

109 Even T-S C1.20-23 which has been identified as Genesis Rabbah is most probably
transplanted Tanhuma materials as described above. This reflects the relationship
between these genres previously noted by scholars. See Bregman, Evolution of the
Versions, p. 182 and Yaron Zini, “The Lexicon and Phraseology of Hekhalot
Rabbati”, Ph.D diss., Hebrew University, 2012 (Hebrew).

110  Naveh and Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, p. 34.

111 Avigail Manekin-Bamberger, “Intersections between Law and Magic in Ancient
Jewish Texts”, Ph.D diss., Tel-Aviv University, 2018, pp. 45-52. She also refers
to the practice of substituting four yods for the Divine Name as evidence.
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was employed are of a practical nature, i.e., not texts aimed for scholastic
learning but rather, for practical use: liturgy and piyyutim in the synagogue,
as well as magical texts with clearly practical purposes. It is thus possible
that the use of the X-symbol in proto-canonical Tanhuma texts indicates
that they belonged to the realm of practical texts - texts which were aimed
at, or related to, worship. It is possible that the texts were derived from
actual sermons or records of them (this is not to say that they are verbatim
representations of sermons). Such a proposal would support the argument
in favor of distinguishing the literature of the synagogue from that of
the rabbinic academies.!*?> Manekin-Bamberger wisely comments that
“whether or not this is the case, it seems that, at the very least, the bowl
scribes had knowledge from outside their circle of magicians”.!*® The
similarities between the graphic symbols employed in the two genres
might be further evidence of an actual commonality of scribal practices.

Indeed, all the literary representations of the symbols found to date
are limited in terms of the genres in which they are preserved. They are
found only in piyyutim and in unique Tanhuma recensions which differ
from the later published editions or that precede the later canonization of
selected piyyutim into festival prayers. This proto-canonical nature of the
text in which the symbol is preserved can also be seen in the unique version
of the Omer counting. This implies the common use of the symbol in a
milieu that maintained or developed a branch of Tanhuma literature — a
milieu which was later lost and that would have remained unknown
without the discovery of the Genizah. Both the scribal conventions and the
texts in which they were embedded failed to endure and disappeared from
the known or accepted written records.

112 Much later evidence of a scribe who clearly distinguished between “scholarly
texts” and “practical texts” (which are aimed at worship contexts) is found in the
book lists of Rav Yosef Rosh Haseder. See Moshe Lavee, “Haggadic Midrash in
the Genizah, as Reflected in the Book Lists of Rav Yosef Rosh Haseder”, in:
Uncovering the Canon: Studies in Canonicity and Genizah, Robert Brody,
Menahem Ben-Sasson, Amiah Liblich and Donna Shalev (eds.), Jerusalem 2010
(Hebrew), p. 60 and n. 58.

113 Avigail Manekin-Bamberger, “Jewish Legal Formulae in Aramaic Incantation
Bowls”, Aramaic Studies 13, pp, 69-81. Citation taken from p. 81.
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(5 A Matter of Function

The evidence outlined above may lead to different conclusions than those
arrived at in previous scholarship. Yeivin sees the X as a forerunner of the
broken aleph. He suggests that later scribes mistakenly read the X-figure
as an aleph - & and wrote it as such. This, in turn, gave way to the variations
of broken or partial alephs and the aleph-lamed ligature common in the
Genizah documents and later medieval manuscripts. Although it was
originally intended to represent the Divine Name, Yeivin documents how,
over time, the combined aleph-lamed ligatures came to be used for the
word Elohim and its derivatives, even when they did not actually represent
God’s name, until it eventually became a convenient shorthand utilized
whenever the letters appeared together, even in other words. !4

This progression does not fit the findings described above. In almost
all the manuscripts in which the X-symbol appears, it is used together with
other, more common, symbols (aleph-lamed ligature, a broken or partial &
or »1').1%> None of the manuscripts described above consistently uses only
one type of symbol. Even in the Munich Palimpsest, the X is found
alongside the broken aleph-lamed and yods. In TLGR, the X for Elohim,
which Yeivin defines as very early, appears alongside the aleph-lamed
ligature used in a word other than God’s name, which Yeivin considers to
be a later development.

This suggests that all the symbols existed and were used
simultaneously from the time of the Munich Palimpsest (which both Beit-
Arie” and Yahalom date as significantly earlier than the seventh century),
calling the gradual process described by Yeivin into question.

These findings lead us to two possible conclusions:

First, it is possible that rather than representing different stages of
scribal practice, the different symbols also bear a certain semantic weight
and that they represented different contexts or usages of God’s name. “X”
might have been originally reserved for liturgical or scriptural quotes, as
opposed to references to God’s name in exegesis and exposition, where
other symbols such as the broken aleph or » were used.

114  Yeivin, “On the Writing of the E-lohim”, p. 54.
115 The only exception is the fragment from Dura Europos of which just a few partial
sentences are preserved.
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Similar correlations between specific symbols and distinct contexts
can be found in several Genizah fragments of the Tanhuma-Yelamdenu
(even when the X-symbol is not one of them). One such example is the
Midrash of Halakhic Proems (CUL: T-S Misc.36.198) discussed above,1®
in which a variety of different symbols are found but with an apparent logic
in their use. On two of the pages, a broken aleph-lamed is used in place of
Elohim in biblical quotes ® and a somewhat different-looking broken aleph
or X M is used in the exposmons On the other two pages, a broken aleph
B is used in verses and 'pr # or 7"2pn B8 is used in expositions (including
the correction mentioned above).ll7

In CUL: T-S C2.13 + CUL.: C.2.88, which was identified by Bregman
as an unknown recension of the Tanhuma on Exodus,'!® what appears to
be the upper half of an X I represents Elohim in a biblical verse while '35
" is used in exposition.

It is possible that these distinctions were eventually lost and that the
different symbols, including the X, began to be used indiscriminately until,
eventually, the X was replaced by the more familiar conventions.*'® The
process described by Yeivin might explain the later loss of this distinction
as the various 9x ligatures gained dominance. This would also explain the
hybrid symbol xp found in T-S Misc. 36.127 described above.

Second, the above survey shows that the X-symbol continued to be
used, at least sporadically, alongside other symbols in the Genizah
communities until it was gradually supplanted by the later scribal
convention in the tenth and eleventh centuries. The “hybrid” symbols

116  See Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 67. This manuscript consists solely of
halakhic proems and is considered an early recension of the Yelamdenu by
Ginzberg and as a Tanhuma-type midrash by Milikowsky on Friedberg Genazim
Site. Lavee dates it as belonging to Bregman’s early stratum of the Tanhuma-
Yelamdenu.

117  The pages are not consecutive and are written in seemingly different hands. The
different conventions may therefore reflect the personal preferences of different
scribes as described by Beit-Arié or the combinations of materials gleaned from
different sources.

118 Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 74.

119 Similar to the process suggested by Spiegel that led to the 7' being used as a symbol
to the Tetragrammaton. See p. 12 above.
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described above may be intermediary steps in this process. The marks that
seem to combine X-like features with more aleph-like symbol can be
viewed as echoes of the earlier X (constructed from two diagonal
brushstrokes as in the Dura Europos fragment, the Munich Palimpsest, as
well as TLGR) whose influence continued to reverberate in individual
scribal practice. The need to distinguish between X and & could also be
related to the eventual replacement of the name Elohim (outside of
scripture) with the titles "> and 72pa. Unlike X, these letter combinations
would not be confused with an aleph. Spiegel suggests that the X-symbol
fell out of use with time due to its resemblance or relationship to the
Christian cross.*?® It is also possible that the preference for the later
ligatures is connected to the transition from the square script to semi-
cursive in the late tenth to the early eleventh century as described by Engel.
The X is more appropriate to the square script while the aleph-lamed
ligature leans toward the cursive in that it can be written in a single
stroke.!?

As noted above, the predominance of the Divine Name Elohim itself
in a manuscript suggests an earlier rather than later provenance. In the case
of the Tanhuma, it indicates that the text or parts of it are drawn from the
early stratum of the Tanhuma (which Bregman claims was first composed
at the same time as the classic Amoraic midrashim in the Land of Israel).
This conclusion is consistent with the fact that TLGR and the other
Genizah fragments surveyed above, preserve a graphic tradition found in
manuscripts that date to the seventh century, and even earlier. The fact that
similar symbols are also found or implied in much earlier practices, such
as the X-symbol in Dura Europos from the third century and in the four
dots in Qumran, is thought-provoking. It is possible that the Genizah
fragments are witnesses to the continuity or progression of such practice
in the Land of Israel and Syria up to the end of the first millennium. The
sporadic use of other names does not negate this conclusion since, as
shown, combinations of different graphic symbols denoting different
Divine names are found in almost all the manuscripts containing the X-

120  Spiegel, History of the Jewish Book, pp. 613-14.
121  See Edna Engel, “Styles of Hebrew Script in the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries in
the Light of Dated and Datable Genizah Documents”, Te'uda XV (1999), pp. 365-375.
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symbol. As Bregman notes, it is rare to find a “pure” example of the early
stratum.'?? In the case of the Tanhuma texts, it is entirely conceivable that
the variations of appellations and abbreviations used simultaneously
represent early efforts at compiling the Tanhuma from multiple written
sources. As such, it demonstrates that creative transmission and the
multiplicity of performance which is usually associated with orality could
also have been present in stages of written transmission.

The graphic symbols used in place of God’s names in TLGR are an
example of how the Genizah provides evidence of traditions associated
with antiquity being continued into the early medieval period, and helps us
fill in the blanks in the transmission history of Jewish writing and text.*?

122 Bregman, Evolution of the Versions, p. 178.

123 Other examples include, for example, Second Temple texts like Ben Sirah or the
Damascus Document discovered in the Genizah. See: Stephan Reif, “The Genizah
and the Dead Sea Scrolls: "How Important and Direct is their Connection?™ in
The Dead Sea Scrolls in Context, vol. 2 (eds. Armin Lange, et al; Leiden 2011),
pp. 673-691.
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ABSTRACTS

From Raw Material to Vessel: Be‘ilar Misvah (Religiously Sanctioned
Intercourse) as Transformation

Avital Davidovich Eshed

The loss of virginity is commonly constructed as a transformative event
in various cultures. However, the manner in which this event is
characterized and its conceptualization—its consequences and
significance—vary from culture to culture. Through these differences,
the unique role assigned to the concept of virginity in each culture is
illuminated. This article delves into the Talmudic halakhic
conceptualizations of the implications of defloration within the confines
of a sexual relationship and the connection between these
conceptualizations and the formulation of the halakhic term be ‘ilat
misvah. Although classic rabbinic literature does not explicitly state that
be ‘ilat misvah is only limited to a virgin bride, this term is solely used in
clear cases in which the marriage is to a virgin woman. Outlining the link
between be ‘ilat misvah and defloration elucidates the unclear meaning of
the term be‘ilat misvah in Talmudic halakhah and allows a greater
understanding for its ritual context in a variety of Jewish traditions that
developed hereafter.

What is a tannay?
Moulie Vidas
The Aramaic noun tannay appears frequently and prominently in the
Palestinian Talmud. Modern scholars have taken it to have the same

range of meanings of its counterpart in the Babylonian Talmud, tanna,
which can refer (1) to the sages mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus, (2) to

http://www.ogimta.org.il/ogimta/2021/engabst7.pdf



ABSTRACTS 1

the arrangers of Tannaitic texts, or (3) to the specialists in the
memorization and recitation of tradition who served as “living books” in
rabbinic academies. This article argues, on the basis of a comprehensive
study of all instances of the term in the Yerushalmi as well as pertinent
sources in the Bavli and early Christian writings, that this word means
none of these things. | show that there is no evidence in the Yerushalmi
for the position of the professional reciter designated tannay; that the
definition of tannay as a sage mentioned in the Tannaitic corpus is
similarly premised on a later Babylonian chronological distinction
between tanna’im and amora im that is not found in the Yerushalmi; and
that the second definition, of “arrangers of Tannaitic texts,” is premised
on a modern emphasis on the distinction between “arranging” and
“formulating” or even “arrangers” and ‘“sages” that is absent in the
Talmud. Instead, | propose, tannay is a shorthand for the person who
formulated a recited text, that is, the person who gave a particular shape
to the transmitted tradition resulting in a given text. This term, | argue,
testifies to rising interest among Amoraic sages themselves in the textual
processes and literary features of rabbinic tradition.

On the Relation between the Version of Babylonian Talmud Tractate
Zevahim Columbia Manuscript and the Version of an Anonymous
Ancient Commentator

Eliezer Kortsweil

In this article I will present the relationship between the version of the
Yemenite manuscript, Columbia X 893 (T 141), of tractate Zevahim and
the version of the same tractate as it appears in an early commentary
found in the Genizah.

Over the years researchers and rabbis have tried to identified the
author of this commentary, but have not been able to do so with certainty.
The colophon indicated that it is an early commentator from the end of
the 11" century. This article focuses not on the identity of the author but

http://www.ogimta.org.il/ogimta/2021/engabst7.pdf
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rather on the version of the Talmud that was before him and the question
of the dependence or lack of dependence between that version and the
one preserved in the Columbia manuscript. | conclude that these two
versions are parallel rather than dependent one on the other, and that their
similarities owe to a common source rather than dependence.

This comparison has considerable importance for understanding the
nature of the version of the Columbia manuscript. It appears that the
version that was before the commentator is similar to the Columbia
manuscript very clearly and indicates that we are dealing with old variant
versions that were not created in Yemen. This finding is very important
because it negates the possibility that the uniqueness of the version
expressed in the Yemenite manuscript was created only in Yemen. The
fact that the chance survival of an early commentary in the Genizah can
be so significant in understanding the Columbia manuscripts calls for
caution in deriving conclusions regarding the versions of Yemenite
manuscripts only on the basis of comparison to extant texts.

Graphic Symbols for God's Name in an Unknown Recension
of the Tanhuma from the Cairo Genizah

Tova Sacher and Moshe Lavee

A manuscript of a unique Tanhuma recension from the Cairo Genizah
contains rare scribal practices for writing the divine name: an X line
symbol represents the letters Alef, Lamed, He in the name Elohim, and
four dots arranged in square represents the Tetragrammaton. These
symbols preserve signs and marks used in the vicinity of the Land of
Israel and Syria in the third century and perhaps even earlier, and are
rarely documented in Genizah and other manuscripts dated up until the
eleventh-twelfth centuries. We propose that the different symbols used to
represent God’s names in the various manuscripts not only reflect the
chronological development of scribal practices, but also relate to their
role within the text.

http://www.ogimta.org.il/ogimta/2021/engabst7.pdf
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The representation of the Tetragrammaton is purely graphic, without
any semblance of actual letters, and the arrangement of the dots is
unique. No other identical examples have been recorded. It is reminiscent
of the tetra puncta used in Qumran and the symbols found in early
Aramaic amulets and other magical sources. The representation of the
Name Elohim as an X like mark is slightly more common. It is found in a
fragment from Dura Europos (third century), in the Munich palimpsest
(fifth to seventh century) and various examples of early Piyyutim and lost
midrashic materials preserved only in the Genizah, as well as magical
texts from the Genizah.

The graphic symbols used in place of God’s names in this
manuscript are an example of how the Genizah provides evidence for the
continuity of ancient traditions in the early medieval period, and helps us
fill in the blanks in the transmission history of Jewish writing practices.

The Versions of the “4hava” Blessing for the Evening Service
According to the Cairo Genizah Prayer-Books

Shimon Fogel and Uri Ehrlich

This article discusses the wording for the Ahavah (love) blessing of
recitation of the Shema in the evening prayer. During the first decades of
the study of the Genizah, scholars published only a few unique and semi-
poetic variants of this blessing, focusing on texts that were substantially
different from the variants that are common in printed prayer-books. By
examining more than 90 prayer-book fragments from the Cairo Genizah,
we were able to depict a solid description of the variants that were used
in the prayers and the variant's distribution. The analysis shows three
distinctive branches. One branch, which includes the majority of the
fragments, is associated with the Babylonian rite. One of the other two
branches, associated with the Palestinian rite, is notably similar to the
Babylonian variant. The connections between the variants lead to the
conclusion that they all developed from one earlier version, which, at this
point, we cannot date.

http://www.ogimta.org.il/ogimta/2021/engabst7.pdf
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